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Introduction

-

While there are millions of individual fish in the ocean and bays, the ob-
vious problem facing the marine sport angler is how and where and when
to catch them. Anglers who have a “local knowledge™ of the seasons and
locations of good fishing areas usually are the more successful ones. but °
most realize that pinpoipting the. exact location, season. and time for
catching a certain species of fish is impossible. This'is due to seasonal
variation in- the geographical dlStl‘lbut%ﬂ and quantity of stocks of fish
avallable. which. in turn, is a result changes in the total marine en-

vironment (temperature, salinity, food. etc.)..and the biological success of
each specieg in the competition for survival. Even so. certain species
usually are taken in generally well defined flshmg areas:.-some may be
taken only during a certain seasonal period while others may be present
throughout the year.

The purpose of this Guide 1s to provide a'general source of information
on those areas that are more frequently fished and the species of fish that
are commonly taken. .

The geographical scope of this Guide covers the marine and estuarine
waters along the coasts of Gahfornia. Oregon, Washington, Alaska. Hawaii.
American Samoa. and Guam. These have been arranged in five sections
according to similarities in their fisheries (Figure 1):

. Section  I—Southern California
Section I[—Northern California
Section -[lI—Oregon and Washington L
Section IV—Alaska .
Section V—Pacific Islands

Each of the five sections contanis a series of coasthne fishing charts
that outhne offshore, bay. and shoreline fishing grounds and give locations
of marine sport fishing facilities (all are subject to change from year to
year) such as sport fishing boats (party.or charter), boat launching sites,
fishin;, piers. skiff rentals. and jetty fishing sites. These faciities are
degignt (’(] hv numbers on the_chart which correspond to a table on the
OPPGE Also d(*companymg .each chart is a general description of
the (hart area, and notes thal‘wgplement the chart information concerning

Y

some of the' common game fishes\and .thear availabihty tg the angler.
It is important to realize thal marine game fishing is the only segment

X, o
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of the U.S. fisheries that has grown rapidly during the past 15 years. In
1960 the first national marine angling survey was made. It reported an
estimated 1.4 million marine anglers along the west coast from the Mexican
border to Alaska catching over 79 million fish. By 1965 the number of
marine anglers had grown to almost 2 million (1.977.100) and the catch to
over 87 million fish. The 1970 survey showed over 2 million (2.205.000) west
coast marine anglers who caught over 61 million fish. Thus. during the past

_decade. the number of west coast anglers has increased 64%; however. the:
number of fish caught as reflected in the 1970 survey has not kept pace

with the increased angling pressure. This increase in angling pressure is to
be found throughout the central and eastern Pacific. with a 34% increase
in southern Cahfornia. which has 40%0 of all marine angling along the west
coast. A 47% increase was found from central California northward into
Alaska. an area which accounts for 60% of all west coast fishing.

Effective long-range planmng for marme game fish conservatian -

programs and associated research activities must be based on a thorough
\nowledge of the scope and magnitude of the recreational * fishery
resources: seasonal distribution of fish: the operating sport fishery and its
fishing locations; the location. type. and number “of fishing facilities

-available; and information on the values that anglers attach to the various

facets of the sport. The task’of obtaining such knowledge is a formidable
one. We hope that this Guide. in bringing together many fragments o

information into a single source book. will prove useful to agencies involved_\
in this task. and at the same time provide the public with a convenient
means of utilizing the existing recreational fishing facilities and learning

more about the available opportunities for marine game fishing.

TYPES OF FISHING .

Pacific marine game fishing is centered near the coastal populafion
centers. An abundance of desirable game fish is usually available alopg’all
coasts in the ocearn. bays. and brackish-water areas. depending on the
place and season of the year. Over 300 species are commonly taken by
marine anglers who fish the west coast and Pacific Islands: in addition.
they incidentally catch many other species.

The sport angler has five types of “fishing™—pier fishing. rock or jetty

fishing.-surf or-bank fishing. private boat fishing. and sport boat (party er
charter boat) fishing. The type of-marine environment fished usually dic-
tates what species are most likely to be caught. The marine angler must
take this into consideration by use of suitable equipment and careflcxl

"selection of bait or lure to achjeve the greatest chance for success.

- A diversity of fishing gear is used by the Pacific angler. with con-
ventional hook and lihe being the most' common method of fishing in all
areas. In addition. **A""-frame beach seines are used for smelt: poke-poles
for fishing blenny eels, cabezon. and octopus in rocky areas; and traps for

fish. crab, and shrimp. Nets for sandy-shore and reef species are commonly ’

used in the tropical Pacific. Bare hands are used for grunion in southern
Other catching methods for marine life are hunting and sf)earing of
© by divers, “picking" abalones along the shore at low tide, and

EMCering of rock scallops, abalones. lobsters. crabs. and sea urchins by

IText Provided by ERIC
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divers. There is also fishing for rock and Dungeness crabs with hogp nets,
and digging clams along the shore and’in bays: Fishing for shellfish and
other invertebrates, however, is not consndered in any detail in this
Anglers' Guide, whfch focuses mainly on true fishes. -

c i
L
CHOOSING :\ FISHING ARh\

~ t o

If you are unfamiliar with an area, there are a few basnc criteria that
should be used in selectmg a place to try your luck. Knowledge of
hydrographic conditions (tidal flow, bottom types, and depths) is most
important whether you are fishing in the epen ocean, negrshote, surf zone,
tidal inlets, bays, or in the intertidal portion of a rivér. On the open ocean,
sea state is another 1mp0rtant factor in fishing. Many pelagic species that
frequent the surface are usually found at greater depths when the surface
is rough. Weather- is a particularly important factor, especially in the
ocean. Where weather is more favorable for offshore fishing, we usually”
find a greater number of offshore anglers.

In fishing offshore for salmon, albacore, yellowfin ‘and.blyefin tunas,
dolphinfish, swordfish, and marlin, water color and temperature are 1m-
portant factors. Changes 1n these factors are good indicator$ of changes in
water mass, and it is 1n the vicinity of these changes that concentrations of
the larger predators are often found. Along édges of changes in water
temperature and color sometimes can be found higher concentrations of
forage animals—plankton and smalt fish. These smaller animals attract the
larger predator fish, making an area with temperature or color
discontinuity a favorable place to explore. Locatlorg near schools of forage
fish often have good fishing potential. These frequently are found by ob-
serving seabirds swooping down on forage fish driven to the surface by
larger predator fish. Sometimes yellowfin tuna and marlin are fognd
around schools of porpoise, and trolling nearby may be productive. Tidal
rips in bays and estuaries are other likely spots for fish. Movement of the
different water masses is evidenced usually by surface l‘lpS and many times
by color changes
. Along shore, water depth frequently can be determmed by color, the
darker blue color indicating a deeper area. These deep sgots or holes, drop
.offs. and open ¢thannels are all good spots for surf or shore anglers to
investigate. In fishing the surf, wave action is most 1mpdrtant in evaluating
a good fishing spot; as a wave proceeds #oward the shore, it will usually
crest and break over a shallow spot, either the sand beach itself or an
offshore bar. If the wave breaks some distance from shore over a sub-
merged sandbar and the”water becomes smooth again before slightly
breaking on the beach, this indicates-a depression or hole on the inside of
the bar—a likely spot for surf flshes If rocky outcroppings are observed -
immediately offshore along a sandy beach, casting to a point close to the
rock can be productive since larger fish tend to congregate around such
locations. The same is true for offshore reefs, kelp  beds, or wrecks. These
habita’ts provide shelter or protection as well as a ready food supply for
game fishes, which eat the abundant small organisms attached to the solid
substrate and the baitfish frequently found nearby.

Qo , Pocky shores_ usually are productive fishing areas: however, many
EKC s are reluctant to fish these places because of the possibility of losing

{
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their terminal gear of sinkers and hooks. Careful selection of a fishing spot
off a rocky point or over sharp drop offs to deep water which may have a
smooth bottom could produce results. Although a cautious approach should
be taken in testing such an area. afteg discovering good fishing in a rocky
location you may have found your own exclusive fishing spot.

Fishing results in bays are highly variable. Usually‘the best spots are
near the entrances. in or adjatent to the main tidal channels. Fishing 1n the
entrance from a boat can be productive either by trolling (usually against
the tide}. casting' with the tide. or drift fishing with the tide. Tidal fluc-
tuations in bays markedly affect fishing in the nearshore area or over the
tdal flats. Water current velocities and patterns created by tidal flow in
turn affect the movement and availabilty of food material for all bay
fishes. Many $hallow areas are evident. and some are exposed at extreme
minys tides. When the tide is high these areas are covered. and predator

*. fish can move over the tidal flats to feed on small invertebrates that live on

the bottom. On an ebbing of outgoing tide. good places for fishing are
usually found in channels or abdut the mouths of tidal sloughs that drain
the tide flats. or at anv narrow channel or creek mouth at the point it

_empﬁes mto a bay. . -

In bays as well as in the ocean. logical spots for flshmg in your area
may be found on the marine nautical charts 1ssued by the National Ocean
Survey. These navigational charts show channels and depressions and

—sometjmes show rough or rocky-reef areas. A good marine angler can

~

determine areas, that may have good ‘fishing potential by consulting these
charts. and if you plan to fish from your own boat. kfiowledge of the. bottom
topography is esséntial for normal navigation.

Another easy method of gaining knowledge of,the. better fishing sites is
to follow those sport anglers who know where to fish. Good fishing areas
attract fishing boats and concentrations of anglers. The activities of

commercial sport fishing boats are ambng the most reliable indicators of .

goaod fishing spots' Professional sport fishing boat skippers keep in constant
contact by radio with other boats concerning fishing conditions, and they

are the experts in ‘the offshore fishing business. For this reason a great

deal of knowledge about fishing. techniques for different species and fishing
locations can be obtained by fishing from a commercial sport fishing boat,

Records indicate that in most Cases catches are above average fgr thesé’

boats. and their equipment will get you to the fishing grounds and baek

\ with speed and safety. Once the fishing grounds are reached. all necessary

Y
s

\balt (live bait in many cases), tackle. and instruction gn equnpment and”

_téchmques are available to you. -

Finally. for more specific knowledge about fishing in a particular area.
one of the most logical places is the-local bait and tackle store or sporting
goods supplier. Local fish and game warcﬁns“ﬁsually are ost helpful. and
of any group of md:vnduals they are probably most awaré of seasonal
fishing opportunities. Above all. before fishing any %rea always be sure to
consult your State fish and game department for local regulations con-
cerning current laws on type of flshmg gear allowed. seaﬁons and size and
bag limits. -

’ . »
~  JAMES L. SQUIRE. JR¢
NMPS Southwest Fisheries Center, La Jolla Laboratory. La Jolla. Calif

o SUSAN E. SMITH
NMFS. Southwest therles‘(.(nter Tiburon Laboratory. Tiburon. Cahf.
v . ’.
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The southern California coast from Point Coriception south- -
west to Mexico has & distinct geographic and oceanographic
- "character compared to cqastal areas to the north and south,
It is sometimes called the southern California ‘‘Bight,”
referring to the inward curve of the coastline-in ajnear east-

waest, direction for over 100 :miles south of Point Conception.
+ Within this “Bight™ is a_generally counterclock#ise. current
flow or gyre centered in the.Gulf of Catalina. an ocean area:
southwest of Catalina Island. About the center-of the current
2 gy}-e. sea surface temperatures . tend to be higher  than
temperatures foundQ{tﬂel north or south of the Gulf+of
Catalina. »gux;ing midsgmmer. surface temperatures’ may
reacH’70°F oR.more ne ar\the center of the gyre and high
surface temperatures are then common from southern-
~Californfa south # off -the coast of Baja California, Mexico
During this warming period, subtropical species such ag

»

occasions, during abnormblly warm years, .tropical species
such as yellowfin tina, dolphinfish. and sailfish also are
*\_known to migrate north-into southern California waters.
\W.eather off southern California is generally m{)d and
thus gonducive to marine sport figshing. Swgll heights aré low -
' El{ll Cnds are generally light and from the west. However,
= . . \ . T/
o . N

~ M

I S T

.

striped marlin, swordfish, Pacific, bonito, and yellowtail” *
- «[Seriola dorsalis] migrate into the Gulf of Catalina. On rare °

“oy

. enter the area bringing rain;and wind’ R

° stratus cloud layer exigt§ offshoré. resultigg from warmer

[ N " . .
' . O . $
- . o " . “.
N e 4 . e 2 e W - o

outside the offshore islands from_San enty to San
Miguel, durihg the summer one sncouiltefs large $wells and
high sea’s caased by prevailing strohg northwesterly winds.
During winter and early spring the southgrn exténsions of
“storm fronfs,, Having their centers farther gorth, sometimes
: aggll is low along’
.the coast, averaging but 10 to 15 inches par year, and wind -
.speeds during winter and spring storms rarely exceed. 30
- knbts ih the nearshore ateps. In summer a persistent low_

moist airflowing from the.scuth and southeast. In late
mm‘eréle remains of tropical storms .sometimes$ reach the
sduthern Californid&latitudes, though tli@se art rare. One of
the more pleasant seasona for fishing js 'from late fall
throuMy winter, when the aiw ig clear, seas calm, and
the p t'summer stratus rarely present. ’
Catch ,records-"indicate that southern Califorgia is the
center of marrine. game fishing in the eastern Paeilic Océan,
especially when one considers its geographical size and the
number of marine dnglers in the area. Excollent facilities
are- available for fishing .in bays, along shdre, from piers.
and over the offshore gngunds from modern sport fishing
boats. Year-round fishing is pogéible for many, southerp
California species ligted.in this-@%ide. ¢
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OFFSHORE FISHING

Within the Saf Diego : region
(Chart 1) the major offshore sport
%g;ing grounds are about Mexico's

onado Islands and near the Point
Lomagfnd La Jolla kelp beds. Some of
the fihest marine anBling facilities for
fishing in local and distant waters are
to be.found jn San Diego Harbor and
Mission Bay.. San Diego. is the prin-
cipal port for long-range fishing trips
to off the coast of Baja Qalifornia. It is
algo - one of _ the’ major ports for
albacore sport fishing from July
, through October. with most fishing
within 40 ‘to 100 myjles west and south-
~wast of San Diego. Sometimes in early
summer, "albacore’ also will appear
. near the Coronado lslands. Occasion-
ally, trips by modern well-equipped
spoft fishing boats are made to San
Clemente Island (see Chart 8) for
yellowtail and kelp bass and to off-

* + shore banks for *rockfishes.

Variations in the offshore bottom
topography have propounced in-
fluence on where di?feﬁ;ﬁ? species ate
caught., The coastal shelf off San

Diego 1s widest from Point Loma south
to the Coronado Islands, averaging

“about 20 fathoms in depth. Here the |

bottom 18 sand, sand shell, and mud
and sand, over which sand bass, white
seabass, California halibut, and sizable
quantities of forage fish such as the
northern anchovy are frequently taken.

ough the bottom is generally sandy
m the Coronado Islands north. near-
~ shore rocky reefs.are to be found off

Imperial Beach. Point Loma. and La
Jolla. 3

Off Paint,Loma the shelf is about 3
miles wide and becomes narrower off
La Jolla and to the north; offshore the
bottom depth descends to about 600
fathoms. The edge of the shelf is gen-
Q .y the inner limit, of late summer

EMC‘HS for striped marlin. Excellent

- -

4

i

’ ,

fishing areds for rockfishes also can be
found along thé shelf edge.

Several submarime canyons cut
into the nearshore shelf; the two most
prominent are the Coronado Canyon
-and the La Jolla Canyon. These can-
. yons provide good habitats along their
upper edges fqr rockfishes. sheephead,
kelp bass. and broomtail grouper.

The Coronado Islands are the

~ property 'of Mexico, ‘and :a Mexican

" fishing license must be obtained befores

fishing about any of'the three isldnds.
When fishing from a commercial sport
- Tishing boat, the foreign fishing license

fee is usually included in the cost,of

the trip. These islands constitute the
most productive area in southern

Californta for fishing yellowtail, which .

. are taken there during late spring
through summer. The north end of the
North Coronalo/Island is excellent for
yellowtail fishing, and anglers usually,
experience a good morning Vbite.”
The “Middle Ground.” between North
Coronado and Middle Coronado, is also
good for vyellowtail. and for white
seabass 1n spring: Other game fishes
taken by anglers around the Coronado
Islands are: Pacific barracuda, Pacific

‘nito, rockfishes (olive. kelp.. and
grass), lingcod. ocean whitefish,
sC¢ulpins, and kelp bass. PRaafic

barracuda are taken April through
October (summer best). and Pacific
bonito are caught in summer—the
remaining species are taken year-
round. Between the Coronado Islands
. and the mainland coast. fishing is good
for white seabass in spring and early
summer, when squid are spawning in
this area. This is also a good fishing
location for Calilornia halibut during
the spring. North of the Coronado
Islands along the edge of the Coronado
Submarine Canyon in deep water,
bottom anglers catch rockfishes
(chihpepper, bocaccio, vermiliom,
yellowtail, gopher, and canary).

The Péint Loma kelp beds and
deep ~water immediately northwest of
the Point are good fishing spots for the
species shown.on the chart. Near-
shore. rockfishes (olive, grass. ver-
milion, and kelp) are commonly taken
near the kelp beds; offshore in deeper
water, bocaccio, chilipepper, gopher,
canary, and greenstriped rockfishes
. are caught. .

Fishing the La Jolla kelp bed has
become 1increasingly popular in recent
years. Statistics indicate thers are
more anglers, catching greater

* numbers of fish, from this area than
from any other location, along the
California coast. Off Point La Jolla, in
addition to the species listed on. the
chart, California hahbut sometimes are
taken on the flats to the north and
south of the La Jolla Submarine
Canyon. )

North of La Jolla begins a near-
continuous kelp. bed” that extends
northward along the coast. There is
limited amount of fishing off the kelp
beds at Del Mar and in adigcegt afias

. jacksmelt., Pacific barracuda,

§ oy &
) &¥ Q0 QQ' 5 § - P .
S LT 2 .
L S . .
) é- i H
w -
S é’ Y -
\ ®
100 imperial Beach
2" . ®  Chula Vista
3 - ® National City_
4 "®  Glorletta Bay, Coronado
5@ @ Shelterlsland ‘
6 @ ® ._O' Mission Bay
7 ® Ocean Beach Pier
8 ® ®

Paclficheach Pier

to the north and south for kelp bass
and rockfishes (kelp, olive, grass. and
vermilion). Yellowtail and Pacific boni-
to sometimes are taken in and about

) these kelp-beds.

R T

BAY AND'SHORE FISHING

Several public piers. located in
bays or along the open co}st, allow the
marine anglers to catch régident shore
fishes and sometimes migrgtory species
such as Pacific bonito &nd Pacific
barracuda. The outer codst has two
public fishing piers. The .
public fishing pier is
surfperches (barred, pile. walleye, and
kelp), Pacific bonito, Pacific mackerel,
white seabass. sharks (sand. brown
smoothhound, and leopard), queenfish,
jacksmelt, California " halibut, and
sculpin. To the south, the Imperial
Beach fishing pier just north of the

Mexican border has, at®times, good ~

fishing for' pile and rubberlip surf °
perches in winter and spring, and
walleye - and shiner surfperches all
year.  Sharks, rays, white croaker,
Pacific sanddab. Pacific bonito,
white
seabass (small), cabezon. sculpin. and °
“rock’ ¢rabs are also taken from this
pier,

San Diego Bay has some fishing
about the municipal piers for sculpins, ,
jacksmelt, pile surfperch, topsmelt,
sharks, and rays. The major public
sport fishing pier in San Diego Bay is
on Shelter Island., near the entrance to
the bay. Off the pier and along the
rocky shore nearby, anglers catch
surfperches [shiner,\black, rubberlip.

~
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and pile). jacksmelt. topsmelt. sand
bass. sculpin. sharks. rays. Pacific
bonito, and California halibut, Anglers
' fish for the same array of shore
species from the south side of Shelter
Island ‘and 1 mile east off Harbor
Jsland.

Mission Bay offers &xcellent pier.
shore. or small-boat fishing. Bay
fishermen frequently catch yellowfin
and spotfin croakers. small Pacific
bonito and Pacific barracuda,
California halibut. shiner and rub-,
berkip surfperches. topsmelt, jacksmelt.
- spotted sand bass. sharks,"and rays.

The open coast offers ,slfyre
fishing along both rocky and sandy
shores: the species of,fish caught
depends upog which of these two
shoreline types is being fished. Some
of the bstter shore fishing areas are
near Del Mar and Torrey Pines. and
from Coronado to Imperial Beach.

The major sandy-shore fishes are
the surfperches. croakers. corbina,
and grunion. The barred surfperch 13
common and comprises about 70% of
the shore angler's surfperch catch. It
is taken throughout "the vyear,
‘December through March is con-
sidered best. Others such as shiner.
-whité. rainbow, rubberlip. and silver
surfperches are available all year.
The walleye surfperch also is taken
most of the year*over sandy bottom, as
well as ground pier pilings and ijetties.

_ Catches of Califorma corbina are
taken off the sandy shore all year, but
are greatest during July .through

« September. Spdtfin creaker are taken
all year. but summer fishing is best,
especially “along beaches extending
‘north from Imperial Beach. Yellowfin
croaker are caught on some sandy
shores during the summer run. but
these locations will vary according to
movements of the fish. The white
croaker or kingfish 1s taken off most
sandy beaches.

Grunion 18 one of the favorite
fishes of the open-coast sandy beach.
This small silvery fish enters the surf
zone to spawn during periots ofihigh
tides inyate spring and summer from
March to September (grufiion may not
be taken 31 March through 1 June).
They may be captured by hand in sugh
popular ‘fishing areas as La Jolla,
Pacific Beach. Mission Beach. Ocean
Beach. along the Coronado Strand
(Silver Strand). and Imperial Beach.
The'best time to search for grunion is
-the second. third. and fourth nights

. after a full moon and for a 3-hour
period after a high tide.

Along, rocky portions of the coast
at La Jolla. Bird Rock. and Sunset
Chffs and about Point Loma. the
species commonly taken are opaleye
(best in spring). halfmoon. surfperches
(black. shiner, walleye. and pile). rock-
fishes (kelp. grass. ‘and brown). kelp
bass. » and occasionally sargo and

cahazon. Opaleye. halfmoon. and rock-

Y g are available to the rocky shore

EMC ar all year. -
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2 Solana Beach to
Dana Point

This fishing area (Chart 2).
geographically between the population
centers of San“Diego and Los Angeles.
is a growing one for marine sport
fishing operations. New facilities such
as the extensive small-boat harbor
recently developed ,at Dana Point
(Dana Harbor)., and the excellent
small-boat basin at Oceanside now
make vmany coastal fishing areas
accessible to the small-boat angler.
About 15 mles of coastline from
Oceanside north to near San Mateo
Point is the property of the U.S.
Marine Corps and is part of the Camp
Pendleton complex. Until recently
access to this area was very limited:
however. in the north a portion of the
coast now has been designated a State
park (San Onofre Blulfs State Beach)
and greater access to the shore is
being given the public. ’

The coastal shel'f,is}very narrow
off this section of coast, extending only
2 to 3 miles offshore before reaching a
depth of 50 fathoms or more. Sand and
gray sand predominate the bottom
nearshore, with some rocky areas such
as those found north of Oceanside and
along the coast from south of San
Mateo Point northward. This hard
bottom stratum allows for development
of kelp, which in tirn provides am
attractive environment for kelp bass
and the brown types of rockfishes.
Offshore in desper water the bottom
type is gray and green mud and the
coastal shelf descends to a depth of
300 to 400 fathoms within 8 to 10 miles
offshore. Along the edge of the shelf. in _.
deep water. are several places where
rockfishes may be-taken.

OFFSHORE FISHING

Sport fishing hoats .are available
at the port of Dana Harbor and at

’ 15

Oceanside. These boats fish the |
coastal kelp beds and offshore in deep
water for rockfishes and otherspecies.
During albacore season they run off-
shore to 60 Mile Bank (60 miles south-
west of Point Loma), to the 43 Fathom ,
Bank (35 miles west of Point Loma),
and sometimes beyond. San Clemente

) . ~ lgland. The 209 Bank, ;dbout 35 miles
west of the mainland., is one of the
. L eher fishing areas for striped marlin

and swordfish. and albacore oc-
casionally are taken here during July
or August. ’
Immediately offshore from Solana
Beach north to off Carlsbad and from
San Mateo Point to San Clemente are .
substantial kelp beds. Although the
kelp beds in this area are not as
extensive as those off Point Loma to
the south, or off the Santa Barbara
coast farther north. they do provide a
suitable habitat for kelp bass. sand
bass and rockfishes (kelp. grass. olive.
and vermilion) and also attract coastal
migrants such as Pacific barracuda
and Pacific ponito. Yellowtail and
white seabass&are sometimes taken
near the kelp-as are jack and Pacific
mackerels (July to September). opaleye.
white croaker. and kelp rockfish.
Nearshore rocky reefs provide a
habitat suifable for many species such
as opaleye. grass. and kelp rockfishes.

halfmoon. cabezon. and black’ surf-
perch.
RoCXfishing is often productive

along the edge of the narrow coastal
shelf, in water 30 to 100 fathoms deep
over rocky, sharp-sloping areas.
Anglers fish off Carlsbad to Oceanside

- .and north to Dana Point for bocaccio.

chilipepper. canary. and vyellowtail
species 6f rockfishes.
Bluefin tuna and striped' marlin

are taken occasionally off the San
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OMagepte coast In late summer. even
less frequeutly.. however, 1n recent
years.'« .
LN
DS /-
PIER AND SHORE FISHING
.o V

Two  public fishing

", available along this stretch of coast.

-

" jacksmelt,

One 1s at San CGlemente whefe surf-
perches (barred, walleye. and rub-
berlip). Califorma halibut. sculpins,
and the usual array of sharks and rays
are caught. *The ~secqnd 1s the
Oceanside fishing pier. good at time
for runs of Califorma halibut (sprig
best)s seulpin. sargo.
white: croaket (kingfish).
queenfish, occasionally small white
seabass, Pacific bonito. and Pacific
barracuda (in summer), kelp and sand
bass. and barred and walléye surf-
perches. In addition, there 1s shore
fishing from the jetty systems at Dana
.Harbor and Qceanside.

The extgnsive  sandy-shore
beaches from Solana Beach to San
Clemente are productive areas for the
surf angler. Some of the better. or at
least more popular. surf fishing areas
are found near San Mateo Point where
corbina are taken from July through
-September. Farther south, there 1s
excellent spotfin croaker dnd barred
suffperch fishing along San Onofre
Bliffs State Beach near the northern
boundary of Camp Pendleton (a permt
1s required for fishing on’U S. Marine
Corps property). Fishing 1s good 3
miles south of Carlsbad, particularly
about the entrance to the . cooling-
water,_ inlet of the steam-electric
generating plant where. because of 'a
constant inflow of water from the
ocean, the small bay has a high
concentration of California halbut,
corbma, and yellowfin croaker. Other
good shore‘fishi&‘gts are north of
Leucadia and near %an Ehjo Lagoon,
just north of Solana Beach. Surf-
perches frequently taken along the
sandy shores are the barred (winter,

and summer

spring best). walleye. shiner. calico

(December to March best), and silver
species. Other fishes taken by the surf
angler ‘are the white and yellowfin
croaker, and California halibut.
Grunion runs are known to occur on
these beaches in late spring and early
summer.

The shore from San Mateo Point to
San_Clemente has only a few 1solated
areas where rocky-shore species can
be taken.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

piers  are |

3 Laguna Beachto
Point Vicente

A great divagsity of fishing areas and
faciliies are “available from Laguna,
Beach to Pqint Vicente (Chart 3) to
accommodate: the large - number of
marine anglers 1n the greater Los
Angeles area. Many types of anghng:
opportunities are available along rocky
and sa heres, from “jetties and
piers, in bays.“and over offshore kelp
beds and deepwater fishing grounds.
The coasthne is oriented generally in &
northwest-southeast  direction  with
about oné-half composed of sandy
beaches; the rest is a rocky* shore
interlaced with small sandy beaches.
Major sport fishing boat facilities
are available at three locations'imr the
Los Angeles-Long ‘Beach Harbor area:
one at Long Beach and two at San
Pedro. Smaller sport boat operations
are available at the Belmont Shore,
Huntington Beach, and Seal Beach
piers. Newport Beach and Balboa have |
extensive sport boat and pier facihties.

Orrstore FisHING

South of Newport Beach to off
Laguna Beach the coastal shelf 1s very
narrow, about 2 miles—sometimes
less—in width.. The bottom nearshore
1s mostly sand and mid interspersed
with rocky areas. Because of the
narrow shelf, pelagic species such as
bluefin tuna and striped marlin
sometimes migrate to, within a short
distance of the shore.

From about Newport Beach west
toward Long Beach and Point,Fermin,
the coastal shelf widens to 1ts greatest
width in  southerd Calforma. The
nearshore bottom is primarly sand,
gray sand, and mud and provides a
good habitat for California halibut. AIn

S 17

the wider pa‘rt of the coastal siiel'f, the

bottom types are. sand. shells. green
sand, and green mud. Along the outer

edge of the coastal shelf. the bottem

descends to a -depth of 250 to 300
fathoms, prowiding good rockfishing
locations. The bottom reaches depths
greater “than 400 fathoms near the
middle of the San Pedro Channel.
South of Newport are scattered
small kelp beds, where a number of
codstal species such as barracuda.

kelp bass. sand bass. white croaker, -

bonito, California halibut, sheephead,
and rockfishes (kelp. .olive. grass, and
vermilion) are caught. Occasionally,
yellowtail and, whife seabass are
landed. " Off ' Laguna Beach.
deepwater rocky areas: anglers fish

" for bocacciv. chilipepper, and canary

rockfishes. Southeast of Newport
Beach, and northwest of Laguha Beach

" -over the coastal shelf..is a kelp area

where several of the brown species of
rockfishes are commonly taken. Bluefin

tuna and striped marlin have been:

caught just offshore a short distan!ce

Aliso Beach Pler: -
Newport Bay
‘Ba‘ibon Pier
Newport Beach Pler
Huntln;;lon Beach Pier
!:iuntingtdn Harbor

Seal Beach Piéy -

“n

Alamitos Bay_ ’
Belmont Pler

" Golden Shorqs

Long Beach Speetfishing

San Pedro Sportfishing
22nd Street Landing

Cabrillo Beach

-

*Alsi has fishing bargg

Jover,
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froni Laguna Beach, although not
commonly 1 recent years

Farther offshore to the west 13
Lasuen Seamount. widely known as
“14 Mile Bank" or 58 Fathom Spot.”
This is an excellent bottomfishing area
for rockfishes (bocaccio, vernuhion. and
chiipepper). and in summer. striped
marhn and swordfish ‘are taken near
the surface about the Seamount and to
the southwest Albacore also .are
caught here dufing the summer. but
hke bluefin tuna. only occagionally in
recent years.

Off Newport. in the Newport
Submarine Canyon.  sablefish (black-
cod). a species usualfy' assoctated with
more northern latitudes. can be taken
in deep water. On rare occasions
(lum‘;;:h%}fe spring, coho (silver) salmon
have been caught off Newport. Since
deep* water 1s close to shore off
Newport. striped marlin are taken on
occasions only a short distance south
of the Newport Harbor entrance.

From Huntington Beach west over

nearshore sandy bottom. there 1s good °

fishing for many of the bottom species.

California hahbut is one of the more -

important fishes caught in this area

The “horseshoe kelp” bed. south
of Los Angeles HarBor. has beep
reduced 1n size over the years and the
kelp growth 1s now under the surface.
Hotvever. this spot sometimes 1s good
for Pagific barracuda. Pacific bonito.
kelp bass. yellowtail, jack and Pacific
mackerels. and rockfishes (olive. kelp.
and vermilion). v

Nf.\usm)fg WD SHORFLINE FISHING

.

The greater Los Angeles Harbor
San Pedro Bay area. being. readily
accessible to large numbers of people.
s a popular place for fishing from
shore and small boats. Good locations
for catching bay fishes can be found
within the harbor 1tself. along the
extensive jetties. or about piers that
are '‘on open channels in the outer
harbor area. Bay fighing is also
popular in Alamitos and.Séal Beach
bays where jacksmelf: surfperches.
skates. sharks. rays. sargo. and turbot
are taken by anglers along with an
occasional small mackerel or Pacific
bonita. .

Numerous fishing piers (public
and commercial}’ and open bulkhead
areas provide many thousands of
recreational fishing hours each month
for only the cost of bait and tackle In
addition, to the many commercial piers

and marna floats available for fishing

in Los Angeles Harbor, there are piers
built specifically for fishing at Cabrillo
Beach (near Point Fermin). Bélmont
Shore. Seal Beach. Huntington Beach.
Newport Beach {two piers). and south
of Laguna Beach at Aliso Beach From,

ese piers. anglers catch California

Q
Emc‘hbut. kingfish [white® " croaker).

12 - .-

n’_b’”,;l&'ﬂ ‘{1

o S

sharks. ravs. jacksmelt, queenf.lsh\/*
surfperches (barred. black. walleve. . ot L

ple. and shiner). and Pacific and jack
mackerels. .

Surf fishing  takes place along
rocky s.hu’fius from Point Fermm to
Pount Vicente Southwest from Newport
Bav to Dana Pont there 1s fishing from
the man-made jettes at Los Alamtos
Bay and Newport Bay for opaleve.
grass and kelp rockfishes.. halfmoon.
cabezon. and black perch. The San’
Pedro breakwater from Cabnllo Béach
to the San Pedro Channel entrance 1s
accessible from shore: rest of the
breakwater to the east can be reached
by boat Here there 1s good fishing for
opaleyé. halfmoon. kelp bass. and
rockfishes (brown types). .

. Sandy-shore fishing is available
from Newport Beach to Long Beach.

One, of the moré popular places for

’

surf fishing 1s Bolga Chica State Beach.
Species most comnionly taken off sandy

beaches are surfperches (barred.
walleye, shiner. calico. and silver).
croakers (spotfin. white and vyel-

lowhin). Califormia halbut. and cor-
bina. Grunion are also caught during
their periodic spawning runs.

!

.3 Point Vicente..

to Solrofar

The _coast from Point Vicente to
Solromar (Chart 4} botders one of the
most populated areas along the west
wast and 1s inteénsively fished. pars
ticularly from Redondo Beach to Santa
Monica, Sandy shore. rocky shore. pite
and jetty .fishing. and excellent

facihties for boat fishing are found-

from Point Vicente to Sdlromar. .

The coastline 1s rocky from near
Point Vicente to Malaga Cove. south of
Redondo Beach. Northward from

- . '19

- Monica
*sandy beach. From Santa Monica., the

- .

1 ®© 0 @ ® RedosdoBch (King ¥br.)

LR ) \Hermdsa Beach Pier * °
2 .

3 L Manhattan Beach Pier

10 o0eo0 P;iarina derRey '

5 ¢ {/énice Prer

6o ‘** @ Santa Monica Pier
.\7 @@ Malibu Pi;zr .

8 @0 ’ Paradise Cove Pier

*Has fishing barge

Malaga Cove to northwest of Santa
1s an extensive stretch of

coast swings westward and the coastal
shore begins to get rocky once again.
with pccasional offshore reefs. The
first substantial nearshore con-
centrations of kelp. which are common
from here to Point Congeption. are
found just west of Malibu g,oint to near
Point Dume. and again west of Zuma
Beach. .
The offshore coastal shelf is very
narrow from Point Fermin to Point
Vicente. and these walers are
frequented many times by schools of
bait fish such as anchovy and jack and
Pacific mackerels. Depths of 200
fathoms or-more are found 2 to 3 mileg
offshore. The bottom then descends to
its greatest depth in the San Pedro
Cha‘ﬁxel—over 400 fathoms. Botton?
types. aside from rocky areas, are
generally green sand: in deeper water,
green mud predominates. Along the
edge of the shelf are rocky areas that
attract srzable concentrations of red
rockfishes.

Santa Monica Bay is relatively
shallow (less than 50 fathoms deep)
and cut by two prominent submarine=
canyons. the Redondo and Santa
Monica canyons Rocky areas are
found near the edges of these canyons
as well as along the edge of the
coastal shelf. and these places usually
provide some of #he better rockfishing.
A mumber of shallow reefs are off-
shore, in lower Santa Momca Bay be-
tween Pomnt Vicente and Redondo
Beach. The coastal shelf is about 3
miles wide from Santa Monica to near

‘ %
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Point Dume and 1s about 2 milag wide
to the west beyond Point Dume. Again
the bottom types are usually sand
nearshore. grading to mud and sand
farther offshore} and green mud at the
greater depths.

.

OrrsHbRE FISHING

. Excellent. facilities for sport “fish-
ing are located at.the small-boat har-
bors of Rédondo Beach. Marina del
Rey. Santa Moniga, and to the west
at Malibu and Pa{adise Cove. Sport
fishing boats operate locally or travel

* from these ports to distant waters to
fish around Catalina. Santa Barbaré.
or San Nicolas islands. Special off-

#hore trips for albacore are made -
The boats fish-

during the symmer.
southwest of Redondo Beach along the
edges of the Redondo Canyon {the
south edge in particular] where there
is good deepwater fishing for rock-
fishes (vermilion.. canary. bocaccio.
gopher. and chilipepper). Rockfishing
1s also productive off Point Dume
where vermilion. olive. and bocaccio
_species enter the catch. Along the kelp
beds west of Zuma Beach. olive, grass.
and kelp rockfishes, are taken
frequently. along - with occasional
bonito and yellowtail during summer.

PIER AND SHORE FISHING

Rocky-shore fishing is popular
from Point Vicente to near Malaga
Cove. just south of Redondo Beach.
Several species of surfperches «om-
monly are taken here along with olive.
grass. and kelp rockfishes. Qpaleye
fishing 18 excellent along this rocky
:stretch of coast.

Rocky-shore species caught in the
area west of Santa Monica are, the
opaleye. surfperches (black and
shiner). rockfishes (grass. kelp, and
olive). halfmoon, cabezon. sargo. and
occasionally kelp bass.

From Redondo Beach north to
Manhatfan Beach are several public

fishing piers. These piers‘are populag,

for fishing California halibut (spring
and summer best) arl({3

(barred. black. walleyk. pile. and

shiner). Mackerel sometimes are taken

from these piers as are the usual
action-getters—sharks and rays. At the
Redondo piers. excellent bonito fishing

1s available: these fish are apparently_

attracted by the warm water
discharged by a steam-electtic power
. plant. ) .
Excellent surf fishing 1s availdble
along the extensive sandy beaches
from south of Redondo Beach to north
of Santa Monica. especially between
Redondo Beach and Playa del Rey.
Sandy-shore species taken by surf
anglers are barred surfperch . (best
© _n January'through March). walleye

EMC‘Fperch. California halibut (spring
3

surfperches:

and summer -best). jacksmelt. and
shovelfose guitarfish. In some years
fishing is good. for corbina, spotfin
croaker. and vyellowfin croaker.
particularly along thg sandy shore
from Playa del Rey to Venice and from
Manhattan Beach to Redondo Beach.
Grunion are sometimes gathered along
Malibu, Santa ‘Monica. Venice. gnd
Hermosa beaches during periods of
evening high tides in the spring and
summer. Zuma Beach's sandy shores
offer good fishing for barred eurfd
perch, with occasional catches Q{
corbina and croakers. -
~x

OFFSHORE FISHING

The prindipal sport fishing ports in-the
Ventura area (Chart 5) are Port
Hueneme, Channel Islands Harbor, and
Ventura Hérbor. These .are the
principal ports closest tg the
population center—of Los "~Angeles
having sport fishing boats that
specialize in fishing about the Santa
Barbara Channel Islands and off§hore
south of the islands for 4lbacoge
during the summer fishing season. (See
Chart 7 for Channel Iskands fishing.)
On isolated occasions. catches of coho
salmon are made in late winter and
early spring by party boats fishing
.southeast of Point Mygu and south and
west of Ventura. The catches durthg

this time are not large. but represgnt *
the southern extension of salmon s ortg,

fishing. ¢,

About 11 miles offshore from Port
Hueneme and the. Channdd Islands
Harbor 1s Anacapa Island. one of the

more important aslands _for marme -

sport fishing. The 1sland s the east-
ward extension of the chain of Santa
Barbara Cbhanpel Islands and is less

.

% _ Hueneme i

-

& Canyon. and adjacent to Ventura Flats,

N

~

+ than one-half mile wide in most places.

rising to un elevation of 930 feet above

sea level. There,1s excellent fishing .

around Anacapa for kelp bass and
black sed bass. as well as for bocaccio
and canaty rockfishes. Occasional
catches -of - Pacific__barracuda and

T

yellowtal are made here in summer—

Broadhill swordfish and striped marlin
are taken south of Anacapa JIsland
during summer and ‘early fall. The only
brpadbil toprnément fishing on the
awest coast & place near the island.

. wagfhe copstal shelf east of Port

N\

very narrow: from- Point
Mugu eastward it 1s no more than 1
, mile wide. Immediately ‘west of Point
Mugu. the Mugu Submarine Canyon
cuts through the coastal shelf, and
water depths plunge to 250 to 300
fathoms. The coastal shelf widens
shightly between Point Mugu and Port
Hueneme before being interrupted by,
another submarine canyon, Mueneme

: gnyon. Northwest of Hueneme” the

elf becomes several miles wide, an
area commonly known-as the Ventura

« Flats, The shelf narrows slightly west

of Ventura. .and the -more offshore

. rocky reefs provide good rockfishigg.:

The bottom types range from rock
to sand and shells in th
mud. sand. and shells, in the Mugu-
Hueneme area. Sand and mud
.predominate on the Ventura Flats,
which’has good fishing for flatfish such
as California halibut. In deeper water

the typical mud and green mud bottom |

predominates. The offshore bottom
becomes shalower west of Hueneme

the depth --at mid-Santa Barbara

Channel is only about 130 fathoms.
Immediately offshore of the area

from Selromar to Point,Mugu, anglers

« fish along the edge of the kelp beds for

rockfishes (grass. olive.
occasionally bonito. A

nd kelp) and
out 4 miles

3

@ Port Hueneme

2 [ ] Hueneme Pier |

<.

3" e ® ©® Channel Islands Harbor 3

® @ Ventura Harbor
.
Ventura Pier - <

410

-

southeast to -

'
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~ offshore of Solromar there 1s a shallow -

area approximately 45 fathoms deep.
This 18 a good fishing spot for
chihpepper rockfish and® sometimes
-yellowtail and Pacific barracuda.
l.imited catches of coho salmon are
made occasionally in the early spring.

PIER AND SHORE FISHING

The coast is rocky from Leo
Carrillo State Beach (bottom of chart)
to Point Mugu. The shore bprders the
coast highway .and is readily ac-
cessible to the fishing pubhc. This
rocky coast offers good fishigg for
opaleye. kelp bass. surfperches. and
rockfishes (grass. kelp. and ohve).
From abeaut Poiit Mugu to near Port
Hueneme. access 1s restricted since 1t
is part of the Point Mugu Naval Air
Station and Pacific Missile Range. The
sandy shore starts at Point Mugu and
extends up along the coast all the way
to Ventura. fro Ventura west to

Rincon Pomnt. sandy beaches are in-

terspersed with rocky points of land.
Along the sandy beaches extending
from Point Mugu northwestward. the
following species are taken from shofe:
walleye and barred surfperches
{excellent fishing area for ‘barred,
January to March best). California
halibut (spring and summer best).
jacksmelt. sharks (several species),
corbina. spotfin croaker. yellowfin
croaker. and occasionally kelp bass
Anglers fish about the jetties and
docks at Port Hueneme and from the
sport fishing pier {actually a fishing
float) in the Channel Islands Harbor.
About the Port Hueneme jethes.
anglers will likely find opaleye: sugf-
erches (black and shiner). rockfishes

(grass, kelp. and olive). halfmoon, and

cabezon Some of the fishes caught
from the public fishing float-at Channel

Islands Harbor are‘walleye and barred .

serfperches, staghorn  sculpin,
Califormia halibut (spring and sum-
mer]lb lingcod (winter). kelp bass.
several species of sharks and rays.

and occasionally croakers.
¢

e ¢ 4

1o

, belagic

6. 'Santa Barbara Area

\

This coasthne {Chart 6)., which en-
compasses the major southern
California sport fishing port of Santa
Barbara.-1s oriented in-an east-west
direction. This 1s the only sizable
coastal segment of the U.S. Pacfic
coast to have this orientation other
than the souti side of the Strait of
Juan de Fuca in Washington. The area
1s distinguished by the most extensive
and best-developed kelp beds along the
California coast. Lush kelp beds are
present throughout the region. but are
best developed from about Goleta Point
to Point Conception.

" At the west end ,of this areas one
of the most notable of coastal
geographical features. Point Con-
ception. This is often called the ‘Cape
of Good Hope ofethe West Coast”
because of the wide vanation in winds
and weather “found about the point,
Many times the waters south and east
of Point Conception may_be relatively
smooth and have low wind speeds over
them. Immediately north and west of
the point gnd offshore only a short
distance, hiwever.—“the seas may be
rough and the wind near gale force.

The coastline south of Point Conceptio:?

is protected by a coastal mountai
range that parallels the shore and
provides an ameliorating influence on
the prevailing northwest winds, which
are most intense from spring to early
fall. .
¢ Point-" Conception is often
described as an ecological dividing
point for marine hfe. South of the Point
is theysubtroprcal zofte; north of it 1s
‘the temperate vne.’ Many coastal
fishew. such as Pacific
barracuda ~“and yellowtail that are
common to the waters off southern
California and Baja California. Mexico,
are taken only rarely north of Pont
Conception. Conversely, some pelag

notthern marime and anadromous
species. such as coho salmon, are

23

taken only n small numbers southeast
of Point Conception 1n late wititer and
early spring.

The shorehine from Carpintema to
Point Congeption and Point Arguello is
predominantly a sandy one. broken
roccasionally by a few prominent points
with shallow .reefs close to shore.
Along most of the coast, the shore is
backed by chffs 50 to 150 feet high.

Offshore the coastal shelf is quite
broad when compared to the cgiital

areas to the south. The shelf is t5
miles wide south of Santa ara. |
narrowing westward to abo to 3

miles wide off Pgint Conception. The
depths 1n the center of the Santa
Barbara Channel range from about 200
fathoms off Santa Barbara to 250
fathoms south of Peunt Conception.

n

{

From Santa Barbara, sport fishing
boats travel to grounds-along the coast
to the west and east and offshore to
the Santa Barbara Channel Islands.
{See Chart,7.) .

A number of reefs along the coast
are excellent fishing spots. as are the
extensive kelp beds. West of Janta
Barbara. near and amid the kelp\ are
resident populations of bass.
rockfishes (olive. grass. vermtljon).
sheephead. and cagblezon. During
summer. anglers also catch Pacific
barracuda and an occasional yellow-
tail or white seabass. Pacific barra-
cuda generally work up the coas
teward Point * Conception from Sel§k
tember to November and down the
coast from January to April. Pacific
bonito sometimes show along the coast
in summer and fall. # .

Good drift-fishing locations for
California halibut and kelp bass are
found off the Goleta Beach pier: other
good halibut grounds are just east of

OFFSHORE FISHING

s
.to/
§&
é‘ 2%
g&o o e
‘ _/$§v§§§ 3
.g‘;@é"gﬁc’g’ )
SEFLSE
? S8
Qg b ¥
‘Osfv
\“§'“
-

“1® @ ® @ ® SantaBarbara Hari)q;';

2 ©®6® CoetaBeach -t

3 @ @ . GaviotaBeachPier  °~

¢ . e T .




-

L ° s O\t

.4 ... . | CHART 6

’ . Asnansy Shcrehshmg Areas

~ iy 0 < »
/- ’ . // 5 Fishing Foalities s
. - i ) .
- ) . : '
\ . i wd.. Sportboot Operonc'n- .

. ' PR -8 OlRg .

(23 -

- : f ot B : o T Kelp 4

- v - . S + Reef 4

v -

O . ~— / S ) o~ -~ Depth.in Fafhoms .
KELP BASS - ney . N -
CAL HALIBUT
YELLOWTAIL
BQNITO

GCOD
ROCKFISH”

. < 2@
SONETIMES Qv

dh—— LOLATIGNS FOR ’
NYELL WA TALL N
. SUNNE R
* , R . .
\
< J 9
\..‘—-"‘D
9, >
Tz

IN AN NEAR KE LY
¢ B80S F R

KE L P BasS

CROCK R IS4

> . SHEEDHEAD
TABLAON
BOTET 3
BARPC L S
js N
i >
=
v . = Neat By Rkt
! < - KE Wodass P
[V S SR ST |
VLS Tl (B
~ T INES N AL W)
>
. .
o
Statute Miles - T
R B P =
- - |__l‘___l.'_l_,_l_'_l_‘ . ,
. 0 1 2 3 4 > b ‘.
Nauticat Mijes
. ' 2 \ ) Vo
NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION : DRl
~ See NOS Nautical Charts z R
) 1
X ™
=
L7 J - :
. . . 2 AL
\ +
s -
" \ AL IREORNIA
VIALIBUIT
s
U . , .
ﬁ ‘ . , . IR IPR Y SN S AN
' \ Bt b A
- I O [
' v ' LW DG IS e ey
. ! GERGELPE it -f‘mm B e L.
. verts BA st 0 KELF ‘ vt .
Saﬁta \ L Cen e ATG ) ETE ,/\;‘,,\g' .Curpiniena R
uz l’., A \\ . o / ~ CARPINTERIA ST. BEACH
FRICE: e S 1 A —. 1
Y
(]
P .



U

‘

1

t
, Goleta Beach and Gaviota publlci{iers.

. | 2

Point Conception. where fishing is best«
in spring .and summer. This area also
yields occasional summer catches of
bonito and yellowtail. -

-

. . /
PIER AND SHORE FISHING

Pier fishing is awailable, at Santa
Barbara (Sterns Wharf)] and the

The Goleta Beach pier 1s noted" for
sizable catches of surfperghes.
Walleye surfperch are abundant. and
Jarred surfperch fishing | loxcellent 1n
winter and spring. Beg¥ California
halibut fishing is in spring and early
summer. and.tomcod, spotfin croaker.
sand shark. and jacksmelt enter the
pier angler's catch mostly during July.

- August. and September.

At the Santa Barbara pier.
anglers also catch a variety'vof surf-
perches (rubberlip. shimer. walleye.
and barred). as well as white croaker.
jack and Pacific mackerels. a few
California halibut. and even an oc-
casional bonito if the fish are running
close to shore. )
> Another public fishing Jjpier 1s a
short distance west of Santa Barbara
at Gaviota Beach State Patk. Here
anglers take such species as walleye
and, barred surfperches. sharks.
Calif®tnia  halibut (in 'spring and
summer), lingcod (winter)., kelp bass.
rockfishes. and ‘occasignally croakers.

The beaches west of Capitan to
north of 7Point Conception are
especially good for surf fighing. Sandy-
shore species include" the barred
sucfperch (January through March
best), walleye and rubberlip Ssurf-
perches. spotfin croaker (usually a
brief summer run in this area). and
California halibut (late’ spring and
‘summer best). Rocky-shore anglgrs
most often encounter cabezon, bldck
surfperch. and olive. kelp, and grass
rockfishes. ’

Immediately north of Point Con-
ception at Jalama. anglers cast into the
surf for barred. silver. and walleye
surfperches, and. kelp greenling.
Farther north,, from Point Arguello
fhorth to Point Sal (not. shown on
chart}. the coastal area_ is usually
closed to civilian use due to Navy and
Air Force missile-launching facilities.
with the exception of a small beach at
the town of Surf. Here there is good -
surf” fishing for barred. silver. calico.
@ 1 walleye surfperches and

E lC‘fornia h.alibut.

- 40

-

78 Southern California’
Islands .

.
-

°

All the southern California 1slands
(Charts 7 and 8] are~important to
marine game fishing and probably will
become increasingly important in
future years. These islands are San
Clemente. Santa Catalina. Santa
Barbara. San Nitcolas. Apacapa
(covered separately. Chart 5). Santa
Cruz, Santa, Rosa. and San Miguel. All
are in the general area southeast of
Point Conception near the southwest
edge of the area commonly known as
the southern California Bight. which
extends from Point Conception to off-
shore San Diego. The edge of the
continental shelf 1s west of the offshore
islands and about 25 miles west of,
Point Conception. extending southeast
in a general northwest-southeast direc-
tion and passing about 120 miles off-
. shore from San Diego. Between the
edge of the coptinental shelf and. the
,southern California coast is a series of
deep basins, some reaching a depth of
1,000 fathoms or more.

The current flow within the
southern California Bight and in the
vicinity of the islands is generally
counterclockwise. Sea surface tem-
peratures during the summer are
usually warmest, at the center of a
current gyre that oc near the
center of the Gulf of Gdtalipa—an area
bordered by Catalina
north, San Clemente

4

3

>

southwest. and the mainland coast
near Oceanside on the .east.,This
warm#water Zone is one of the better
fishing areas for striped, marlin and
swordfish. Other high: surface tem-
peratures “Wire sometimes noted in
summer south of" Santa Cruz and
Anacapa islands- again, these warm-
water areas represent good locations

" at times for the highly prized swosdfish'

and marlin.

SANTA BanBara CHANNE L BLANDS

Many of the good fishing areas
about the Santa Barbara Channel
Islands are noted on Chart 7. Chart 5
provides information on Anacapa
Island. easternmost and smallest of the
four Santa Barbara Channel Islands.
Sport fishing boats wisit all these

- islands from Port Hueneme, Channel

Islands Harbor, Ventura.Harbor. and
Santa Barbara. During summer,
albacere boats " occasionally travel
farther offshore near the edge of the
continental shelf. southwest of Santa’
Rosa and San Miguel islands and
below $pn Nicolas Island.

The climate about the Santa
Barbara Channel Islands is usually
influenced by northwest winds from
spring through summer, though the
wind intensity 1s .moderated slightly .
owing to their distance south and east
of Point Conception. Fog and low
stratus clouds are common about the
westernmost 1slands during late spring
and summer.

The westernmost .sland.' San
Miguel. is 7 milés long. 3 miles wide.
and rises to a“height of 831 feet.”The
island coastline is predominafely rocky
with many shoal areas along the west
and north sides. Sandy beaches are
scattered about the island: the beach
at the west end contains one of the
largest seal and sea lion rookeries in .
southern California. About the island
are several good places for fishing
lingcod and rockfishes. )

Santa Rosa; Island is privately
owned and has a rocky shore along the
northwest and southwest sides:
however, the east end has a number of
sandy beaches. Good fishing for
species noted on the chart. and for
rockfishes and lingcod. can be found
nearshore about the morthern and
western ends of the island.

The western islands (Santa Rosa
and San Miguel) have not been fished
as extensively as the islands closer to

L Y
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« fishing
\ _wind. weather,

~

~Channel
«» owned: it and Anacapa Island have the

-

nd Santa
that sport

the ports in the Ventura
‘Barbara areas. Thw distanc
ats are réquireg to~travel is
ortant factor Additionally.
and/ sea conditions
*apBut these 1slads Age usually more
severe than.at the i1slands to the east.
Santd Cruz is the largest of the
Islands and is privately

an im

most sport fishing pressure. Rock
fishing is good all about the island;
fishing is usually best on the southeast
side, which 1s protected from the
westerly winds. Sometimes this lee side
of the island has excellent fishing for
yellowtail and bonito. Bluefin tuna
have been taken off th® southwest end
commercially during- the summer. so
this area has a potentralf‘for a sport
fish catch of this specnes

-

S/\\ Ni. oL ASt lbl AN
l «

' San S\i-ﬂ:olas _[Chart 7) 15.25 miles

_ southwest of Senta Barbara ‘Island.

¢

Fhe nearest pagn? on the ‘mainland 1s
Point Vicepte, .55 mrles to the north-
et The island is’ owned by the U.S.
Navy and ‘the surroundnng water 1s a
naval restricted area. so consult
Notices to Marnr}ers before fnshrng
about the island.

The islahd is £//z miles long, and
the highest point is 907 feet above sea
level. A sizable ghoal area extends

araund 1it. principally on the northwgst’

and north sides. The bottom types are
scattered rocky areas on the north,and
west ends, with shallow areas of sand
and white_ant green shélls' The shore
is rocky., ‘except Yor isolated sandy
bedches, a;;d the easf emd has the
greatest predominance of_sand.

Fishing is good about the entire
‘island. but, only aSmall. athount of

\,frshmg effo\t is expended i the area.

Sport fishing boatg from Port Hueneme
and Channel Islands Harbor and from
the Los Angeles area sometimes fish
here. No one section is noted for being
distinctively better than the others.
This island will probably ses lncreased

- fishing-in thte futurg.

.
.

SANTA BARBARA ISLAND

-

— The small island
(Chart 7) is 20 mile

Santa Barbara
st of the “waest

“end” of Catalina Island. It is dbout 1.
mile“long and Y2 mile wide and rises

abruptly to a peak of 635 feet above
sea level. The shore is rocky, and kelp
areas are common about the entire
island; the heaviest kelp growth is
along the north side.

\ - Fishing boats from the Los 4ggeles
area and from Port Huen and
Channel Islands Harbor frequent Sarma
Barbara Island. Anglers fish all about

-

-

; &
the 1sland., and no one area is noted
for having better fishing than another.
Albacore are sometipes taken about 5
miles southeast of the island. To the
south about 6 miles 1s Osborne Bank, a
good fishing area for rockfishes,
lingcod, and occasionally bluefin tuna
and albacore.

SANTA CATALINA ISLAND

Because of its g.?ximity to
metropolitan Los Anygéles. Santa
Catalina .Island (Chart 8) has been
fished intensively by marine game fish
anglers for a great number of years.
Santa Catalina Island is privately
owned and is one of the largest of the
eight southern California islands.
Although the island points in a north-
west-southeast  direction, common
terminology results in the northwest
end being called the “"west end” and
the southeast end. near Avalon. being
called the *‘east end.”” The island 1s
about 6 miles wide and {8 miles long.
The northwest third is constricted. and
the narrowest point is called the “isth-

. mus.”™ Here the island is only about

one-third of a mile wide with Isthm
Cove on the' northeast side ahd
Catalina Harbor on the southwest side.
The island rises to an altitude of about
2,000 féet; much of if is over 1, 000 feat
. high. )
The coastline about Catahna‘ is’
rocky in mosf places. and patches of
kelp frequently are found nearshore.
"Sizable kelp greas occur near the west
end and near the entrance to Catalina
Harbor. Some patchy areas occur

_south of the isthmus toward the east

end{ The south side (southwest] has
good' fishing for & number of species

(see chart). and white ‘seabass are’
frequently caught w}}\l\ehnightfishing.

Kelp bass are fished inshore, and the
sandy coves offer good fishing for

California hal.but and ocean whitefish.
Excellent billfishing for striped

“maslin and broadbill swordfish can be
found off, the east end during the
summer. Bluefin tuna,K are sometimes
taken south and west of the island.
between Santa Catalina and San
Clemente islands. The “‘228-fathom
spot,”” 5 miles northeadt of Avalon
Harbor, is good during late summer for

~ marlin and swordfish. The *'58-fathom

‘PoipiesT™ the mainland.

spot” (also known as ‘“‘14-mile bank”

< and Lasuen Seamount), about midway

between Avalon Harbor and Dana
is good for
striped- marlin, swordfish, and
albacore (July thfough September).
This bank also provides good fishing
for rockfishes. Southwest of the 58-
fathom spot. toward Catalina -and S

Clemente islands. is another goo
fishing, area for striped marlin and

swordfish. ,
27
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SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND

The large island of ‘San Clemente
(Chart 8) is about 70 miles west of the
mainland off Oceanside and about 45
miles south of Long Beach. The entire
island is the property of the U.S. Navy
and there are no civihan marinas or
access. Portions of .the
surrounding waters are restricted
because of naval operations.

The island is about 18 miles long
and from 2% to 3% miles wide; its
highest elevation is about 1,900 feet.
The coastal shelf is narrow, par-
ticularly on the northeast side. The
shore is rocky, apd the bottom types
nearshore are g mixture of rock, mud,
and sand. This®type of substrate allows
kelp to attach, and kelp patches are
common with the -most prominent
growths at the north end. Kelp also is
found along the west side with con-
centrations around China Point and
just west of Pyramid Head at thi
southern end. Caution. must be

. exercised in fishing the south end of

the island since it is frequently used
for naval target practice. Information
on scheduled military activities and
restricted zones is published in the
local Notice to, Mariners. Along_ the
northéast side. t0' about 20 fathoms in
depth. there is kelp. The kelp growth is
close to®Qore owing te the sharp slope’
of the bottom. ~

Sport fishing boats from the Los
Angeles area frequent the island. and

-most of the fishing 1s at about the

north end and along the east side.

Species taken are listed on th2 chart.

Three well-known grounds are Slide
Area,” “‘Purse Seine Rock,” and ‘‘Fish
Hook''—all .on the east side. Good
fishing, is also found along the south-
west side. although it is more exposed |
to the nortHwest winds and  rough
seas. Bluefin tuna sometimes are found
along the southwest side. and albacore
are frequently caught south and south:_
west of the island during the summer.

10080 Avalon. Catalinanlsl’and
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA =~ . .

' From Point Conception north, the coastline is rugged and
relatively unprotected from the force* of the sea and
prevailing northwest winds. These winds deflect surface
waters 6ffshore, creating vertical currents that bring up cold,
nutrient-rich bottam® water from the depths in a process
. called ‘upwelling.” In northern California. majér upwelling
begins in spring, and the inverted bottom water is often 5¢ to
10°F colder than the sun-warmed surface water it replaces.
This is why ‘the seawater north of Point Conception is
relativelv cold in summer compared to other areas in the
same latitude and why s er and winter sea temperaturgs
vary only a few degrees.

The weather along this coast is fairly uniform with early
morning and evening fogs, cool weather during summer, and
rainy winters: The air temperature has no great peaks or
dips during the course of the year.

Anglers. who fish the northern California coast should be

‘ .

aware that seq and weather conditions can change rapldly,
and some areag can be extremely dangerous at times. Check
locally before fishing unfamiliar territory and take a tide
book with you. When choosing a- shor
observe the waves dlong shore and_

glance up periodically to check sea conditions. The tide las a
way of coming in with unexpected rapidity, and one can
become stranded very easily. Never fish alone along un
protected rocky stretches of the open coast; and when you
plan a boating trip, adways leave word about your destination
and when-you expect to return. Repor,tsﬁ{ev received each

year of people swept from rocks and small boats overtirned -

by unexpected waves of great size, or swept out to sea.by
strong currents. Experienced anglers, even those who fish the
same area year after year, abide by these rules. They have
learned to respect the inconsistent' nature of the sea along
this rugged expanse of open coast.

~29 . .

ishing spot, firat
le fishing ‘always
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9/Point Sal to
Point Piedras Blancas

The section of coast described in Chart
9 1s the first major marine game
fishing area north of Point Conception.
The coastline alternates between
broad sandy beaches and, rocky
headlands and is backed by low rolling
hills. Shore anglers cast from sandy
beaches for surfperch and baijt cast
and poke-pole along rocky shores.
Steelhead run up creeks November
through February- during years of
heavy ramnfall. Offshore bottomfishing
1s good vyear-round. and albacore:
salmon. and bon are avalable
seasonally. In sofie- years. white
seabass also add to the sport catch.

In additon to angling. abalone
picking and clamming are very popular

in this region. which has one of the.
heawes%concentrations of pismo clams”

along the California coast’

h ]

% POINT SAL 1Q POINT BUCHON

The Sait Luis Obispo Bay area has
offshore bottomfishing for rockfishes
and. to a lesser degree. Iingcod%
cabezon. In general. blue. gopHer.
0§ve. and copper rockfishes are taken

in the nearshore skiff fishing areas.

while bocaccio, rosy. vermilion.
chilipepper. starry. and yellowtail
rockfishes tend to dominate the party
boat catches farther offshore.
California halibut are taken over sandy
bottom in San Luis Obispo Bay and
.areas to the south: bonito and white
seabass are sometimes taken from
summer to late fall. Baats also go out
for chinook (king) salmon from early
spring to midsummer when good runs
develop. and occasionally a few coho
salmon are caught.

Q Fishing - is available

at Pismo

Emc‘ch pier, the .county pier in Avila.

and at the Port San Luis per.
Jacksmelt. surfperches {edlico. walleye.

silver. shiner. and barred}. sculpin.
white croaker. and young bocaccio.
usually form most of the catch:
sometimes queenfish and an oc-

casional white seabass are landed.
Barracuda often are taken from the
Pismor pier in September and October.
At the south end of Pismo Beach
State‘({m ,surf anglers cast for
barted. "calico. and silver surfperches
and jacksmelt. Farther north along the
rocky coastline between Shell Bepch
and Avila. anglers fish from shore for
kelp greenling, lingcod. and cabezon.
At low tide. poke-polers at Shell Beach

. search rocky crevices for monkeyface

.

Y

©

L2

/

eels. cabezon. and greenlings.

MORRO BAY AREA

Morro Bay, its picturesque fishing
fleet set against the backdrop of a 576-
foot-high Morro Rock, is a town that
draws many visitors during the
summer. and fall. Party boats operate
year-round. weather permitting. The
catch of the Morro Bay party boat
fleet is similar to that of Avila boats,
with albacore contributing to the sport
catch during the fall. Many sport boats
fish exclusively for this species when it
runs off the coast. and best fishing is
usually in September. and early
October—some ye@rs the run may last
well into December. Albacore Aare
known to come as close as 6 miles
from shore. but fishing usually takes
place from 1@ to 20 miles but.

Small-craft fishermen fish the
waters in and outside of Morro Bay
Harbor. but currents around the
harbor entrance and unpredictable
weather make it advisable to check
with the harbor maSter at the
Municipal Pier fpr information on
tides. currents, cﬁ;nnel areas. etc., if
you plan to ventune outside the harbor.
Inside Morro Bay, skiff anglers catch
starry flounder, California halibut,
jacksmelt., leopard and- brown
smoothhound sharks, rays. and

. walleye. black. and shiner surfperches.

¢

_ fishing_along the shores of Morro Bay

, surfperches

.

2
H

Outside in the ocean. the small-boat
catch is similar to the nearshore party
boat” catch—blue. gopher. and copper
rockfishes. cabezon, and lingcot.
There is pier. dock. ,and bank

for starry flounder, jacksmelt. and
(shiner. walleye, and
black). Some of the rocky coves along
the causeway leading out to Morro
Rock are especially good for surf-
perches (striped. walleye. black. and
barred). as well as starry flounder.
cabezon. monkeyface eel. jacksmelt.
and ,occasionally lingcod The power-
plant outfa]l on the north side of Morro
-Rock is ahother productive place to
fish.for surfperches. and infrequently
a striped bass wanders in. attracted

2

”

a

ing for cabezon,

“Summoré;xly. -

K

by the warm discharge 'water. Fishing
from the jetty at the harbor mouth is

_ discouraged because of unpredictable

entrance.
fishing for barred

seas at the hartfor .
Ocean-shor ishi
surfperch takes place along the sandy

- spit that separates the bay from the

sea. This is also a popular clamming
area. Access is by way of a road
approachmg from the south ({four-
wheel-drive vehicles only) or by boat.

A "Clam Taxi" based at the foot of
Fourth® Street shuttles, passengers
across the bay to the spit when

weather permits.

AREAS TO THE NORTH

North of Morro Bay the shoreline
1s charactenzed by sandy beaches in-
terrupted by rock- and boulder-strewn
shores. affording excellent fishing.
Calicp. silver. and barred surfperches
are taken along sandy shores, and
from rocky stretches there is bait cast-
striped, surfperch,
grass rockfish. and’ kelp greenling, and
poke-poling for eels.

At the Cayucos Pier.
white croaker. queenfish.

jacksmelt,
staghorn

> sculpin. and young bocacgio are.the

usual fare. Starry flounder. surf-
perches (walleye, shiner, silver.
barred. and spotfin), and an oc-

casional swell shark also are caught.
North of the pier there 1s rocky-shore
fishing “for kelp greenling. calico and
silver surfperches: and ' cabezon.
Cayucos Beach has grunion ruhs -
during spring and summef and is the
northernmost beach in California with
grunion runs.
Around

the Point ' Estero area,

v
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Route 1 swings inland through farm
* country and there is no access to
- shore until you reach the Cambria-San

Simean area. -

At San Simeon, anglers fish from
the pier for starry flounder. California
halibut. skates. and surfpefches
(barred. calico. and silver). and oc-
.casionally catch a -salmon or a
steelhead. There is shore fishing
around the mouths of streams for
barted and calhco surfperches and
lingcod; at times. these streams are
good for steelhead during years of
heavy rainfall. )

Party boats operate from the San
Simeon pier during summer. fishing
mostly for bottom species. although
trips are made for chinook salmon
when a good run develeps. This section’
of the coast has.no skiff launching
facilities, but smadll boats are
sometimes launched over the beaches
in calm weather, Most skiff fishing
takes place ?g%m May to Septémber.

Along the rocky stretch of

" goastline from San Simeon Point north
to Point Piedras Blancas. shore fishing
is excellent fdr surfperches (calico.
barred, silver. <and striped), kelp
greenling. grass rockfish. and cabezon.

Most shore areas are open to the

public.

North of Point Piedras Blancas the

topagraphy becomes precjpitous as °

Route 1 winds its way toward the
¢ towering cliffs of the Big Sur coast.
There is lttle access to shore along
this majestic route for over 60 miles
until one reaches-Point Lobos and the
Carmel-Monterey Bay grea (Chart 10).

1

i) ‘Monlerey Bay Areq

Along this scenic stretch of California
coast (Chart 10) rainy days alternate
with days of crisp sunshine during
winter. while spring brings blustery
weather as prevailing northwesterly
winds intensify. *During summer, fog
cools most of the coast. while autumn
days are often warm and sunny as the
onshore winds, decrease. bringing little +
fog to the area. Tliz"w8ather along the
northern shore of Monterey Bay differs
somewhat. particularly around Santa
Cruz, which is protected from the-
prevailing winds by the curve of the
land. ( This. area is almost fog-free
dui‘iﬂ summer.
onterey Bay is an importaht
creational fishing area. and an
mpressive number and variety of
marine game fish are taken here. Most
sport fishing from party boats is for
bottomfish (particularly rockfishes)
although albacbre. bonito. and chinook
salmon also are landed in season. In
some years salmon are abundant in
the bay in spring and good fishing may
last till latt summer. In general. the
major marine sport fishes caught from
boats and from shore are rockfishes.
chinook salmon. California halibut,
Pacific sanddab. surfperches, lingcod.
kelp greenling. white croaker. and

albacore.
~ 3 2 .

Pacific Grove "

’ .
2000 ® Monterey Harbor

3 @+ © @@ MossLandingHarbbr
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s 000

Santa Cruz Pier -
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*Summar pnly
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SHORE AND PIER FISHING
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As one approaches the Monterey
Bay area from the south. there is little -
access , to shore along this rugged
section of the coast as State Highway 1
makes a gradual descent out of the
mountainous Big Sur country and then -
passes through rolling coastal hills
before dropping down to sea level
about a mile south of Carmel. Where
the shoreline can be reached there is
excellenp rocky-shore fishing for
lingcod, = kelp greenling. cabezon.
striped surfperch. and rockfishes (kelp.
blue. grass. and ohve).

Shore fishermen can reach tHe
beaches of the Monterey Peninsula
from the south by way of 17-Mile Drive
(toll road).”which has a south entrance
at Carmel. or by approaching from the
northeast through the town of Mon-
terey. Along scemc 17-Mile Drive.
shore fishing 1s allowed at Fanshell
Beach. just north of Cypress Point. in
Pacific Grove at Asilomar State Beach,
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and between Point Pinos,and Lover's
Point. Some of the more common
specie$ taken by shore anglers at these *
locations are striped surfperch. kelp
greenling, cabezon. and blue rockfish.
Sometimes steelhead are caught
around the mouth of the Carmel River
in fall after heavy rains. but fishing.
even at its best. is considered spotty.
The town of Monterey has two
public piers. but most fishing takes
place from Municipal Pier #2 at the
eastern end of the harbor. Here the
catch is young bocaccio. blue rockfish,
surfperches (sharpnose. pile, and
shiner), jacksmelt, white croaker, and,
some years, jack mackerel in summer.
Broad sandy beaches rim the
coast from the Monterey Pemnsula
north along the inner curve of the bay
all the way to Seacliff State Beach:
Most beaches offer excellent fishing
for a variety of sandy-shore fishes.
Striped bass sometimes are taken by
surf casters during the summer along
beaches¢ from Monterey north to the °
Salinas River. (Check locally about
fishing the Fgrt Ord area—beachfront
restrictions change from day to day)
All&beaches north of the Salinas River
offer. excellent surf fishing for sand

' sole, jacksmelt, and surfperches

(batred. calico. silver,’ and walleye).
There also is surf netting for night
smelt in summer along beaches ad-
jacent tg, Moss Landing.

At the entrance to Moss Landmg
harbor, anglers fish from_the jetty for
surfperches (rubberlip, black. pile,
white, and walleye). starry flounder,

and occasionally California halibut anr;%*

striped bass. There is also fishipg fro
shore inside Elkhorn Slough for some
of the surfperches above plus sharks,
rays. sand sole, and starry flounder. -
The northern end of Seacliff State
Beach, near Aptos, has a fishing pier
(actually a cement ship) from which
anglers catch Racific sanddab. surf-
perches [shiner, walleye. barred. and

‘- striped), white croaker, jacksmelt,

small bocaccio. jack mackerel (during
some summers). and an occasional
California * halibut, starry flounder,
lingcod, salmon, and steelhead.

Rocky outcroppings and low bluffs
begin to interrupt sandy beaches north
of Aptos, and rocky-shore fishes start
to appear in the angler’s catch, finally *
replacing sandy-shore fishes in im-
portance as one proceeds westward.

: 34

sandy bottom., the usual fare is
croaker, jacksmelt, small
ccio, walleye and shiner surf-
perches, cabezon., staghorn sculpin,

To the west at/the Santa Cruz
pier; anglers catch both rocky and
sandy shore fishes such as surf-
perches (white, shiner, walleye. and a
few barred). lingcod. cabezon, young
bocaccio, kelp rogkfish, topsmelt. .
jacksmelt, staghorn sculpin, skates,
Pacific sanddab. sand sole, starry
flounder, and white croaker. There is
now an artificial tire reef under this
pier. Rockfishes_ are taken from Santa
Cruz Small-Craft Harbor jetties, and in
some years coho salmon and steelhead
are taken around the mouth of thp San
Lorenzo Riyer.

From Natural Bridges State Beach
north to Afio Nuevo Point the*shoreline
changes rather abruptly to a
predominantly rocky coastline. and fog
and blustery northwest winds once
‘again sweep the coast. This rocky
shoreline offers excgllent shoré flshmg
for kelp greenlmg. cabezon, grass
rockfish, and slrfperches (calico.
walleye. rainbow, striped, and.silver).
Where the rocky dhoreline_is -broken
occasionally by short ches of,
sandy beach. netters work the surf’
from Scott Creek northward for surf
and night smelts from March to
October. d

g PARTY BOAT FISHING \

Commercial sport fishing boats
operate year-round out of Monterey
and Santa Cruz and intermittently out
of %apitola and Moss Landing.

The fleet hased at Monterey,
which fishes mainly for rockfishes. has
expanded its range over the past 10
years. Boats now travel as far south as
Point Sur (a major fishing ground),
whereas most fishing previously took
place north of Castle Rock. Blue.
yellowtail, anda olive rockfishes
dominafe the party boat landings
although an assortment of other rock-
fish species also contribute "to the
catch. Those taken in the shalower
nearshore areas along the kelp are
blue, olive. black, copper, starry. and
rosy rockfishes. In deeper water ts
in Monterey Bay and .off Point Sum

and an occasional barged surfperch. R

«
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yellowtail. blue. widow. bocaccio. and
greenspotted rockfishes predominate.

Monterey party boat anglers also take ,

lingcod, Pacific sanddab. Pacific bonito
(in summer, September best). sablefish.
and albacore (late summer). In most
years.. albacore schools appear about
10 to 15 miles offshore. usually in
water about 61° to 64°F.

* Along the north shore of Monterey
Bay. Santa Cruz and Capitola party
boats fish over the rocky reefs from
Point Santa Cpuz north to Afio Nuevo
Point for rockfishes., lhngcod. and
cabezon. The ATo.Nuevo grounds are
exceptionally good for lingcod and blue

/

and black rockfishes. Other rockfishes *

entering the party boat catch along
this northern section of the coast
include copper. olive. brown,
yellowtail.” widow. greenspotted.
bpcaccno and chilipepper—the last
five in deepwater areas. Party boats
also go after chinook salmon during
the season when good runs develop
(best catches usually in May and
June). Along the north shore. the party
“boats catch other fi such as
bonito, sablefish. p‘etr*ole. rock
sole. Pacific sanddab.” and kelp

greenling.

SKIFF FISHING '
*  Most of the Monterey Bay area
skiff catch is made up of several
species of rockfishes. Pacific sanddalf.
chinook salmon. and lingcod. Most
+ small-boat fishing' takes place inside
Monterey Bay. although on calm dgws
Monterey skiff anglers occasionally
venture out around the peninsula
between Point Pinos and Cypress Point
to fish for lingcod and some of the
nearshore rockfishes. or try their luck
in Carmel Bay. .

Inside Carmel Bay. skiffs work
along the edge of the kelp for lingcod
and rockfishes; sqgmetimes. in summer.
,jack mackerel d bonito makeeya
showing in the bay. Occasionally,
‘salmon are taken when a good run

develops. Skiff anglers making the trip-

around the Monterey Peninsula to
Carmel Bay are warned that the
return trip can be extremely rough, if
not impossible. on all but the calmest
days.

@ ""'thin Monterey Bay. from early
E lC to late summer. skiff anglers

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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troll for chinook salmon 1n areas
shown"on the chart. Pacific sanddabs

. are plentiful over sandy bottom. and

California hahbut are taken trolling
just beyond the surf line s
summer and fall. The area south of the
Salinas River is closed by the military

during °

o

when Fort Ord target ranges are in »

use. so check locally before fishing this
section of the bay. Warning flags are
flown from the Coast Guard break-
water in Monterey when this area is -
restricted.

Skiff anglers out of Moss Landing on
Elkhorn Slough fish both the tidewater
section of the sldugh and outside in,
Monterey Bay. The area around the;
entrance is particularly good for
Pacific sanddab. sablefish, white
croaker, and occasionally California
Rahbut. Salmon trolling is very popular
with Moss Landing skiff anglers. who
actively fish in the bay for chinooi
salmon during the season (June an
July considered best). Surfperches are
partitularly abundant inside the
slough. the most common species
being rubberlip. black. pile. white. and
walleye. Jacksmelt, sand sole. staghom
sculpin. starry flounder. and sharks
and rays also are common in the
estuary. A shark derby is held in Moss

s Landing each year. .
To the north and west skiff |
anglers who fish off Capitola bring in:a
mixed catch of blue rockfish, whit
croaker, Pacific sanddab. iacksmel?
and Cefifornia halibut. Boats also wor
the area off the Seacliff pier and to the.
south for California halibut, starry=~
flouridder. white croaker. petrale sole,
and sablefish. To the-west. Santa Cruz
small-boat anglers fish“mainly the reef
and ‘kelp areas for rockfishes (blue,
grass. and brown). lingcod. and
cabezon. or troll along the sandy
beaches to® the east for halibut in
summer. During the salmon season

boats work the area betwe‘en‘Sunset
Beach and Davenport. :
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II. Approaches lo
SankFrancisco Bay

Chart 11" covers the,ocean approaches
to the major port city of.Saa Fran-
cisco—fishing inside San Francisco
Bay 1s covered separately. (See Chart
12)

The chmate along this coast 1s
cool and temperate with little seasonal
" variation in air temperature. During
summer, San ‘Francisco's famous fog
funnels in through the Golden Gate
mornings and evenings. drawn inland
by the warming of the Central Valley.

Most offshore recreational fishing
is for chinook salmon from spring
through fall, although bottomfish tend
tn dominate the sport catch in areas
south of San Pedro Point where salmop
runs occur less predictably. In most
years, migrating albacore are taken
around the Farallon Islands in fall. -

b4

PIEON POINT TO@F MOON Bay <

The main angling activities from
Pigeon Point to Bean Hollow State Park
{once Arroyo de log Frijoles and Pebble
State beaches) are rock fishing and
poke-poling from shore. From Bean
Hollow State Park north to Pillar Point
the shore is alternately sandy beach
and rocky outcroppings. Along this
coast, striped bass begin to enter the
shore anglers’ catch during summer
and early fall; some of the better
_locations are Pescadero State Beach.
San Gregdrio State Beach, Martins.
Beach, and -Half Moon Bay State
Beaches. These are also good areas for
surfperches (calico. silver, and oc
casionally redtail) and for netting surf
and night smelts (March to October).

. Pillar Point Harbor on_Half Moon
Bay is the major recreational fishing-
,~~rt; along this section of coast, and

E TCr y boats based at the harbor fish

Rl A rimext provided by ERic
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over nearshore and offshpre reefs for
. lingcod, cabezon. and rockfishes (blue,
copper. olive. and yellowtail).
Occasiongl bottomfish trips.dre made
to the Fafallon Islands* arid albacore
imes taken west of the
Farallghs from August to October.
Small-boat anglers" actively fish for
salmon wher®the fish \nake a showing
nearshore, or fish on ‘the bottom
around the entrance to the harbor and

north *along Pillar Point for rockfishes -

(blue, black. ‘canary. copper. ssand
olve), lingcod. cabezon, and white
croaker. ro

Inside Pillar Point Harbor, anglers
fish from the Princeton Pier for Pacific
‘sanddab, white croaker, surfperthes
(silver, walleye. and shiner), jacksmelt,
topsmelt, brown smoothhdund shark,
skates, staghorn sculpin, and rock-

fishes, (brown. small bocaccio,and -

kelp).-Anglers also fish from the east
and west jetties that partially enclose
“the harbor. At the’ west jetty the catth
consists maigly of striged surfperch,
kelp greenhing, cabezon, grass rockfish.
and occasionally lingcod. From the
‘east jetty, they catch sandy bottom
species such as white croaker.bparry
flounder. sand sole, and erlip

rubb
surfperch. —

°

g

\ -
\QQ.\R PoiNT NORTH TO THE GOLDEN GATE

North of Pillar Point the coast
becomes rocky once again 1atil you
reach - Montara State Beach—a
narrow. coarse-sand beach backed by

sandstone bluffs. Here surf casters .,
take surfperches (silver, redtail, -and>

calico] and ,catch striped bass during
the summer. -

i
North of the State Park, Highway °

1 is gbove steep sandstone cliffs and
access to shore ise difficult, if not
dangerous, especially around ' the
Devils, Slide area. Many hikers-have
lost tkeir lives on this unstable cliff.
and the hazardous warning signs
should be heeded. , E .

At Point San Pedro, on Shelter ~

Cove, skiffs can be rented and launch-
ed when weather permits. The ‘area
off the Point is especially good for
rockfishes (black, blue, and canary).
" lingcod. and white croaker. During
good salmon years. chinook are landed
off the Point in spring and summer;
striped bass are taken from boats and
from ghore during late summer and
fall. . .
The coast north of Point San Pedro
has no party Woat operations, skiff
rentals, or launching facilities; all

these facilities are in San Francisco -

Bay  (Chart 12). However, a’ public
fishing pier, has been constructed
recently at Pacifica. From Pagifica
north tb the Golden Gate the coast is
mostly sandy beach. and it is along
these beaches that the heaviest runs of
striped bass goccur in the surf. The

- 36
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map shows some of the more popular
fishing spots, although this entire coast
is good for striped bass when they are
* running. One of the most heavily fished
places is ,Bakers Beach near -the
Golden Gate Bridge. These ocean
beaches are  also good bait-casting
areas for redtail surfperch during
winter and spring. and, at times, for
jacksmelt. and other surfperches
(silver. calico,-and walleye).

The Gulf of the Farallons is fished
primarily by San Francisco Bay party
boats and occasionally boats from Half.
Moon Bay. This _area prdduces the”
most tonsistent ocean sport fishing for
salmon in the State.”Most fishing iﬁr
chinook 'salmon, altheugh some cohp
-also are landed. The season extends
from, mid-February through mid-
November (check State regulations),
and there are two major chinook
runs—one in' the spring and one in the
fall. During -the height of the spring
ryn from_ abdut March to June, most

fishing occurs offshore between
Duxbury, Reef and the Fax@hl@nds.
, while from-July to mid-October the fish

.

g

are taken cloger to shore. The most
productive area for large fall-fun
chinook extends from the San Frap-
cisco light, buoy, or “light buckef.”
ormer site of the San Francisco-
lightship. to the Marin County beaches
and north to Duxbury Reef. where
ishing is -best from July through
September. The Golden Gate area.”
especially around Mile Réck and the
south tower of the bridge, is also a
good fishing spot in midsummer and
fall for striped bass and occasionally
salmon. ) . -
When sglmon are not running,
boats may fish for rockfishes
(yellowtail, ,bocaccio, copper, blue, and
vermilion), ‘and lingcod around the
Farallon Islands, and occasionally
travel as far west as Cordell Bank,
about 20 miles west of Point Reyes.

s [
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S
@ San Pedro Point_

Pacifica Pier\ c
*Launching skid forvental -
° ‘boats apty, Carfop bosts Y
‘ate lauinched ftom besch.. 2




-

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

« 12
N bt eaRT Ny
. - 3 BAY ARLA FISHING)
. g2
38° . ’ /
00 Pt Reyes &
N AN
- - S
\ FLOUNDE R
\ TLURBOT N
T / SANLDLAB /
TOXORMIELU BANK T
\Fo ROJKE 154 -
EXCELLENT BOI TOM -
£35; G, THOQUGH NOT ¢
Wi L F1SHED)
S o o r 4
-\’. ‘\ ™y
- TN ’ S SRS
L GENERALSALMPEN TROLLING AREA AR
MID.FEBRUARY(TO MID:NOVEMBER g S "@% o A
¢ CHINOOK AND YOME COHO (SILVER) R , s -
SALMON e %%;’ fy %}5 p. v
O( 22 4 ‘ALl&Mom GOLO
< R ;: ST, (a
o ‘ - . BN%&/RH .
: o e sTrieen e Lo @
A %5\ %, -~ Sy SALMON ’} e i
s\ d - / e
/>-‘—~\ B PR HALIBUT s
A < (SEAL ROCKS)
o . Laa éﬁ\
' S5
. RS STRIPED
- ¥ BASS
n
-7 L .
AN B+ wge -2 RGE CAINOOK SALMON
(LULY-NID NOV) - |
. > z l ’
CINGT L B - ‘
NIRNIPTINP - Aha ¢
VE RAG L ONS o [ =)
sLut ~. \
te E_L wrarn, C oo
COBPE « >~ SN = i
BROCALLHD > ) ™ - v
" [l [
- 1 - Y
—y . /‘v
o - : SKIFF AREA
— . ROCKEISH
- v . LINGCOD © N
- . : WHITE CROAKER '
C - N ) CHINOOK SAI_MON
el N ) STRIPED BASS
/
— /
AL Al = 1‘/u<‘ TSRS REQIOST an
37 o AGHLUST Tl 1 g , ROCKF |5H
ST A , e LINGCOD
O { .
& . . - ROCKEISH
. - LINGCOD
> CABE 20,
z \ o ) L}
| ‘ ., .
. . - ( ' OCCASIONALLY SALMEOIN
. ROCKFISH | RUNS OLCUR NE ARSHORE
123100 -~ NG LINGCOD FROM SAN F RANCISCOY
~ { g ~ L., SOUTH TO SANTA CRUZ
- \ g ?y
. 7 \\ /// “ /
- N / /
CHART 11 T e N ,
. \ /':’,’ / :
N\ ! ;7///
aaasassa  Shorefishing Areas . i "5/// N
- .
L , Bottomfishing Areas — 7
‘3 Fishing Facilities . %
. . )
1
ok Sportboat Operation \ . HOC oo
4 P p
. v AND R
3 LANGC O OPascageeg Py
“x , . - bl ~ voox
MR Kelp ‘ ! \\\ 2/«
~. o
. . .
Depth n Fothoms <\ Statute Miies . P
h ) L2 3 4 5 10
\ l 1 11 1 l l [} -
7 T T 177 | |
. o 1 273 4 g 10 L
Nautica) M i
/
) . NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION
v J See NOS Nautical Charts
B 22:430
[ERIC —e 22




E

-

There 1s some skiff fishing -for
chinook salmgn off Muir and Stinson
beaches in late summer. but weather
and sea often restrict small-boat
fishing in the ocean. Fourfathom Bank
(also called Potato Patch Shoal) can
get particularly rough on windy days.
byt in calm weather this sandy shoal
aLa is a good fishing spot for
California halibut and striped bass.
California <halibut are also taken

" around Seal Rocks and to the south

(July and August best).

SHORE FiISHING NORTH OF THE GOLDEN GATE

Only a 'limited amount of shore
fishing takes place along the rugged
rocky coast from the Godlden Gate
Bridge north to Stinson Beach. Access
is difficult in most places. and much of
the beachfront land is privately owned.
Striped bass occasionally are caught
from shore in summer and fall along
isolated sandy coves near the Golden
Gate (Fort Baker, Fort Barry., Fort
Cronkite, and at Muir Beach). From
Muir Beach to Stinson Beach. where
rocky shores gan be reached. a}iglers
fish for blue rockfish, lingcod. cabezon,
kelp greenling. and surfperches, or
poke-pole for monkeyface eels at-low
tide. This stretch of coasthne can be
dangerous durigg rough weather: it is
advisable to fish here only on calm
days and always keep an eye out for
changing sea conditions.

At Stinson Beach State Park.

rocky shores abruptly give way to a

long and wide expanse of sandy beach
where surf anglers cast for surf-
perches (redtail. silver, and walleye).

There is no $shing in Bolinas
Lagoon. The State Health Department
has qudrantined this shallow tidal
embayment for an indefinite period
because of its heavily polluted waters.
Occasionally. striped bass are taken at
the entrance of the lagoon, but fishing
is generally spotty. Most of the rocky
semiexposed reef area at Duxbury
Point has been designated a Marine
-Reserve; however, shore fishing is
allowed. . .

To the’ north along the sandy
shores of the Point Reyes Peninsula,
there is bait casting for redtail, cah-
co. walleye; and silver surfperches.

Q
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12 San Francisco Bay

San Francisco Bay (Chart 12), °

Califorma’s largest estuary. technically
1s divided into three connecting
bays—San Francisco Bay proper, San
Pablo Bay, and Suisun Bay. These bays
“ receive large volumes of freshwater
‘runoff from the extensive Sacramento
and San’ Joaquin River systems that
drain California’s Central Valley and
have their source in the Sierra
Nevada. In general, most of the San
Francisco Bay system is
shallow—the average depth is 20
/feet—and there are extensive mudflats
in San Pablo Bay and south San
Francisco Bay.

The two most sought-after game
fishes in the San Francisco Bay area
are the striped bass and chinook
salmon. Most “salmon fishing takes
place in the ocean outside the Golden
Gate (see Chart 11), while San
Francisco Bay is practically the
unrivaled domain of the striped bass
angler. Other fishes such as sturgeon,
starry - flounder. surfperches,
jacksmelt, topsmelt, white croaker,
rockfishes, sharks, and rays also offer
a great deal of sport to Bay Area

anglers.

The angler certainly will not find
this area lacking in recreational
fishing facilities. Piers, skiff rental
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chcessions. .and launching facilities

are scattered around the bay's
perimeter. and over 100 party boats
operate out of Bay Area ports. There

. are sizable sport fishing fleets near

. Fisherman's Wharf in.San Francisco.
. long the Sausalito waterfront, and at
. %/e Berkeley and Emerywe marinas.
any of these boats fish out in the

ocean for chinook and coho salmon: -

some make ‘rockfish trips to the
Farallon Islands; and most also fish for
striped bass when good runs develop.
In the northern reaches of the bay.
garty boats opesating out of San Pablo
ay and Carquinez Strait ports fish
exclusively for
and starry flou
can be arran

riped bass, sturgeon.
er. Charters usually
at harbors from

which boats dperate. although in San

‘Francisco, trips are usually arranged
through bait and tackle shops because
of parking and other logistics problems
in the city.

n
STRIPED BASS
'St'rlped‘ bass spawn from about
April to mid-June in fresh waters of the

Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers.’

After spawning, the fish move back

down into the saltwater bays; some

enture out into the ocean. They spend

ost of the summer and fall in salt

water before returning once again to

brackish-water and freshwater sloughs

and rivers. Although best fishing times

vary. with area, in general. the fishing

- seasop extends from March to

’ December. with best fishing from mid-

* August to November. October has been

the best striped bass fishing month
consistently ginC® 1969. .

In San Pablo Bay, Carquinez

Strait. and Suisun Bay. striped bass

are caught year-rou.rlld with best

ERIC
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fishing usually in October 'and
Ndvember, with a lesser run of fish in
June, July. and August. Most spring
and summer fish are caught trolling in
the late afternoon. Fall-run, fish are

caught still
primarily with
staghorn sculpin
“bubllheads’).

In the Napa River and neargy

fishing o drifting.”

live bait such as

(known locally as
¢

,bran@sh-wqger sloughs ‘along the
northern shore of San Pablo Bay.

striped bass are caught throughout the -
year although weathef~ sometimes
restricts fishing during -the winter
months. Best times are congidetsl§f to
be September. October. and November.
peaking usually in late October. Fish
are taken by bait fishing and trollingd
from boats; bait casting from shore.
Within San Francisco Bay pgoper.
in such areas as the Golden "Gate
Bridge (south tower). Raccoon Sigmit
{over Raccoon Shoal). Berkeley flats,
and off Alcatraz and Treasure islands.
fishing usually starts in June and
extends through October into
November. Most fish are caught after
mid-August. with peak catches in
October. A" popular fishing method is
dnfting with live bait (anchovies or
shiner surfperch) in areas where an
gbrupt change in depth occurs and
when ¢he current 1s running swiftest.

~. /

* Bay from off Oyster Po

Anglers also troll for stripers.' and

- some will even get out their plug

casting gear when a surface-feeding
school is located. ‘From Angel Island
notth to The Brothers, good sgéeiped’
bass fishing «can usually be had in
September. October, and November by
drifting live bait and trolling as fish
igrate- through on their way, back to
Sactamento-San J8aquin Delta. «*
Shorg and pier fishermen cast
lures and bait for stripers from
selected spots on both sides of the bay.
(See chart for shore-fishing areas and
piers.) Shore fishing at night for
; striped bass is now legal in the Bay.

The striped bass season in south
San Iirancis‘&o Bgy extends from June
through September. aM some years
fishing may last, un ovember or
Dacember. Fishing usually reaches a
peak around the San Mateo Bridge
area in June and July and around the
Dumbarton Bridge in September and
October. Most striber fishing® south
San Epancisco Bay is a trolling” affair
with some plug Gasting when a school
;is found. Also. a growing number of
anglers aré fly fishing from ghore for
striped bass in spring and ageinein late
sammer around San Francisco Airport
and Coyote Point.

. 5
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. , STURGEOW  *

Sturga-agl fishing has become very
popular in”the Bay Area over«the
years. especially in San Pablo Bay.
8rquinez Strait. and Suisun Bay'® A
all but growing 8turgeon fishery is
also developing in south San Francisco
'&t (San Bruno
.Shoals) south to the entrance of Alviso
Slough. Both green and white
sturgeons are taken; the  white
sturgeon is the most prj‘;ed.

’




Although sturgeons are caught
thranghout the year in the upper bays.
best fishing is usually in the fall and
winter when the biggest fish are taken. .

fishing is usually best in the northerly
areas; late season fishing is usually
best in the more southerly areas along
the edge of the channel.

In-San Pablo Bay. they appear to move Sometimes during the Pacific
in over the flats in early fall, and herring runs. which occur anytime
fishing usually lasts from November to between December and March,

May, . with best catches from about
January to March. The flats along the

sturgeons are taken from boats and
shore in the central part of the bay in
north side of the bay from the Mare such areas as Richardson Bay and
Island jetty (“"Rockwall’) to China~ * along the Sausalito waterfront.

Camp are especially productive at high .

tide during the winter. Other good
spots in San Pablo Bay are the 'pump
house' and around the odd-numbered
uoys that mark the north side of the
main channel which cuts through the
middle of the bay. There is*also year-
round fishing in Carquinez Strait over
the flats along the northern shore.
Smaller fish taken are in summer,
larger ones in winter.

Orlit.R BAY SPORT FISHES

Although most salmon are taken
outside the Golden Gate, migrating
chinook salmon sometimes are caught
deep trolling with whole anchovies in

Raccoon Strait and off the Tiburon

Peninsula north to the Richmond

Bridge during late summer. The area

. . . off the eastern side of the Tiburon

’ - Peninsula (called '"California City" by

anglers) is heayily fished" when the
salmon are running. .

Sharks. skates, and rays are
plentiful throughout the bay; some of
the more common types are leopard,
brown smoothhound and sevengill
sharks>spthy dogfish, bat ray. and big
skate. These are €specially numerous
in south San Francisco Bay all year.
Most fishing, however, takes place in

"« summer and fall. - .
Starry flounder are abundant.
‘especially ovet the flats in San Pablo
and Suisun bays and in the Napa
River and adjacent sloughs. Many aré
taken in these areas. and throughout
the bay system., by shore and skiff
anglers (winter ‘and spring best).
An assortment of surfperches also
are taken in San Francisco
Bay—mostly from piers and from
shore. Spring is considered the best

In Suisun Bay. fishing usually
starts in spring around April and lasts
until October or November. about the
time of the first rains. In summer, most
Suisun sturgeon are sublegal size (less
than 40 inches long) with about 1

“keeper” out of every 10 caught.
Larger fish are taken.in the fall. The
*mothball fleet” and the channel buoys
along the.edges of sand bars near the
entrance to the bay are good areas to
fish. - ‘
. In south San Francisco Bay' from
San Bruno Shoals south to. Alviso
Slough. the season extends from about
November to,March. Early season

LAY
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the area from the Golden Gate to.

season. Some of the more common
species are shiner. walleye, white,
rubberlip. black. pile. striped. and
- rainbow surfperches.

Other fish prevalent in the pier
and shore catch include white croaker
("kingfish*'),  staghorn  sculpin
("bullhead”), jacksmelt.  topsmelt,
English sole, sand sole. small lingcod.
and brown and black rockfishes. In
addition, Pacific herring are taken
with dip’ nets during their spawning
runs in winter (December to March).
In some years the herring run will last
- for weeks: in other years the fish will
show up sporadically. The appearance
of great numbers of gulls and other
seabirds usually heralds the event. At
this ' time there is also a small
recreational fishery for herring eggs-
on-kelp., which some consider a
delicacy. The most popular shore
areas to dip net and collect herring
eggs-on-kelp are along¥the Sausalito
and Tiburon waterfronts.
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13- Point Reves to Fort Ross -

¢ Along this rural and often wind-swept
‘part of the coast {Chart 13). party
boats operate vyear-round. weather
permitting. out of Bodega Harbor and
Dillon Beach. Most offshore fishing is
for bottomfish— particularly rockfishés
or "'rock cod.” Some boats also fish for

o chinook salmon when the fish are
runnmg. but, in general. salmon ap-
pear less predictably here than off San
Francisco and areas to the north.

The range of the party boat fleet
'extendssouth to off Point Reyes and
north to Fort Ross. Areas - most
frequented by the flee} are Tomales
Point, the 27-fathom /reefs off the
western shore of Point Reyes’ Penin-
sula. and areas north along the coast
from Bodega Head to For#¥ Ross.
Occasionally, special trips are made to
Cordell Bank, about 23 miles south-
west of the Bodega Harbor entrance.
Most of the party boat catch is made
up of rockfishes (yellowtail. biue.
yelloweye or turkey-red. chilipepper.
bocaccio. canary, black. and copper).
Other rocky:bottom fishes such as
cabezon &nd lingcod also are caught
along with an occasional chinook.

Lingcod gppear to be more plentiful in
the northiern areas off Fort Ross than
in areas \p the gouth, and flatfish are

sometimes Maken' incidentally as boats
drift over from rocky to sand bottom.

North of Tomales Point and in
Tomales Bay the salmon season is open
all year but fishing for chinook is often
erratic even at+thé peak of the seasen
(July. August, and September)=€oho
make a modest showing around
October and November.

SKIFF FISHING

Skiff fishing is generally limited to
. '  confines .of Tomales Bay and
Emc»und thp/entrance to Bodega
.-

maﬁ g .

4

Harbor. Experienced , boat anglers
familiar -+ with the ' area sometimes
- venture farther®it to fish for salmon
or bottomfish. but this practice 1s not
without ifs risks. Many people (up to
13 in 1 year) have lost their lives at
the entrance to Tomales Bay. where
" huge waves are known to appear and
capsize boats with little warning.
Strangers to the area would do well to
stay within the protection of the bay.
Inside Tomales Bay. small-boat
anglers fish for sharks and rays,
California halibut (June to October),
sand sole, turbot, jacksmelt (September
to November best), and an assortment

of surfperches. Sharks are perticularly

plentiful in the bay., and every year a
Shark and Stingray Derby.is sponsored
by local civic .groups. Striped bass
sometimes are caught 1n the southern
reaches of the bay in summer. The
lower bay also has a small run’ of coho
salmon which are caught trolling
during October and November. and
some steethead are taken as they make
their way to Papermill Creek to spawn
(November to February). -

In Bodega Harbor, a narrow
channel cuts through this shallow
lagoon to the boat basin at the town of
Bodega Bay and into deeper water at
the harbor’'s northwest corner. There
is a hmited amount of skiff fishthg for
surfperches, and starry flounder in
deepwater parts of the lagoen. and
steelhead occasionally are taken
around areas of freshwater seepage.

- To the north. skiffs and launching
are available at Jenner on the Russian
River. In addition to winter steelhead
and salmon fishing (September to
November), there is skiff fishing inside
the tidal lagodn for surfperches and
starry flounder. Small boats do not
venture into the ocean because the
outlet, or “'bar,’~ at the Russian River
mouth 1s often too narrow, for skiffs.

SHORE FiSHING P

Selected areas of this coast offer

many different types of shore fishing.

Jncluding casting along sandy beaches
for redtail and other kinds of surf-
perches, pier and dock fishing in bays
and harbors, stream and river fishing
for salmon and steelhead, poke-poling
and bait casting along rocky shores.
and netting smelts around river and
creek mouths. Spring and early
summer are best for surfperches.
steelhead fishing is best in fall and
winter following heavy rains, coho
salmon appear in the fall from Sep-
tember to Novembgr. surf and night
smelts are nett March through
October. and most rocky-shore fishes
are taken year-round.

The sandy beaches along the Point
Reyes Peninsula provide good surf
fishing .for redtail. calico. and walleye
surfperches. Most of the peninsula is

Y 7« U

1 L N ] Inverness e

2 Tomales Boat qu‘h‘a .
3 Ma;cop'i‘CovL; . e
s'e Marshall ©

s eee .. North Shore Bosts
6 © ‘@ ‘ﬁck's Gave. Miller Park )

g’g& ® @  Lawson's Landing” , o~
bk .. N Lo
# ® @ Doran P’ark‘wv'w

see Tides Wharf
100 ® Shaws Marina
1 ® ©® Westside Park |
12 ° ’Jein}

within the boundaries of the Point
Reyes National Seashore, and though—
much of the land is still under the
private ownership of ranchers. some
beaches are open to the public and it
is expected that even more shore areas
will be open 1n the future.

Along the Tomales Bay shore. pier
and dock fishing is available at some
of the small-boat harbors and wharvess_/
Jacksmelt and surfperches ({pile.
walleye. shiner, and black) are the
most common pier-caught species. At
the very southern end of the bay. coho
salmon are taken near the entrance of
Papermill Creek {October to Novem-
ber). and winter steelhead fishing is
often productive in deep pools just
inside the creek mouth.

On the eastern shore, near the
entrance to Tomales Bay, redtail and
rubberlip surfperches are taken by
shore casting along beaches north of
Sand Point, and fishing is excellent for
rockfish and greenlings where the
sandy beach "gives way to a
predominantly rocky coastline north of
Dillon Beach. This is also a good place
for poke-poling monkeyface eels and
other crevice-seeking fish. Anglers
usually reach this shore area by hiking
worth from Dillon Beach. since most of
the land adjacent to this rocky stretch
of coast 1s privately owned.

The next opportunity for shore

4

¥



 Sgrgion

! !,‘Y;
O,

-
- Al
] N 3 Fishing Factiities
. )
N . whe. Sportboat Operut.nlbn
- . . Al .
|' N ——
- ) . =4 u Kelp
- 13
SONOMA
. . ) 2 "CO'AST T ) E Depth in Fathoms
\ . G\ s, BEACHES . oL o
,,: , - . R :
g?'éénlgiNEAo ’ )
s .\‘» .sn s . . J
\ RN imon N
; : y 2 Lro w7 } -
‘ Salmon Creek ) . . ) R
\ - ®Bodega . T -
10 ° Statute Miles s ¢
K@ odega oy N N N I
N o . I T T T 8 S |
1 = me,.. .V olley ford 0 U Qs it 4 8
. . < Doran Beach asgel'o [eano
< / L ©
) : . (< NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATION
| NG, STORRY FLOUNDER See NOS Nautical Charts
ke . MR & . < . ’
™ % = o
o ’ .
‘ V\ )
| _ 4 el .
+ AN -
bt i38 Bk ‘ L Dillon-Beach 38°
15 . : g
_ , - LDANGEROUS SAND BAR @Toma 715
! , .f Lawson's .ROCKFISP? J::
| > Landiox GREENLING ™
’ . BN i :
5 /i' 7 K STEELHEAD _
t o A LEORARD SHARKS
n e ‘ . St 3 N Nida Cave- TOMALES BAY:
. . - (§] CALIFORNIA HALIBUT '
. DIAMOND TURBOT
< P ! . PACIFIC SANDDAB
‘= BAT RAY Y
- SURRPERCH .
- .COHO SA{MON
- STRIPED BASS -
" SRARKS .
™ . zﬂnnh,oll . .
I R SN
\J kY p-S o ; PR ) . ' .
CARESON <
- ;-'}' ‘,’r‘ (e ) » ‘
= P sa0 R A / e A
| / ' STRIPED BASS;
. / COHO SALM
\~ 3
T RULLL BANK STEELHEAD
/ PR BOUKEISH, 23 COHO SALMON
AILES OUT, 210° Fanrs .
YRODEGA HARBOR ﬁL '0)/’ -
EMNTRANCE e —{ N o
- Pra
8 @ Point Reyes
Station
N

CHART 13

\““MA Shorefishing Areas

A .
S0 77 Bottombishing Areas

ks
S iy
¢
a"’%{%’g‘éﬁ%& :

R

P

R 37




—

fishing as you approach Bodega Bay
from the south is found at Doran
Beach Park. Most fishing takes place
around the east jetty at the mouth of
the harbor where the usual fare is
shiner and silver' -surfperches.
jacksmelt. starry flounder. rockfishes.
and greenlings. Anglers also fish from
the west jetty on the other side -of the -
harbor entrance for the ‘same species.

In the town of Bodega Bay the
public is allowed to fish from the local
wharf where the main species taken
are jacksmelt, young bocaccio. and
surfperches (shiner. rubberlip. and
black). There is some fishing along the
breakwater on the western shore of
Bodega Harbor for shiner and rub-
berlip surfperches and black rockfish.

On beaches along the ?no'ma
coast, anglers catch surfperches.
lingcod. rockfishes. and flounder. This
stretch of coast also is good for netting
surf and ‘night smelts around th
mouth of coastal streams. Steelheg%\
and a few salmon sometimes are taken
from these streams.

In the Russian River. migrating
steelhead are caught just nside the
mouth of the river from the south
bank. and, n selected areas upnver.
Striped bass and sturgeons oc-
casionally are landed from boats 1n the
estuary and from the beach adjacent
to 4he river mouth, Surfperches and
flounders are taken in the tidal lagoon
section. and runs of chinook have
occurred in the river during late
summer and early fall in the last few
years.

North of Jenner the coast becomes
steep and rugged. and most of the land
1s privately owned. At Fort Ross State
Park and ‘areas to the north where the
shore can be reached, anglers cast for
rockfishes. gpeenlings. cabezon.
surfperches. and occasionally lingcod.
This rocky coasthne is also very
popular with skin divers and shore
pickers who hunt for red abalone.

ERI
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14 FortRossto
Cape Mendocing

From Fort Ross to Cape Mendocino
(Chart 14) the shoreline is pre-
dominantly rocky bagcked by high
grassy bluffs. These fuggkd headlands
are sharply indented with\ numerous
gulches. and public access to shore
occurs, infrequently because of the
steep terrain and the many pryately
owned- areas adjacent to the’ coast.
Most shore fishing occurs at.coves -and
beaches where coastal streams and
rivers eMpty into the sea. Winters are
wet and chilly., and in summer the
coast 1s usually fogbWand. Fall is the
sunmest and most pleasant time of
year. v

Most ocean sport fishing takes
place out of the town of Fort Bragg
and to a lesser extent at Albion. Point
Arena. and Shelter Cove. Bottomfishing

along this rocky coast s excellefit. and -

salmon trolling is very popular.

Where the shore can be'reached.
rock anglers seek lingcod. cabezon.
and small rockfishes, and where rocky
shoreén
sandy bedch. surf casters fish for
redtail surfperch during spring and
summer (Aprii and May are con-
sidered best). Surf netters work the
bregkers for surf and night smelts

are interrupted by stretches of

.

\

beach in &é}lm weather. Fishing is not
allowed insjde this cove (Gerstle Cove),
but when\ weather and sea are
fdvorable: anglers venture out around
the rocky poiiits on either side of the
cove in search of lingcod. blue rock-
fish. kelp greenling. and gabezon. .
From Salt Point t Gualala: &l
land 'is part of a private development
of houses and rental units, although
there is public access to a tiny stretch
of rock- and driftwood-strewn beach at
the northern end of the development.

" The Gualala River has excellent
runs of winter steelhead. and the
tidewater section is a popular fishing

Zarea. Access 1s by way of a dirt road

S .

at the north end of the Highway 1
bridge that leads out to the gravel bar
near the mquth. Small boats can be
launched ‘here (no ramp). and the
pools near the south bank are con-
sidered the most productive.

.+ At Anchor Bay. owners of the
property allow anglers access for a
fee. and skiffs can be launched over
the beach on the north side of the cove
n calm weather. Here. skiff anglers
catch such-rocky-shore species as kelp
greenhng. blue and black rockfishes,
hingcod. and cabezon. Because of the
steep terrain. access to the shore is
limited north of Anchor Bay to the
Point Arena area. )

3

>

POINT ARENA

?

The main fishing activities at Point *
* . Arena are pier and skiff fishing at
Arena Cove. The cove would be a more
important fishing port if it were not for
its  vulnerabihty -to southerly and
westerly winds. Skiffs are available for
rent at.the pier. which also has a hpat
hoist. Skiff anglers fish over the reef
areas for bottomfish. and during July
and August there is a limited amount

around the mouths of streams: best. -

catches of might smelt_are made from

« February to April. and for surf (day)

smelt. from April through August.
Steelhead run in rivers between early
December and end of February. with
fishing usually at its peak around New
Year's day. ’

4

FOort ROss 10 POINT ARENA.

The first access to shore north of
Fort Ross 1s at Salt -Point State Rark.
which has a small bluff-protected cote
where skiffs can be launthed over the

| g

1 *+ ®.® @ " Arena Cove. Point Arena
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Albion

3 ® ® ® ® & Noyo Harbor, Fort Bragg.
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.of trolling for salmon out to ab(;ut 15
fathoms. The small pier at Arena Cove

1s ‘'over rocky bottom. and attracts such~

rocky-shore species as striped and
walleye surfperches. kelp greenling.
black rockfish. lingcod. and oc-
casionally cabezon. *

To the'north at Manchester State
Beach.\ smelts are ‘nétted in the surf
alongégg‘dy stretches and good rock
fishing’spats can be found at the nortK
end. About a mile north of the State
beach boundary at Alder Creek,
fishing 1s good for surf smelt, redtail
surfperch, and mgrating salmon and
steelhead around the creek mouth.

FoOr1 BrRyeG AND AL BION

Sport fishing bhoats operate out of
Noyo Harbor. 1n Fort Bragg. and mn
some vyears out of Albion when
weather permits. Most fishing 1s during
the summer The rocky reefs along this
coast are extremely productive for

+ hngcod. cabezon. kelp greenhng. and

\

rockfishes. Blue. black yellowtall. and
olive’ rockfishes as well as some red
varieties ‘such as copper.
velloweye (turkey-red). vermilion. and
r:hlhpephr are taken. Reef area
around rocky points adjacent to the
Noyo and\Albion rivers' mouths are
excellent spots for lingcod and red
( .,
rockfish
" Offshore. anglers troll for chinook
“and coho salmon f{rom May ta October
in water 10 to 60 fathoms deep At the,
height of the season n July and
August. coho move inshore to feed over
reef areas. and dunng October and
November they ™ congregate around
niver and creek mouths such as the
Ten Mle River. Noyo River. Albion
River. Caspar Creek. and the Navarro
River. During
reaches its peak around fhe Nodyo
River mouth. Most ocean skiff fishing
~*{for both salmon and, bottomfish)
occurs within 3 miles' of the whistle
buoy about a file west of the mouth of
the Noyo River. To the south at Albion
River. small-boat anglers are -warned
that the 'dang%rous bar at the entrance
e

can be (ross \(})qu during certain hde

* stages. and then only -during calm

weather. . .

Tidewater fishing .takes pldde 1o
hoth the Noyo and Albion nivers. Inside
the Nuyo Riwver. coho are taken from
October to mid-December. and starry
flounder are caught year-round with
March bringing the best catches.

o “fperches (redtail and rainbow) are

ERI!

leg itin winter and spring (Apnl and

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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canary, ’

this time sklgf{-fishmg\

May best). Surfperches. jacksmelt. and
floundefs are taken from piers in Noyo
Harbor. and during summer and fall

there 1s fishing from the north jetty at, .
river entrance for surfpercl esm

the
{redtail. shiner. and blac&].‘ jacksmelt.

kelp greenling. and smalt black rock-

fish. Striped surfperch show arougd

the jetty during, spring. The Albion

River has tidewater fishing for cohe in

October and November: surfperches

and flounder also are taken here. as in\
the Noyo River. .

Shore anglers looking for -spots. to
fish on the coast around the Fort
Bragg-Albion area can try their luck
between the towns of Elk and Albion.
and at the State parks. Most of these
areas have good rock fishing and poke-
poling places. and beaches are good
for redtail and calico surfperches as
well as surf and mght smelts.

North of Mackerrnicher Park,
smelts are surf netted around the
mouths of practically all creeks—
especially those between Westport and
Rockport [(Wages.®¥DeHaven, Hardy.
and Juan creeks). Juan Creek and the
Ten Mile River also have good surf
fishing for' redtail surfperch. and -the
Ten Mile River mouth has good fall
fishing for coho.

North of Rockport. State Highway
| turns y{land through mountainous
terrain and redwood forest. meeting up

~ with U.S 101-at Leggett. Twenty-seven

miles north of Leggett., an access road
just north of Garberville (not shown on
the map) 1eads. to Shelter Cove. the last
fishing outpost along this section of

- coast

SHEITER COVE

Shelter Cove affords reasonably
good shelter from northwesterly winds.
but. like Arena Cove, 1t 1s exposed to
the full force of sodtherly and
westerly winds. “Skiffs can be rented
during the summer and launched from -
the beach with a special truck host.
Bait and tackle also are available
Though Shelter Cove is isolated and
has no docking or wharf facilities. skiff
fishing here 15 excellent—particularly
for bottomfish  Such rocky-bottom
types as lingcod. cabezon. greenlings.
and rockfishes (blue. black. copper.
velloweye. and vermilion) abound over
the rocky reefs. and m July and
August. skiffs work the cove for coho
and chinook salmon  Pacific hahbut
are sometimps caught by skiffs. and
redtail and  other surfperches are
taken by surf casters on the bearh
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15/ Fel River o
the Oregon Bﬁ’rder

North of Cape Mendocino. dark sand
beaches begin to interrupt rocky
headlands more frequently. and large
rivers. famous for theirr migrating
salmon and sea-run trout. empty into
the sea. The terrain is less steep near
the ocean than areas to the south, but
the coastline stll maintains a rugged
beauty of its—awn. Along this coast
(Chart 15) the magnificent coastal
redwood trees thrive in the cool and

1  Crab Park, Eel River ' '
2 ® * Tields Landing. Eureka,
je00'e e King Salmon, Eureka
4 Foot of (bnqmerciﬂ st.
5 _ Samoa Angling Access
6 Arcata .
7 Mad Rivér i ;
8 Entrance Humboldt Bay
90080 Trinidad Harbor
® Stone Lagoon
Klamath River -
Crescent City Harbor
Smith River &

*Guidér service,
- **Summor only.
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very damp cllmate so typical of the
Pacific Northwaest.

Salmon is .by-far the most em-
portant game fish in this region. and
both chmook and coho salmon are
taken during summer and fall! Rock-
fishes * and bther bottomfishes also

© enter the sport catch. especially in the

. north. but this type of fishing usually
runs ~ a distant second to salmon
fishing.

Redtail surfperch are abundant
and are available. year-round along
sandy beaches and 1in tidewater. with
spring and early summer bringing the
best, catches. Surf smelt are netted
from March through September. and

* ¥ night smelt run from February through
id-May, Along—the occasional ‘rocky
stretches, black and grass rockfishes.

. and kelp and rock greenhngs are taken
by rock anglers. In most places there
is year-round fishing 1n tidewater for
starry, flounder and surfpere\hes. with
spring bringing the best catches.
Eulachon. or candlefish. are dip netted
in the Klamath. Smith. and Mad rivers
and in Redwood Creek in Apnl and
May. Winter steelhead run in most
rivers October through March. with
peak fishing in December and January.
Summer steelhead run in the Klamath
and Eel rivers from July through
September. and sea-run cutthroat trout
occur in the more northerly rvers. fall
through spring. Mud flats and beaches
alonggthis stretch of coast are famous
for theiwr gaper. Washington. littleneck.
soft shell. and razor clams. Crabbing
for Dungeness crab also 1s popular
along this coast during winter and
spring. especially "at Crescent City.

Humboldt Bay. -and in the Eel River,

Lagoon.
o
CAPE MENDOCINO TO HUMBOLDT Bay }

The first coastal
north of Cape Mendocmo that is
reasonably accessible 1s at Centerville
Beach,and around the mouth of the Eel
Riwver. In the Eel River lagoon. most
fishing is from skiffs. although there 1s
shore fishing also. Steelhead , are
caught in summer and fall with larger
fish landed late in the season. During
most years chinook salmon enter the
lagoon m August and run through
October; coho salmon begin to appear
later. around November. Starry
flounder and surfperches also are
taken in the lagoon. South of the Eel
River there is surf netting for surf
(day) smelt and casting for redtail

surfperch along the sandy' beach at

Centerville County Park.

North of Eel-River U.S. 101 turns
toward the coast as it approaches the
town of Eureka. a center of fishing
@ vity during the salmon season. A

EMC ble party boat and skiff fishery

42 3

fishing area .

.

opemtes out of Humboldt Bay. and
boats fish almost, exclusively for
chinook and’ coho. Standard fishing
methods are trolling and drifting
(“mooching™) bait close to the 'bottom.
Fishing takes place from May to
October with chinook being the first to
show. July and August are consid®red
the best fishing months as significant
numbers of coho begin to be caught.
Salmon move in close to the beaches
and around the jetties at the harbor
entrance as the season progresses.”
During this time skiffs venture out into
the ocean to join the party boat fleet

and the entrance channel 'soon
becomes a favorite spot for chinook
fishing. Small-boat  fishermen are

warned not to negémate the harbor
entgance on an outgoing tide—large
breakers form along the bar and make
this .a highly dangerous area.

Inside Humboldt Bay there 1s
tidewater fishing from skiffs for
jacksmelt. sharks. rays. and surf-

perches (mostly redtail. walleye. silver.
and shmner). Sharks are plentiful in
Arcata Bay. and leopard shark fishing
1s excellent 1n Mad River Slough during
summer., Sturgeons sometmes are-
taken around the ruins of the old~
lumber loading ramp at the head, o?\‘
Arcata Channel. South Humboldt Bay
1s mostly a clamming area. but there
also 1s anghng for some of the species .
mentioned above and rockfishes. which
are taken consistently by anglers over
the artificial reef during slack tide ands
when the water is clear. Rockfishes
are taken also around the breakwater
at Buhne Point.

The ocean beaches adjacent to the

boldt Bay entrance from the North ,
and South spits have shore fishing. On
the South Spit, anglers cast for redtail
and silver surfperches. and net surf
and mght smelts 1n the surf. The south
jetty is a popular fishing spot for blue
and black rockfishes. kelp greenling.
lingcod. cabezon. surfperches (striped
and redtail). jacksmeli. and coho and
chinook salmon (in summer). Species
caught from the North Spit are simlar
to those taken alopg the South Spit. but
permission from the Coast Guard is
needed to fish the tip of the spit as
wéll as the north jetty wheré grass :
rockfish are especially plentiful.
Another-jetty. on the bay side of the
North Spit. is a good spot for lingcod.
kelp greenhng. cabezon. and rockfishes’
(blue. black..and grass).

A popular shore fishing site on the -
eastern side of the bay is at Buhne
Point around the electric power plant
warm-water outfall. where good
numbers of redtail surfperch are
taken. as well as walleye and silver
surfperches and other "bay fishes.
Shore anglers also catch a variety of -
surfperches’ (pile. shmer. redtail. #
silver. white. and striped) ,around the
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. cabezon.

’

railroad bridge that spans Eureka
Slough. Pier fishing is allowed at a
number of docks at Fields Landing.
Buhne Point. and Eureka. where the
catch consists usually of jacksmelt.
topsmelt, staghorn sculpin. kelp
greenling, and surfperches (mostly

striped. white. and shiner).

At Mad Rwver. most fishing is in
the lagoon section for coho and winter-
run steelhead (January to March).
although a few chinook are landed.
Along beaches adjacent to the river
mouth and north to Little River State
Beach, there is good shore casting for
redtail surfperch and netting for surf
and night smelts. Steelhead rpn in
Litle River in winter. sea-run’ cut-

throat trout appear in spring. and_

salmon occasionally run up the tiver in
fall.

About a mile north of Little River
at the southern end “of Luffenholtz
Beach (a sandy beach bordered by
rock outcroppings]
difficult in places. but there is good
rocky-shore ' fishing fer rockfishes,
and kelp greenling. and
excellent smelt tetting and surf.casting
for redtail surfperch along the sandy-
shore section.

Trinidad Harbor offers ocean
salmon fishing and bottomfishing in
summer. and pier and\ rocky-shore
flshmg year-round. The salmon catch
is mostly coho. and best fishing is in
July and August. Blue and black rock-
fishes. lingcod® kelp greenling, and
cabezon are caught in thé salmon
fishing areas and inshore over rocky
reefs. There is pier fishing m/the
garbor for~ jacksmelt. surfperches

edtail, walleye. and striped). kelp
greenling. and cabezon.

To the north. rockf»shes

greenlings. and surfperches are taken
from rocky beaches at Trinidad State
Beach and Patricks Point State Park.

access to shore 1s°

.
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NORTH OF PATRICKS POINT
. TO THE KLAMATH RIVER

North of Patricks Point ttle&}%mg

becomes lined with sand dunes. and
beaches have excellent runs of surf
and pight smelts and redtail surfperch.
brackish-water lagoons
along this section of the coast have
sporadic year-round fishing for cut-
throat trout and small steelhead. Big
Effﬁon and Stone Lagoon sometimes

reak open to the sea during high
water, at which time salmon and
steelhead move 1n. North of Dry
Lagoon State Patk, beaches backed by
eve:‘green-crowned bluffs have good
runs of ,surf and night smelts and
redtail surfpefch—Pparticularly the
Gold Bluffs area (reached by way of
Fern Canyon Road).

The Klamath River is famous for
its excellent runs of chinook salmon
and steelhead. The tidewater section
of the river is heavily fished by skiff
and shore anglers—there is no skiff
fishing in the ocean. Chinook start
running in mid-July or August and
continue through October. Although
most fiskf are landed from skiffs which
jam the lower river during the height
of the sbason (Aujust to September),
many also are taken by anglers casting
from shorg around the river mouth.
Coho enter the catch in mid- to late
September. and the run may last until
December. Steelhead begin their run in
July and continue to run through
November or later, depending on river
conditions. Other fish caught in
tidewater include redtail surfperch.
starry flounder, white and green
sturgeons, and eulachon. Along
beaches adjacent to the Klamath River
mouth, surf netters strain the breakers
for surf ,and night smelts. and bait
casters fish for redtail surfperch and
starry flounder.

North of-the Klamath, near the
south- border of Del Norte Coast
Red’\"oods State Park. netters. rock
anglers, and surf casters fish from
sshore around the mouth of Wilson
Creek. Within the creek. chinook and
coho salmon, summer steslhead. and
sea-run cutthroat are taken.

. .

o CRESCENT CITY

P

The harbor at Crescéent City is
well protected from sea and weather
by extensive seawalls which flank 1its
perimeter agd by the Point St. George
headland. The fishing fleet is based"at

. Crescent City Boat Basin between the

east seawall and the Rublic fishing
pier. an area known as Citjzen's Dock.
Party boat and skiff anglers fish for
salmon gnd bottomfish. weather
no"'mli"ing. Salmon trolling (mainly for
E TC\ usually begins in June and

r
FullText Providea by nic [N .
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condinues through September, with
‘best catches made in July and August.
Linggod, cabezon. kelp greenling. rock-
fishes. and  Pacific halibut also are
taken in the salmon areas. but best
bottomfishing is found usually farther
inshore close to rocky reefs along the
5-fathom curve from Sister Rocks to
the harbor entrance and along the 10-
fathom curve from Ghase Ledge north
to St. George's Reef. Species of rock-
-fish that enter the catch include black.
blue, china, vermilion. and bocaccio.

Shore anglers take blue and black
rockfishes, lingcod. and kelp apd rock
greenlings from the west bre&kwater
and along rocky shores nerth to Point
St. George. There 'is-pier fishing at
Citizen's Dock for starry-flounder. kelp
greenling. surfperches. (striped and
redtail). and jacksmelt. Oceasionally.
large * schools of surf smelt appear
around 'the dock and are taken by
snagging; herring are taken during late
winter and early spring. Pier anglers
also trap Dungeness crab in ring nets
during winter and spring. Both *surf
and nighf smelts are netted along
beaches south of the harbor and north
of Point St.” George. with surf smelt
predominating along northern beaches.

THE SMITH RIVER

.

‘The Smith River mouth and the

" tidewater lagoon seation have con-
;&i?;able
salmon season. Chinook is the most

« sought . after. and fish weighing 25 to

skiff fishing . during the

30 pounds are not uncommon. The

season ysually extends from September .

rough December; late September and
October are peak fishing times in
tidewater. Some coho alsp are taken;
most are landed K~ October and
November. Sea-run cutthroat™rout are
caught from ghore and skiffs from
September_thx'ough May. with peak
fishing n March and April. A few
winter steelhead are caught in the
lagoon from December through Margh.
and eulachon are dip netted during
their run in spring. Starry flounder.
surfperches (mostly redtail), g&nd
cabezon are caught year-round in
tidewater, and redtail surfperch and
surf and night smelts "are taken along
the beach south .of the rivetr mpouth.
North along the coast, anglers fish thes
rocky shores of Pelican State'Beach for
black rockfish and other rocky-shore
fishes, and for night smelt along sandy
stretches, T
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From the Califomia-Oreg border to south of Coos he, . - portnon of the North Pacific eastward-flawing
coastline is rugged with few extensive sandycbeach8s: ‘}mrrent or North Pacific Drift. The current has a moderating }
Coos Bay~ north. the coasthne is generally wide, dy. . uente on ceastal temperaturés in this area, and during -
beaches mterspersed with’ rugged headlands. This type s~ e Summer sea surfacw temperatures ate several degrees

coastline extends to.north of Grays Harbor, Wash. Farther . * * warmer,” ‘off northern. Oregen' to central Washmgtorg than
north.-the coast off northwest Washington from apout Cape. ’ o those found both to the séuth toward Callfomla and the }orth
Elizabeth is again a rocky otie. with small, sandy beaches ‘. ‘¢’ toward British Columbia.
between the rocky, headlands. Beginning atthe Strant of Tuan o . Many of the same species are’ common to "the coasbal
de Fuca and continuing eastward throughout the greatem waters of Oregon, Washington, and goutheastern and south
Puget Sound area is one of the most picturesque coastlines wtral Alaska; salmon species are of primary inferest to the

0

- and interesting flshmg areas along the Pacific coast. . 0 s Mxne game fish angler in the northwest. When con-
The rugged water and sea-state conditions so common to . Ccentrations of albacore migrate close to the coasts of Oxegon
the nérthern California coast continue northward to off Cape Y, and Wasblngton during the summer. a sport albgcore troll
Fiattery, the northwesternmost point of Washington. / apd live-bait fishery develops. This is one of the few pelagic
Cape, Blanco‘ Oreg.. marks'the northern boundary of the . marine game~ species, aside from salmon (which are ..
major coastal “upwelling” area of nearshore cool water that anadromous), that are taken offshore on the high geas. P
extende along the coast south to Point Conception. Calit- - Though the major spec of mterest in the great r Puget '
Though some coastal upwelling is ewpent' along the coast Soynd area, as on the opx *coast. are chinook and coho '
north of Cape Blanco,Zit is minor when, compared to the salmon and, to a legser degree, halibut, excellent fislling for
magnitude of that vgt'url'mg to the—{ouf‘l of Cape Blanco sea-run cutthroat and Dolly, Vardénstrout. aé well ag many ~
X dul‘mg late spring. summer, and early fall. The coastal species of bottomfish such as ﬂatflsheé rockfishes; cabezon,
‘of central Ogegon to offshora central Washington are. , lingcod. "and greenlings: make “this inside waterway area a
EMC a. ma;or par of ihe year. under the influence of the. most productlve ong for the 'marine angler, 4

7
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16, California-Oregon Border

to Cape Blanco

From just north of the California
border to above Cape Blanco (Chart

16) is one of the more rugged. yet -

accessible sections of the Pacific coast.
The shoreline 1s. for the most part.
&rocky with high ergded bluffs stand-
ing abov® the beach and the high-
water ling. Many submerged and
exposed rocky reefs. extending from
the shoreline out to about 10 to 15
fathoms, turn much of the coast into a
hazardous area for the inexperienced
angler. When safely fished, however.
these areas will prove, to be productive
ones fér many species of fish_and
shellfish.
" Nearsthe California-Oregon border
the offshore bottom topography slopes
gently westward from shore and.the
50-fathom depth curve is about 3
nautical miles offshore. The nearshore
“bottom is - generally rock and sand:
outside the 10-fathom depth curve the
bottom 1s composed of brown. black. or
gray sand.

Three fishing ports—Chetco Bay
at Brookjngs, with one of the best
small-boat harbors along the southern
Oregon coast, the famous Rogue River
estuary at Gold Beach. and the small
fishing port of Port Orford—provxﬂe
good locations for bay. nearshore, and
offshére ‘marine sport fishing along this
rugged section of coast. )

Just north of the California-Oregon
border is the Winchuck River. a small
coastal river that has

mouth in late fall. ‘mostly ir November
4nd December. Steelh are taken
from the lower - Win®huck River
throughout the winter. starting after

the first early winter rains.
#hetco Bay at Brookings is in-
creasing popularity as a small-boat
ir and has excellent facilities for

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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i a chinook
. salmorr run and is fished near the

-

‘occurs

* g%;s the shore ajJong the smalf coastal
S

the many thousands of anglers who
fish offshore and in the Chetco’River
and estuary each year. A substantial
breakwater provides for easy access to
the ocean.\ except during severe
southerly stdrms. A sizable charter
vailable for fishing the
nearby, coastal reefs for bottomfishes
prior to June. and for salmon during
the rest of the year. These boats
occasirnally go offshore for albacore if
the fish are reported to be available
within cruising distance.

Most salmon landed at Chetco Bay
ate coho; the best fishing begins in July

and lasts through August and Sep- ‘

tember. A good chinook run occurs
offshore in early fall. Offshore rocky
reefs are good 'for rockfishes and
lingcod. Within the Chetco River.
anglers take cytthroat trout and winter
steelhead. *A #good run of chinook
from late September to
February. A few coho enter the river
late September through December. The
jetties at the bay entrance are good
locations for poke-poling among the
rocks for monkeyface eels and fishing
for rockfishes. sometimes greenlings,
and surfperches.

Anglers fish near the jetfies along
the beach in the lower bay for surf-
perch. and there is a limited tidewater
fishery for starry flounder (May to
August), black rockfish, lingcod.
greenlings, surfperches (redtail and
silver). and cabezon. Immediately west
of the breakwater. below the town of
Brookings, is a sheltered rocky-bottom
area good for fishing surfperches.
rockfishes,-and greenlings.

“Northwest of the bay entrance.
gravel pockets along the beaches are
reported to be good for digging lit-
tleneck clams. From the Chetco River-
north to just h of the Rogue River

entrance. are good shorés for picking

abalone during extreme low . tides.
Generally, abalone can be found along
the southern .Oregon coast from
Brookings to Port Orford and to south
of Coos Bay. They are available off
rocky shores™ and on offshore sub-
merged reefs.

About 15 nfiles south of the Rogue
River entrance is the Pistol River. In
the lower tidewater section. anglers
take chinook and a few coho salmon
from October thr(glgh the first of
December. Sfeelhead runs are common
from December through February. a”
sea-run cutthroat trout are cau
frequently in June.

The beach near the mouth of
Myers Creek. sagth of Cape Sebastian
is a good area for digging razorp clams,

y immediately south 0(
ebastian. .

The Rogue River is the major river
system jn southérn Oregon and flows
into the Pacific Ocean at Gold Beach..
This river produces .a variety of
fishing. and excellent facilities for the

Cape

i

“-Orford, a

S
1 @ ® @ ® ® Brookings:Chet
2 ® @@ @ ® GoldBéach: Roguie

;.30 0.08 @ Weddeibum:RogieR. -

v

4 00 .

® ® Port Orford:
r .
“~"vsporadic

-~

angler can be fouthd on both sides of
the lower river at Wedderburn and
Gold Beach. The bar at the Rogue
River entrance can be dangerous, as
most coastal bars are. despite con-
siderable improvement of the jetties in
recent years. However., once outside
the entrance. the angler may fish for
salmon and a variety of other ocean
fish. A submerged ,reef is near the
shore south of the Rogue River mouth.
and the well-known Rogue River Reef
is northwest of the entrance. Good
bottomfishing is found near these reefs
and exposed rocks. which are also a
good source of red abalone.

In the lower tidewater section® of
the Rofie River the major fishery is
for salmon; ‘trolling for summer-run
chinook is best during August. There is
also a fal]l run of chinook from Sep-
tember to NovemberSteelhead are
present in summer {August to Sep-
tember). and coho from October to
December. Other marine * species
available in,the lower Rogue River

tidewater are surfperch (redtail.
silver, white. and walleye]} smelts,
Jlingcod, greenlings. starry

an
flounder. Many of these mariie species
are more common during mid- and late
summer when the freshwater flow of
the river is decreased, -allowing a
greater influx of salt water into the
estuary. -

North of the Rogue River entrance
is a sandy beach reported to be good
for digging razor clams. Fishing is good,
for rockfishes, d. and greenlings
along the rocky shdreline from Otter

Point north. )

North along thd coast is Dort
small hagbor providing
anchorage and a dock\area partially
protected by a breakater. t
fishing facilities and a launching ramp
for small boats-are available. Offshore
from Port Orford feeding chingol and

* coho are taken throughout the. summer
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{June to September} Since there is no
major river system emptymg nto the
ocean at Port Orford. fishing off this
area® must rely on the migration of
feeding salmon along the coast Periods
of productive salmon fishing are more
variable here than off fishing parts
near the mouths of river systems w
spawning runs aof sa n. Howevér,
good bottomfishing can be found about
the jetty and off the beach. Both north
and south of the port are good shore-
fishing spots for redtail. silver. and
other speeies of surfperches and
greenlings. Starry flounder frequentlv
are taken nearshore over smooth
bottom.

*Along the coast between Port
Orford and Cape Blanco s the Elk
River, a good winter steelhead stream
with best catches beng made during
December and January Chinook fishing
1s usually best durng October and
November; the Elk River has a large

except for an in-
uent rocky point. The submarine-
graphy 1s relatively smooth and
Nnds to 50 fathoms about 5 to 6

ray Jand. and sand and shells in the
wer coastal areas. and green
mud in the deeper offshore areas.

The entrance of the Coquille River
into the Pacific Weean 1s located about
midway between Cape Blance and
Coos Bay., at, the town of Bandon. Best
fishing for coho and chindok salmon
entering the Coquille River system 1s
offshoreofthe river entrance from lafe
May or June through September.
Salmon fishing starts in the lower river
chamnel and upstream in .September
and continues until November. In late
summer and fall the lower Coquille has
a fishery for sea-run cutthroat trout.
Stripéd bass are taken also in the river
north of Bandon.

Throughout the summer anglers

run of hatchery chinook. A few ('oh/n?. . fish for chinook and coho offshore of

are taken during October. !

" North  of Cape¢ Blanco, the
westernmost pomnt of the 48 contiguous
States. is the Sixes River This rivec is
a good-sized coastal stream. having a
fine winter steelhead run with best
fishing  above tidewater during
December and January. Adult chinook
and a -few coho enter the lower
estuarv 1n the fall. October and
November are usuallv the best fishing
months for these species. Razor clams
occastonally are dug justssouth of the

« mouth of theé Sixes River at extreme
minus tdes.

———

A7 Coos BavArea

t %
This section of the Oregon coast (Chart
17] covers the Coquille River and Coos
Bav area Northwest of Cape- Blanco
Q roastal shelf widens and the

EMCéhne becomes predommantly wides

.
E14]
.

e

« .Bay -

the Coquille River durmg calm
weather. Bottomfishing is popular from

and about the jetties and offshore to:

the south. toward Coguille Point. for
species of rockfishes. lingcod.
greenlings., ‘cabezon. and flounders.
The jetties are short. however. and
rough water often restricts sport
Aishing offshore. .

South of the Coos Bay entrance on
the north side of Cape. Arago are good
sandy beaches for smelt fishing during
the summer. Along .the rocky shore in
the Cape Arago area. some of the fre-
quently caught species. are green-

lings. starry flounder, redtail surf-
perch. hngcod. cabezon. and black
rockfish. *

Frshing algng the Coos Bay jetties,
either from a boat or a jetty.
sometimes yields redtail and striped
surfperches. lingcod. black and copper
rockfishes, cabezon. greenlings. and
starry floupder The south jetty 1s
reported t& offer better fishing and is
easily accessible to the shore angler
Razor clams are dug at Bastendorff
Beach immediately south of the jetty.
In additton to the offshore salmon
fishing areas shown on the chart.
chinook occasionally are taken by the
jetty angler from deep holes alongside
both jettes. Small boats fish for
salmon at this 4etly entrance area as
well as over the deep holes on the
Coos Bay [{i:r Most salmon fishing 1s
between the bar and the whistle
buov—coho are usuallv found i the
upper layers over govp water and
sometimes, are taken®farther offshore
than chinook In the offshote carea.
80”0 of all salmop caught are coho

4 . (mid-June to Qctober): some chinook

also are takén (April to Octnber).
eAlbacore charter 1Irips are
sometimes made offshore during July
and, August if the albacore run 1s
wﬁnn a reasunable distance of Coos
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1@ ® ® Bandon ) -
2 [ ] Bullards Beach
3 ® Randolph .
1 [ ] Riverton
5 ’ ® Coquille Fy
6® ® ® ® ® Charleston
7 [ -Empire
8 [ ] Pony Slough
9 [ ] North Bend
10 9 isthmusSlough '
1 [

McCullough '

Fishing 1s good for starry flounder
and surfperches inside the Coos Bay
enfrance. These fish can be caught

from a public pier alongside the
Charleston Bridge.
Coos Bay_has excellent facilities

for the angler wishing to use charter
boats or his own trailer boat. These
are available at Chazleston Boat Basin

.on the south side of the Coos Bay

entramce. The lower bay 1s a good
area for fishing starry flounder, rock-
fishes {off Fossil Point), -and surf-
perches (white. pile. silver. redtail,

* and walleye). Striped bass are fished

in the lower bay near North Bend and
Empire during the summer. Clamming
and crabbing also are popular in the
bay. \
Chinook enter Coos Bay 1n the fall
and fishingisfgood in upper Coos River
in October and November Coho are
caught in Nowember. and steelhead
from * Nowembér to January. Striped
bass are taken 1n some of the sloughs
entering the bay..in the upper river
during winter. and within the bay itself
in late spring and summer. Some of the
best fishing for striped bass and shad

.18 available 1n the upper tidewater in

the Millicoma and Coos rivers, where
fishing is usually good from March
through May °

North of “the Coos Bay entrance
redtail surfperch are taken aldong the
sandy shore.

) J
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18 Umpqua River and
SiuslawRiverArea

A considerable amount of offshore and
tidewater fishing takes place along this
section of the coast (Ghart 18).

About 20 miles-north of Coos Bay
is Salmon Harbor. on Winchester Bay.
It is one of the fastest developing
marine sport fishing ports on the
cific coast An extensive jetty system

of
for

the year.
the marme

during most
t facilities

oat basin facihties are being
built. wll near the Umpqua River
jetties. This place ranks as one of the
best for salinon fishiig along the
Pacific coast.

Only a short distance north along
the coast from t Umpqua River
entrance is the Siuslaw River, another
important coastal sport fishing area on
the south cantral Oregon coast.

The bottom topography off this ’

sectian of the coast is relatively
smooth, deepenihg from shore to a
depth of 50 fathoms about 4 miles off
the Umpqua River and about 6 miles to
the west of the Siuslaw River. Bottom
types are generally gray~sand in the
inshore area. green'mud and gray
sand offshore. About 27 miles due west
of the Siuslaw River entrance _is
Heceta Bank, one‘of the well-known
fishing spots off the south central
Oregon coast.

" Coho and chinook salmon are
tdKen outside the Umpqu# River bar
from June to early October, up to the
time when the fall run up the river
begins. Coho are usually found farther
offshore than chinook and enter the
fishery earlier in the year. while
chinook appear later and nearer the
river entrance. More than 90% of the
"Cf{"‘ﬁre‘ catch 15 Cojig- A good fishing
lCm chinook most of the seaspn is

-
1

/

.
in the Umpqua River bar area. Both
north and south: a distance of 2 to 3
miles -from the entrance, are reefs
having several desirable species of
bottomfishes. The catclies consist
primafily “of rockfishes (quillback.
bocaccio, vermilion, canary, black. and
china).

Along the outside of the Umpqua
River jetties during the summer,
anglers on the-jetty or nearby in small
boats catch occasional salmon;
however, the majox, fishes taken in this
area are rockfishes, lingcod, and
surfperches. On fhe inside of the
jetties anglers také rockfishes, starry

flounder, greenfilys, tomcod, and
surfperches (redtail. walleye. white,
silver, and pile). Much the same

complex of species taken off the Coos
Bay jethes also is caught off the
Umpqua River jetties. A good place for
fishing the entrance channel is from
the old U.S. Coast Guard pier on the
south side of the channel.

In Salmon Harbor. herring
(February to October] dnd anchovy
(June to October) are jigged from the
docks. Clamming 1s very popular in the
Umpqua River, and there 1s some
crabbing 1n the lower nwver, in Win-
chester Bay. and from the docks in
Salmon Harbor. Usually a small run of
chinook enters Winchester Bay during
April and May: however. the principal
run of chinook in the bay is in the fall,
during September and October.

The lower Umpqua River has'a
striped bass fishery, and this 1s a good
alternative to salmon fishing when con-
ditions on the Umpqua River bar are
unfavorable in the summer for offshore
salmon fishing. Anglers fish from the
bank along the lower river for striped
bass, starry flounder. and for coho and
chinook salmon during their September
and October mgration toward the
upper * river. Sturgeons (white and
green) are often caught in the Umpqua
River tidewater; from the Big Bend up
to about 1 mile above the town of
Reedsport. Farther up. the river has
both a summer (July and August) and
winter (November through January)
steelhead fisrlery. and sea-run ‘cut-
throat trout are taken in this area in
late fall. Spring chinook fishing is
popular upriver at city of Scottsburg
and Mill Creek.

Twenty-four miles north of "the

Umpqua River is the Siuslaw River.
where improvements in the entrance

. jetty system make it possible to fish

outside in the ocean during most of the
symmer: However. bar conditions at
the Siuslaw River entrance frequently
become unfawvorable for small boats. so
local advice should be (obtained on
small-boat navigation over ‘the bar.
Offshore of the Suislaw River.
oho and chinook fishing 1s reported to
be good.fegom June through September.
with May tg August best. There is
fishing off the north jetty for lingcod.
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1 [ ] Old Coast Guard Pier
200 ©® SamonHarbor
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6 % ®  Gardiner. Umpqua R.
7 ‘ " ® Riverentrances .
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8 ® Noel's Ramp. Siuslaw R:_ -

" (white, atriped,
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redtail' and striped surfperches. black
and copper rockfishes. cabezon. starry
flounder, and greenlings. Inside the
river in the lower bay and tidewater
sections, fishing for chinook and coho
is good during tke fall runs in Sep-
tember’ through Novemb Surf-
perches also are caught i this area
pile, .walleye, and
silver)., a there are crabbing and"
digging for gapers and softshell clams
above the Highway 101 bridge.

From the town of Florence to the
river mouth, fishing is good for surf-
perches and -starry flounder. From
about Siboco east upriver, the major
fishery is for sea-run cutthroats;
fishing usually begins in July and lasts
through the summer. Anglers in thi
ubriver area fish for ©oho and chinook
starting in late ,September and con-
tinuing into November. Also. there is a
shad fishery: ngar the hea
tidewater in spring. )

About 8 miles north of the Siuslaw
River is-the prominent coastal ‘land-
mark, Hecets Hedd. Along the shore of
Heceta Head are several good rocky-
shore fishing areas for black rockfish.
redtail surfperch. linggpd, greenlings.
and cabezon. Starry floui?.er and®and
sole are taken over sdndy bottom

el .
which intersperses rocky areas.

of ~
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19 Heweld Head to
{ape Lookout

The central Oregop coast (Chart 19)
~ presents a mixtur& of broad sandy
beaches backed in some areas by high
bluffs and hills and rocky points. The
prominent coastal points are Heceta
Head. Cape Perpetua, Yaquina Head.
-Cape  Foulweather, Cascade Head.
Cape Kiwanda. and Cape Lookout.
The offshore coastal shelf noéth-
west from Heceta Head widens and
the 50-fathom depth contour is about
10 miles offshore. The shelf narrows

. off Cape Foulweather to about 5 to 6
miles wide out to the 50-fathom curve.
South and west_of Newport. the major
deepwater port along this section of
the coast. is Stonewall Bank. a well-
known offshore fishing place. The
bottom off this area is generally sand.
gravel, and gray sand. A number of
thajor rivers empty into the Pacific
Ocean along this section of the coast:
the Alsea. Yaquina. Siletz, and

- Nestucca rivers. In tidewater and
about the entrances of these rivers can

" be found fishing grounds for a number
of desirable marne and anadromous
species.

. North of Heceta Head is a 10-mile
area of coast noted for its excellent
shore fishing areas for black rockfish.
redtail surfperch, lingcod. greenlings.

cabezon. The rugged coastal terrain.

however. limits access to this excellent
fishing area. North of Cape Perpetua
about the mouth of the Yachats River,
shore fishing is good for surfperches
and smelts. Surf smelt runs are ex-
cellent during summer and early fall.
This area also has good shore fishing
for greenlings. lingcod, redtefl surf-
perch. and rockfishes. Occasionally.
coho salmon are caught September to
November; however. this location has
Q  a small salmon run. Steelhead
EMCin entering the river in laté

52 ‘

November: December and January are

good months for catching this species.
The first sizable river north of
Heceta Head 1s the Alsea River,
emptying -into the Pacific Ocean near
* the town of Waldport. The channel
entrance to the Alsea River from the
ocean is not protected by a jetty
system. and conditiohg over the en-
trance bar are much to$ hazardous for
boats. One of the favoyite sites for the
shore angler is abofit North Point,
where coho and _¢h
during late s
tidewater fishe
from August to

is constderable fishyng from inside the

bar along shore and from small boats -

from upper tidewater to below the
highway bridge. Fishing areas for
salmon change from the lower bay to
the upper bay and then into upper
tidewater as the fish migrate to fresh
water. Cutthroat trout_are taken by
trolling in upper tndewa?er from July to
October (August peak). cWithin the
bay. starry flounder are taken during
~tsummer, and surfperches (walleye.
striped, white, and silver) are common
in the gatch from spring through fall.

i Softsheﬁ ctams are dug in the shallow
reas. and crabs are cagght in the bay

iffg summter.

Approximately 5 miles north of the
Alsea River is Seal Rock. a good shore-
fishing area for surfperches (redtail,
silver. and striped) and greenlings.

The next major marine fishing port
to the north of Seal Rock is Yaquina

Bay. Because of its “jmportance as a’

4)ii!!wational fishing area it has been
covered separately. (See Chart 20.)
North of Yaquina Bay from Gull
Rock to Depoe Bay (see inset]. shore
fishing is excellent for greenlings,
cabezon. lingcod. black rockfish, and
for redtait and striped surfperches.
Depoe Bay is one of the most
scemc small-boat ports along the
Pacific ¢oast. The bay is very small
and connected to the ocean by a short
and narrow tock-lined channel bor-
dered on both sides by rough. rocky
shore and breaking waves. The bay
itself has little fishing. xCharter boat
facihties are available at Depoe Bay
for offshoré $almon fishing during
summer and early fall. and occasional:
trips are made offshore for albgcore
during July and August if the tuna are
within operating distance.
area. bottomfishing 1s goodfor species
of rockfishes. flounders. and lingcod.
Coho are fished from June ‘through
October. with late July and early
August best. Of the salmon caught
offshore 1n this area, 90% are coho.
To the north at the Siletz River,
shore fishing is good near the entrance
for several species of surfperches.
rockfishes. and greenlings. The Siletz
River has a fairly large entrance to the
Pacific Ocean. but the bar 1s often too

97

«

Off this _

dangerous for boats. Inside Siletz Bay,
fishing is heavy throughout the lower
bay channel for chinook from August

~through October, and for coho from

August to November. Surfperches (pile,
white, silver, striped. and walleye} also
are taken within the bay. as well as
starry flounder. which are fished on
the tide flats and in the channel (best
fishing January to May). The bay has
some crabbing and sea-run cutthroat
are caught in tidewater from'July to
October. ’ -

Farther north, the Salmon River -
empties into ‘the Pacific .Ocean just
below Cascade Head at the small
community of Three Rocks. During
calm water. small boats sometimes fish
offshore for salmon close to Cascade
Head. Around the river entraice.
bottomfishing is good for cabezon
black and copper rockfishes. lingcod.
and greenlings. In tidewater, starry
flounder are taken in summer. sea-run
cutthroats fram, July through Sep-
tember., and cobo and chinook from
August through Octqber.

One of the more noted fishing
places along the Oregon coast is the
Nestucca Bay-Pacific City area.
Charter operations near Pacific City
use surf dories to fish in the ocean off
Cape Kiwanda and Haystack Rock for
salmon (June through the symmer) and
bottomfish. Of the salmon’ caught in
this area. 80% are coho. The dories -
are available for daily charter. This is
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the only place along the Pacific cdast
with such a facility available to the
public. Only on. rare occasions. when
near-flat calms prevail. do small boats
venture out of the mouth of Nestucca
Bay. The entrancé bar 1s, very
dangerous. and caution is mandatory.
In the bay. fishing 1s excellent for
starry flounder. and 1n the tidewater
section of the Ngstucca River. chinook
and coho -are taken from June to
November. Fall runs of -chinook provide
the best fishing from Séptember
through October: coho are fished 1n
October. Steelhead are taken in upper
tidewater from November -to March.
and sea-run cutthroats are fished from
June - through Aigust. The tdewater
sectiorr of the Little Nestucca River has
much. the same species composition’
and _titming for runs of salmon as the
Nestudga River. -

At Sand Lake. 3 miles north of

Pacific' City., anglers %ometimes take ~

starry _ flounder in the entrance
channel during late spring and
summer. i .

At Cape Laqokout, one of the more .
rugged prominent points along the
Oregon coast. anglers catch bottomfish
along the south side. On occasions.
coho are taken close to the shore of
the cape: Access to the shore around
the cape is difficult: however. shgre
fishing is reported to be good in this
area for surfperches. lingcod. and
greenlings.
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Yaquina Bay (Chart 20) offers the

.marine angler a variety of fighing.

Development of an extensive jetty
system allows access to offshore
fishing most of the ‘time. and-excellent
shore and fishing facilities are
available. The offshore area 18" in-
tensively fished during the summer for
salmon. and 90% of the catch 1s coho.
In addition to rockfishes and lingcod.
hahbut are taken occasionally around
reef areas. and many times are taken
while salmon trolling. During mid-
summer..some albacore trips are made
from Newport _to “ offshore
areas.

fishing

From the Yaquina Bay bridge west’

along the jetty. salmon frequently are

dr::tober].
About the Yaquina Bay bridge piling is
a good area for herning and anchovy
jigging. especially high tide.

The south side of the south jetty is
popular for chinook salmon fishing in
the . summer. Both jetties are
recognized as good fishing places for
starry flounder. cabezon. lingcod.
black and copper rockfishes. sand
sole. greenlings. and surfperches fred-
tail. striped. and walleye). Kishing
in Yaquina Bay is produftive for
surfperches and bottomfish as well as
salmon. Surfperches and flounders are
taken along the north and south
shorelines of the bay. from shore and
from docks: the most glentiful penod is

.39

.

« 'Yaquina Bay at

-

from  March through October. ™A
particularly good area for surfperches
and starry flounder is south of
the bend in the
Yaquina River. Up to 90% of the local
catch of these two species comes from
this part of the bay. Green sturgeon
are caught n 'the upper bay: and
chinook and coho salmon are taken in
upper .tidewater from September to
November. Anglers take sea-run
cutthroat trout in the upper bay from
midsummer through October. Jacksmelt
are jigged off docks frdm January to
July. and topsmelt are taken from

—————}amiary to March. Crabs are netted

throughout the year from the docks.
from the public barge near the Marine
Science Center. and from boats, on
incoming and slack tides. Lo
Yaquina Bay is ra?gd as one of the
more populaf clamming areas along
the Oregon coast. Clams arfe dug on
the tide Tflats east of the Newport

. docks and along the south side of the

Yaquina River. Cockles, gapers. and
softshell clams are the major species
in these areas.

The first prominent point of land.

north of Newport is Yaquna Head.
There is good fishing for shore species
in this area: February to March
usually qffers the best fishing for
redtail and striped surfperches.
Greenlings. hngcod., cabezon. ‘black
“rockfish. and an occasional salmon
also are taken around Yaquina Head.
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21 Cape l.bukout o
Cannon Beach

Along the coast from Cdpe Lookout to

river empties,into it. Starry flounder.
greenlings. and ‘several species of
surfperches are taken throughout the
summer;: however. the bay ig more
noted for its excellent crabbing and
clamming. Crabbing is good in the
lower .channel: and gaper. cockle.
softshell. littleneck. and a few razor
clams are available at low tide on the
bay flats that form a sizable portion of
the bay's area. The inexperienced
boater is cautioned to ask the advice
of local anglers before attempting to

cross the bar.

[ 4

Cannon Beach {Chart 21).

long sandy

beaches are common., with occasional
prominent rocky points extending west
of the coastline—such as Cape Meares
and Cape Falcon. Offshore the sea
bottom gradually slopes.to the west
with the 50-fathom curve about 5 miles
offshore 1n the seuthemn half. extending
in a northwest dlrgction to about 9
miles offshore tn the northern half. The
bottom 1s of sand and shells with some
gravel areas. Some rocky arkas are
close to shore. such as Three Arch
Rocks south of Cape Meares, Pyramid
Rocks off Cape Meares. Twin Rocks

h .of Tillamook B'ay entrance.
Falcon s off Cape Falcon. Castle
Rocks just to north of Cape

Lookout

Tillamook. Bay is one of the largest
bays along the Oregon coast, and 1nto
it flow the Tillamook. Wilson. Miam,
and Trask rivers. The bay has two
sizable towns. both with excellent
fishing facilities. They are Bay City,
half way along the shore on the east
side. and Garibaldi. near the bay
entrance. In addition to several bottom.
species listed’ on the chart. redtail
surfperch and black rockfish can be
taken from the jetty f;?q in the channel
near the jetty. The rhain channel has
good spots for crabbing and fishing for.
starry flounder. and surfperches
(walleye. white. silver. striped. and
pile). Tillamook Bay entrance has a
sizable jetty: however. bar conditions
are not generally favorable for small
boats. Charter and larger private

coho and

. and Haystac of f boats fish offshore for
Gannon Beach. These rocky areas are inook and rockfishes {black. canary.-
all good for bottomfish: however, they ' copper. illback).

should be approach?d by small boats
only on calm days.

The entrance to' Netarts Bay is 6
miles north of Cape Lookout. This bay
has some feeder or immature salmon.
and both chinook and coho are taken
frequently ib the lower channel during
the summer. Netarts Bay has no
spawning runs of salmon as no major

Q \
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* through May. and again in the fall.

inside Tillamook—Bay._fishing -for

feeder chinook in the lower cha
near the entrance -is best from April

Best fishing for coho is from mid-
September to November. The best
spots for clamming are on the west
side of the bay. Razor clams are
sometimes found 1n this area. but most

!

limited amount .of jetty fishing durmg

. ¥ .
of the take is other species such as

gapers. littleneck, cockles,, softshell.
and butter clams. Herring gfe common
in the bay and are fished from spring

through ¥all. Crabbing is best. in the
main channel during the winter,

The Nehaleri Bay jetty complex is
about 5 miles north of Tillamook Bay.
Small boats are able to venture across
the Nehalem Bar to fish for coho and
chinook salmon only in calm weather
during the summer ang fall. There is a

low water for surfperches (walleye.

white,

silver.

striped. and pile) and

greenlings.

Herring

are

jigged

in

. and crabs may be taken in the lower

February.” Salmon are taken in the
lower bay in early fall and in t
tidewater areas near the town
Nehalem in late fall. Sea-run cutthroa
trout are taken in tidewater. with Jul
to September best. A good spot to fnsz
for starry flounder is in the upper bay.

bay channel. *
North of the Nehale)r: River en-
trance is Cape Falcon. which providei E

good fishing for several species
rockfishes. Immediately north of Cape
Falcon are good clamming beaches

such as Short Sand, Arch Cape and
Cannon Beach.
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22. Columbig River )

The Columbia River entrance (Chart,
22), offshore to the lightship and east
in the estuary toward Astona. 1s one
of the most heawily fished areas in the
northwest. Offshore of the Columbia
Rwer tralling 1s ood for chinook and
coho salmon from mid-June to early
faf. One of the more popular trolling‘
areas for salmon from late June to’
early September 1s near the Columbia

.

coho are more likely«to be taken near
the surface and chinook tend to erun
deeper. As a general rule, coho and
chmook are caught farther offshore
early in the summer, moving close to
the river mouth later in the year. and
the sport and commercial troll fishery
follows this movement. .
About 7 miles southwest of the
south jetty. bottomfishing is good for
rockfishes (widow, yellowtail, and
\%ﬁick), and other species of bottomfish.
etween this area and the jetty is a
good place for halibut. . \
Check current informaticti on the
Columbia River bar and the weather
before venturing into the entrance
channel. A number of potentially
dangerous areas exist, and fog closing
in on these areas while you are fishing
provides a setting for possible disaster.*
The C%xmbia River south jetty is
accessible for angling. and both sides
of the inshore half of the jetty's length
are fished. Chinook are caught from
1 the jetty in June and July; coho are
taken from June to September. Other
species that enter the catch include
starry flounder.. redtail surfperch:
black rockfish, greenlings, and Paaific

Y

Q

ERIC
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Rwver entrance whistle buoy, where -

(

tomcod. Along the south shore, east of
the south jetty, is agood fishing area
for tomcod, starry flounder, and
redtail surfperch.-Starry flounder may
also, be caught immediately north of
the south jetty to north of Point Adams,
and this area  also has a pfoductive
crab fishely. The north side of the
Columbia® River entrance, at Fort
Canby State Park. 1s another good
crabbing area, and the jetty just west
of Sand Island is a good fishing\spot
for redtail surfperch, greenlihgs,
lingcod, black rockfish, and salmin.
The north jetty at the river entrance\s
a- popular place .to fish, but
dangerous—you shoyld check locally
befere fishing from -it.

Complete facilities for fishing in
the Columbia River estuary and off-
shore may be found along the south
shore at” Hammond, Warrenton, and
Astoria, .and on ‘the north shore at
Ilwaco and Chinook.

Generally, the lower Columbia
River has spring, summer, and fall
runs of chinook—the fall run 1s the
largest and considered best. Coho are
taken 1n the river in August and
September; in the lower tributaries.
September and October., The lower
Colpmbia  River has numerous
tributarmes, such as the Lewis and
Clark and Klaskanine rivers, which
offer fishing opportunities for shad
(June) and steelhead (November to
March). Another tributary,- the Young
River. also has a shad run in June and
July" In Cathlamet Bay, east of Tongue
Point, summer shad fishing is popular,
with July usually bringing the best
catches. Along the north shore of the
Columbia River estuary from near
Meglér to Grays Bay. and along the

- south side of the river from Astoria

east, sea-run cutthroat trout are fished
close to shore and in nearby streams
during summer and fall. Cutthroats
also are taken in the Young and Lewis
:and  Clark, rive west of Astoria.
White sturgeon are taken throughout
the ‘year in the estuary at the locations
shown on the chart. .

+ South of the Columbia River is one
of the more prominent coastal points,
Tillamook Head. Good clamming can be
found along the sandy beaches south
and north of the Head, and shore
fishing is excellent about Tillamoagk
Head itself for black and copper rock-

.

63

fishes, greenlings, and lingcod. From
Seaside north to the Columbia River
entrance, there are about 18 miles of
wide sandy beach that has some of the
best razor clam digging along® the
Oregon coast. This beach is also a
good surf fishing area for redtail
surfperch; however, as on most Oregon
and Washington beaches, the surf zone
is very ‘wide, making shore fishes less.
accessible to the surf caster.
The cqast north of the Calumbia
River entrance has good surf fishing
.spots for redtail surfperch, and the
broad sandy beach stretching north for,
nearly 60 miles has excellent areas for
razor clamming.
Farther north, salman and
. steelhead are caught in streams en-
tering the southern part of Willapa
Bay. The tidewater section of the Bear
River, which enters the bay east of
Porter Point, is fished fer steelhead
during late fall and winter,. and in
summer for sea-run cutthroat trout.
“ The Naselle River 1s a good steelhead
and sea-run cutthroat trout stream in
the upper tidewater zone. Also in
tidewater, chinook and coho are fished
during September throygh October and
white sturgeon are taken frequently
.during , the winter threugh spping
(November to April).
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2% Willapa Bay {o S

Ocean Cily |

. 4

. .

. Easy access from the Seattle
metropolitan” area makes th
productw‘ stretch of coast (Chart 2
an active recreational fisha
The port ~of Westport, on Grays
Harbor. is the most popular location

. for ocean salmon Tishing north of the

Columbia River—it .could easily be -

called the cpastal marine salmon sport

fishing capital of the west coast.

Coming into prominence since World

War 1., with development of an

adequate jetty system and a small-boa@

harbor. 1t has assumed*the leadership

n coastal salmon fishing. «

The coast trom north of Cape

Disappointment to ng#th of Ocean City
is broad sandwginterrup_ted nly

- by the entrances to Willapa Bay %nd
Grays Harbor. The shallow shelf
between the shore and the 50-fathom
is wide, about 12 mles in the

south off Oeean Park, and about 18

+ mileg off Ocean City. The bottom in

this: area is sand and sand and shblls,

.grading to mud bottom in deeper

water. One of the better offsh

< bottomfishing areas—Williams R:ﬁ;

. northwegt of Grays Harbor en-.

Atrance—has a ‘water depth of about 21
fathoms. N ‘

. Along .th® " oceany beach from
Ocean Park north to thk.Willapa Bay
‘entrance, the sandy shore is gxcellent
for surf Nishing. with redtail surfperch
the species most frequently taken. This
1s also a good stretch of coast for
digging razor clams. .

. One of the major salmon fishing
areas for ¢oho and chinook during
summer and fall is from near the
Willapa' Bay entrance east to off
Tokeland. Green, and some white
sturgeons are available in Willapa Bay
© g the summer; in winter the white

EMC‘eons migrate upstream. On the

' ‘

N

“ Nrom

. -

-~

east side of Willapa Bay near Needle
Point is the Nemah River. Anglers fish
afong the banks of the lower Nemah
Rwver for chinook and coho from
August to November. Nearby. the Palix
River 1s reported to have good
tidewater fishing for #8ho and chinook
in late summer and fall. The Palix
*tidewater area east of Gogse Point 1s a
. »
g(?d fishing spot for sea-run cutthroat
tréut during the summer and in, late
fall. and winter steelhead are fished in
upper tidewater. Along shore to the
east and west of Bruceport. anglers
catch sea-run cutthroafs. Northeast of
Hawks Point, in Jhe North River. coho,
chinook. and jack salmon (second-year
male spawners) are fished from
August to November, and sea-run
cutthroats during July to October. *
To the north, along the outer coast
Cape Shoalwater to the entrance
of Grays Harbor, broad sand b®aches
offer, excellent razor clam digging and
pro‘d&ctive swrf fishing for redtail and

sqnpeq} surfperch. Some shore areas

=flso are

reported to be good” for

crabbing. .
.The -Westport-Grays Harbor
complex 1s noted for its excejlent

facilities for- recreational fishing. Many
charter boats are available and
faTilities for the small-boat angler are
excellent. As in other ports along the
* northern California, Oregon: and
Washington coast. the bay entrance
can be a dangerous one for the small-
boat angler if he fails to heed the
advice of anglers with experience in

local waters. Offshore from Westport, *

chinook and coho salmpn are the major
objectives of sport anglers as in most
areas from @gn Francisco north. About

f/ 65% of the salmon catch off Grays

-

Harbor is coho, which are found off-
shore in_ the spring and closer' to
shore and near the entrance to Grays
Harbor in summer and fa]l. Chinook
dominate the catch early in the season
(April to June). and are, on an average.
large. Théy are found offshore in the
spring and nearer shore from-early

Jaly through fall. although usually~_ "~

available to some degree. -offshore
throughout the season. Coho dominate
_the catch later ip the season (June to
October). Pink salmon occasionally are
taken offshore. especially during odd-
nYmbered vears. -
In addition to salmon fishing. a
ndmber of charter boats from
' Westport make trips far offshore for
albacore during periods qf good fishing
mn Julg$ August. or September Bat-
tomfish also are taken offshore, many
times 1ncadental to fishing for salmon.
Pacific halibut are taken during spring
and summer along the 30-fathom curve
west of Williams Reef, northwest of .the
bar. At Wilhams Reef and ojﬂr rocky
areas the major species of roc(l(fishes
caught are the black. yellowtail
vermilion. and yelloweye (rasphead).
Nearshore, the major small-boat

65

>
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~
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fishing area for salmon i$ sowth and
southwest of the entrance. On the
Jetty. anglers take redtail surfperch,
black rockfish,, cabezon, lingcod, and
starry flounder. Coho and chinook
frequently are taken on the channel
side of the jetty from May tor
November; best fishing, July through
September. In Grays Harbor near the
Westport boat basin, surfperches
(redtail, silver. white., walleye. and
pile) as well as other inshore species
are seen n the bay angler's catch.
Around the point near the Ocean

ores boat basin is a good area for
surfperch fishing from August to
January. Green and white sturgeons
are sometimes taken in Gray$ Harbor;
greens are caught in the harbor during
the summer, and whites are taken in
the outer river channel at the east end
of the harbor in winter.

Several streams emptying into
Grays Harbor provide excellent fishing
for salmon and anadromous’ trout. The
Humptulips River has a fall run of
coho and .chinook salmon and excellent
steelhead fishing in the winter. Sea-run
cutthroat trout are available in the.
<ummer and fall. The Hoquiam River
has fishing for steelhead in the winter
and sea-run cutthroats in the summer.
The major tributary to Grays Harbor,
the Chehalis River (east of the chart
area) has anadromoyb! cutthroat,
steelhead. white sturgeony) and chinook
and coho, as well ag a fef shad.

o The stretch of.coast north of the
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Grays Harbor jetty nedr the resort
area of Ocean Shores is good for
surfperch fishing. and the entire sandy
beach from the harbor entrance to-
above Cape Elizabeth is excellent for/

» erazor clamming ‘and has some crab-
bing.

North of the coastal area shown
on Chart 23, at Moelips (about 17 miles
north of Oceah Shores). is the southern
border, of the Qumnault Indian
Reservation, Fishing and clamming are
sttrict.ed along the reservation shore.

North of the Quinault Indian
Reservation, to east of Destruction
Island gpnd south Of the Hoh River. are
good surf fishing and clamming areas
with easy access.from the coast high-
way. Runs of good surf and night
smelts are common to this drea; mght °
smelt runs are from May to September.
The coast from this area north to La
Push 1s rocg%wand nearly inaccessible
for shore fiShing.
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24 LaPush to Cape Flattery
to Clallam Bay
‘ /

The coast from La Puilh to Cape
Flattery [Chart 24) is one of the most
picturesque sections of the Paaific
coast. This northwesternmost section
of the State of Washington has a
rugged coastline of ‘high wooded bluffs,
interspersed with sandy beaches and
rocky ‘shores, with reefs and small
rocky 1slands just offshore. The®,
coastline from Cape Flattery along the
south shore of the Strait of Juan de
Fuca to Neah Bay is rugged. and from
Neah Bay eastward the shoreline is
generally a rocky one, but frequently
.interspersed with nafrow sandy
.beaches
. The coast south of La; Push. is
re by with many small pinnadlgs rising
E ch the surface in the nedrshore

°

<

area and extensive submerged reefs.

. The major islands along this sectiontof ,
rocky coast from south to north are‘

Destruction Island, -Alexander Isla
(about 12 miles below La Push), Jafnes
Island off La Push. and_Ozette and
Tatoosh islands off Cdpe Flattery.

The coastal shelf off La Push has
a gradual slope. with the 50-fathom
curve being 10 to 12 miles offshore.
However, the slope becomes sharper to’
the north toward Cape Flattery, where
thé 50-fathom curve is close to shore,
passing just to the west of Tatoosh
Island and Duntze and Duncan rocks.
From Cape Flattery eastward along the
Strait of Juan de Fuca to Slip Point
near, Clallam Bay the 50-fathom curve
1s about 1%2 miles offshore. The bottom
nearshore is sand grading to green
mud and sand in the deeper water of
the Strait of Juan de Fuca. .
. At the- mouth of the Quillayute
River, about 36 miles south of Cape
Flattery, is the small [#Mian village of
La Push. This is the only small-boat
harbor along the * northwest
Washington coast from «Grays Harbor
to Neah Bay. The entrance is pass-
able for the small-boat angler most
of the summer and 1s the only place in
this area where offshore ‘small-boat’
fishing is possible with some degree of
safety, Though requiring a longer

journey from the center of northwest °

population. La Pash is increasing in
populanty for ocean anglers.

Much of the fishing off La Push is
for Teeding stucks of coho and chinook
salmon. The offshoce catch is
predpminantly “coho, and July to
September jg the best fishing time for
this species. Some pink salmon are
taken offshore during the same period.
The Quillayute River ha$ anadromous
cul’z]roat trout 1n summer and fall, and
a rlin of chinook. Chinook concentrate
nearshore. along the coast, and around

the river mouth during the fall. In"late .

fall and winter the niver also has
steelhead. In addition to offshore
bottomfishing, shore fishing is good off

- the sandy beaches for redtail surf-

perch and off rocky areas for
greenlings, black rockfish, and
sometimes lingcad. Anglers fish from
the jetty at the entrance to the river
and from the beach just south of the
mouth.

From north of La Push to near

/‘Cape Alava there is little ocean and

shore recreational fishing because of
its remoteness from any small-boat
harbor and lack of shore access roads.
Off Cape Alava and to the north 1s the,
start of coastal offshore fishing areas
fér coho and chiﬁk salmon fished by
boats from Neah Bay. Fishing in this
area begins in May. In adqitionto csho
and ghinook. pinks are ‘taken

frequently 1in late summer and early

tall duning odd years. North of Cape
Alava 1s the Qzette River. which is
reported to have good fishing for sea-
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run ‘cutthroat trout. Between Waatch
Point and Portage Head, including
Mukkaw Bay, sandy-shore fishing 1s
s good for redtail .surfperch. Off rocky
areas, fishing is“reported to be good
for4bckfishes. geeenlings. and lingcod.
Cape Flattery is a popular fishing
area for charter boats out of Neah Bay
and for the small-boat angler during
calm weather. South of the cape gnd
nearshore is a good area for rock-
fishing. Offshore are well known areas—
for catching adult and juvenile =
chinook, adult and juvenile or feeder .

coho, and pinks (odd years only).
Charter boats from Neah Bay
sometimes make trips to Swftsure

Bank. northwest of Cape Flattery. for
coho and chinook. Off Cape Flattetry

~ and Tatoosh Island are good areas for

. rockfishing (china, copper.. quillback,
yelloweye (turkey-red), black. blue,
and vellowtail). Around the north side
of Cape Flattery. the species fished are
similar ‘to those found south of the
cape; however, there is considerably
more small-boat fishing as the seas are
smooth® than off the cape. and the
‘port of Neah Bay-1s ngarby. Salmon 4
angling~from small boats fishing off- .
shore from Neah Bay to the cape
begins in May. Feeder coho are taken
from late spring into summer, and

-

« adult coho. chinook, and pink salmon

are fished in late summer and early
fall (odd-n ered vyears for pink).
Feeder chpiook are taken in the area
all year/ Nearshore from Waddah
Islané st to Cape Flattery are a
numb&r d&f good fishing spots—each
with its pwn local name. The area
northeast [ of Waddah Island west to
Koitlah P&nt has good salmon fishing
for small-boat anglers, as well as good
bottomfishing for rockfishes, kelp
greenhng, and lingcod. g

The Strait of Juan de Fuca 1s
oriented 1n a west by northwest

4
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Discovery Bav

direction and provides an extension of
the coastal ocean environment into at
least the first portion of the strait. Sea

conditions are suitable most of the
year for small-boat operations The
absence of ocean swells as one

proceeds 1nto _the strait and lack of—

rough water such as found nearshore
along open ocean coast make for
pléasant boating.

The Sekiu River. about 13 miles
east of Neah Bay. is reported.to have
fishing in the lower sections for sea-

run cutthroat trout in the spring and. . Lyrg Rwer all have winter steelhead *

fall. steelhead run into the river during
the winter. The nearby Hoko and
Clallam rivers have much the same
species and seasonal distribution as
the Sekwu River. From Kydaka Point
east 1s an excellent small-boat area for
chinook. The nearshore areas off Sekiu

* Point and Shp Point are some of the

more accessible and popular locations
for salmon fishing and excellent
facihties are available fgr the small-
boat angler. Nearshore aleng this area
of the -Strait of Juan de Fuca can be
found good fishing areas for lmgcod.
greenlings. and species of rockfishes
such as black. china. copper. and
quillbact./ !

.

e

25 Pillar Point o

PiLar POINT TO ANGETES POINT

The south coast of the Strait of
Juan de Fuca from Pillar Point tp
Angeles Point {Chart 25) hdas a limited_
number of facihties _for the marine,
angler The coast has a sharp
shoreline. and the bottom tends to be

rocky nearshore. Water depths range -

feam 90 to 120 fathoms offshore. in the

)
E TC~ern portion of the chart area. to

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

o 90 fathoms, off Angeles Puint
64

[, -

Most small fpats fish for salmon off
Pillar Point and to the west, and from
Low Point east to
Feeder and adult chinook are taken in
the spring and summer; adult coho and

* pinks in early fall. The mamn fishing

areas are either nearshore for feeder
chinook or offshore for coho (August
through September) and pink (August)
Several streams empty 1nto the
Strait of Juan de Fuca along ths
section of the coast. The Pvsht River.
Deep Creek. West Twin River. and

runst and sea-run cutthroat trout in
varying amounts. In addition to salmon
fishing. rockfishes are fished around
reef areas. and sole and halbut are
fished offshore overg smooth bottom,
Surfperches are tak#h along shore; the
mouths of Déep Creek and Twin River
.are among the better spots. The area
just east of Pillar Point is noted for its
octopus fishery. ’

Crescent Bav ‘has good facilities
for the marine angler and 1s accessible
to the salmon .fishing areas alopg thud
section of the / coast an'd/t;g’. b',%t-
tomfishing groudds for hahbut. rock-
fishes. greenliftgs. flounder, and Pacific
(true) cod. Anglers fish for feeder
chinook during the summer. and for
adult chinook during the fall from
Agate and Cresggnt bays east to off
Angeles Point. Pinks are usually taken
1n this*area during late summer of odd-
numbered, vears.

PORI ANGHEES 10 PORT DISCOVERY

-

The city of Port Angeles 1s the
principal ~ center of commerce on
Washington's Ulvmpic Peninsula
Marine sport fishing 1ntensity in.
creases irom the Point Angeles area
eastward. and fishing areas become
more numerous because, of the many
“islands. channels: and bays and -their

<accessibiity to the metropolitan areas

bordering greater Puget Sound.

North of the town of Port Angeles
is the narrow, pemnsula br “smt”
known as Ediz Hook. gne of- the more
popular and easilv accessible fishing
locations in the area. Port Angeles has
excellent facilihes for the marine
angler and a varety of salmon and
bottomfishing 1s found nearbv. Feeder
chinook areipresert all vear and are
fished on the inside of the ~"Hook.” off
the U.S Coast Guard Air Station at the
east end of the-Hook. along the outer
edge of the Hook. near An;z('*les/ Point
to the west and Green Pont to the
east Adult cobo and pinkg are taken
here and offshore during summer and
fall.  adult (hm()f& are caught 1n
summer

East of Port Angeles. off Green *

‘ ,_Rp\lint.
/

_and lingeod as well as salmon Chinook®

fishing 15 excellent for halibut

are taken all vear (feeders in winter

and spring. anrd adults 1n summer)’

. '69

Angeles Point. ,

1 ® ® @ Ppilarroiny ,
Crescent Harbor
Freshwater Bay

.

Port Angeles o .

Lo
®
e o o .o

5+ @ Port Angeles. Edl; Hook
Dungeness State Park

Sequim State Park

~1
.
e o eo.

Discovery Bay

“

@ and coho and pinks are available

-’

August “ to October. East of Port
Angeles. two small streams are fished
for anadromous trout. Morse Creek
has .wihter steelhead and sea-run
cutthroats, and the stream emptying
into the Strait of Juan de Fuca at
Green Point 1s reported to have fishing
for sea-run cutthroats and a few
steelhead.

Around Dungeness Spit. feeder
chinook dre taken all year. and adult
chinook frequent the area in the
summen. Pinks. coho. and chinook are

caught "farther

offshore during Jjuly

through

September. and

coho

frequently are taken near the spit.
Au%\st to October. Crabbing is
reported to be good 1n Dungeness Bay.
The Dungeness River has a rtun of
steelhead 1n the winter. and some are
reported to be caught during the
summer. Sea-run cutthroat and Dolly -
Varden trout also are taken in the
Dungeness River. .
Immediately, north of the entrance
to Sequim Bay. and seuth inte the
northern half of the bay. fishing is
good “for feeder chinook during the
-winter Coho sometimes are taken in
fall. the mbst popular area is near

Hardwick Point.

S®a-run

cutthroat

trout are taken frequently nearshore
around the edge of Sequim Bay

el

To the north are several offshore
banks—Dallas Bank. Eastern Bagk.
Pattridge Bank. and Hein Bank—all
good areas for bottomfishing. Some are
noted as being good for salmon—the-
southwestern side of Partridge Bankus
well knowi! for c oho. chinook. and pink
salmon fishing during summer. Bot-
tomfishes faken on or near the

N
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"banks” include rockfishes. lingcod,
Pacific halibut. and kelp greenling.

. Over smooth kottom nearby. occasional

catches are made of starry flounder,
English sole, Pacific sanddabs.
sablefish, striped and pile surfperches,

"’ and Paafic cod.

E mcfiahing duri

0o

\

Discovery Bay is one of the better
fishing areas for feeder chinook during
the winter. and adult coho sometimes
are taken here during the fall. Salmon
fishirg~ 18 popular around the bay
entrance off Diamond Point and.Cape

Georgd. Additional areas are fished on ~

the west side north of Gardiner. and

. nearshore in the lower half of the bay.

Sea~run! cltthroats frequently are
taken”close to shore throughout most of
Discovery Bay; the productive
places are south of Diamond Point and
Beckett Point.
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26 ~Whidbev istand 1o *
Blaine

-

®f all the sections along the U.S. west
coast, & description of marine fishing

"in this arga (Chart 26). which includes °

the San Juan Islgnds\ and islands and
hays along "the northixest Washington
mainland. is the mostrc\O%pléx because
fiumeroug islands. channels, and bays
provide a wide range of habitats for
~marine fish, resulting in many ex:
cellend . location{s for ‘marine game
fishirlé. . ¢ .

From .along the Whidbey Island’s
west shore. east of $mith Island to
about 4 miles north of Deception Pass.
is a wellknown fighing area for feeder
chinpok (all - ear)? and -for adult
chinopk duYing’the early fall precéding
the spawning migration of this salmon
speciess to the Skagit and, Fraser

rivers. Coha‘are taken frequintly in

' urea from Apyjl to Septembey with
June to Septeiber.

s

-

- shore™ fro

Pinks are taken August andgpeptember
during odd-numbered years.

Along the south and southeast side
of Lopez Island are areas for catching
immature or feeder chinook (all year),
and one of the more popular places for
fishing is off Iceberg Point. Lopez Pass
is noted for large feeder chinook in
February. Proceeding northwest,
popular salmon fishing spots are in
Griffin Bay off Friday Harbor and at
the northwest end of San Juan Island.
These are good areas for catching
immature chinogk in summer and large
chinook from December to February.
Bottomfishing is excellent throughout
the San Juan Islands. Rockfish species
commonly caught are the black.
coppet. canary. quillback, and
yelloweye (rasphead). Lingcod and
greenhngs are also abundant. i

Orcas Island. the northernmost
large 1sland of the San Juans! offers
good salmon fishing along the east ead

of the island at Lawrence Point. This is
one ,of the more popular places for
fishing chinook, coho. and DW’

throughout the summer and early fall
The northwest edge of Cypress Island,
which 1s southeast of Orcas Island, 1s
a good area for feeder chinook, adult
cohojand pinks in the summer. Pacific
cod sometimes are taken near the
southern end of Cypress Island.

North of the San Juan Islands. off
Point Roberts, there is spring and
summer fishing for feeder and adult
chinook, coho. and pinks.

East of the San Juan Islands. off
the northwest shore of Lummi Island in
the wvicinity of Village Point. anglers
fish *for spring and summer chinook.
Also, 1n Hale Passage between Lummi
Island and the mainland. there is
winter angling for chinook.

The Nooksack River. which emp-
ties into Bellingham Bay, has coho
and chinogl runs. with fishing in the
lower part reportedly best in summer
and fall. Steelhead run in the
Nooksack during winter. Squalicum
Creek also empties into the bay north
of Belhngham. and 1t ig reported to be
a good fishing area for sea-run cut-
throat trout. and sometimes steq}head.”
Offshore. in the 8pepWater sections of
Bellingham Bay. there is excellbnt
bottomfishing , for Pacific cod. Near-
south of the city of
Bellingham to north of Edison. sea‘run
cutthroats are taken’close to shore,
and in the inlet about 4 miles south of
Bellingham. winten fishing is excellent
for feeder chinooks. Off the mouth of °
the Samish River chinook’ and coho
fishing is .good in" the fall. Sea-run
cutthroats are fished® close to the
mouth of the river in summe? and also
in nearby Edison Sléug}_]. .The Samish
River also has a winter rua of
steelhead. ’

» South of Guemes Island. n the
Guemes Channel from Hat Island to
March Point. feeder chinook are taken

e

" ® © o & O © 06 O O © -0 © © O © © o © © o © © o o o 0o 0 0o 0 o o

Limestone Point

Roche Harbor

{
Smallpox Bay

Frid‘ay Harbor
West Sound
President Channel
Terril Beach
.Casca‘de Bay
Obstruction Pass’ '
Upright Head ’
PeaVine Pass
.Clark Point .
Village Point

Point Roberts
Blaine

Birch ﬁay
Gooseberry Point
Bellingham *
Fair Haven
Larrabee State Park
Bayview

March Point
Anacortes’
Anacbrtes

Sunset State Pa

SkylineMarina - .

Deception Pass
Snee;ogh-Begch'
Coronet Bay
Whidbey Tsland

qu' Harbor

La Connér

R Skagit River. _N Fork
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during the winter. Smelts’ run along
shore southwest of March Point,

The Deteption Pass Channel
connects the upper end of YRagit Bay
with the Strait of Juan de Fuca. This is
a popular area for fishing chinook and
coho from early July through August.
Some of the more adventurous souls
fish from the shores of Deception Pass
for rockfishes. gregﬁlings and hngcod
Southeast of the pass, around Hope
Island. there is fair fishing in the
spring and summer for large maturing
Channel has)
angling nearshore* fo sea-run cut-
throat and Dolly Varden trout. and
jigging for surf smelt. To the south.

,sea-run cuytthroat and Dofly ®arden’

trout are taken along the shore of
Skagit Bay between the north and
south forks of the Skagit River. The
Skagit River is noted for spring and
summer runs of chinook. and in the
lotver reaches sea-run cutthroat and
Dolly Varden trout‘are taken during
the summer. During winter the river,

has a large steelhead run: some
summer-run steelhead also are
available.
‘ /ﬁ} \
L
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27, Skagil Hay to
the Hood Canaj

The inside passages of thejarea north
and west of Puget:Sound (Chart 27). 1n
addition to being~ picturesque. are
noted for their wide variety of fishing.
some being in the transiton zgne
between the Strait of Juan de Fuca and
Puget Sound. This chart includes the
eagternmost area of the Strait of Juan
de Fuea from near Admiralty Jnlet to
Port Susan and Skagit Bay and mn-
cludes many of the more important
‘mh"]g grounds 1n Puget Sound
learatoga Passage extends south
Skagit Bay and separates Camano

68

carea 1is
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Island from Whidbey Island. On the
east side ‘of Camano Island is Port
Susan. and to the south of Port Susan
is Possession Sound and  the north
section of Pugel Sound. On the west
side of Admiralty TInlet is Port
Townsend and the’ entrance to the
Hood Canal.

The depth of water 1n the main
channels in'the northern half of this
50 fathoms or greater.
deepening up to 100 fathoms near the
entrance to Puget Sound in the south.
The entrance to Admiralty Inlet from
the Strait of Juan de Fuca is one of the
more!shallow channels in the g?eater
Puget Sound area. being only 20 to 30
fathoms'deep.,.The channels have for
the most part a mud bottom. although
some” sand and rocky bottom may be
found. .

Although salmoh is ,¢the major
objective of fishermen in Puget Sound
and Strait of Juan de Fuca, excellent
catches can be made of bot-
tomfish—Pacific cod. sablefish. rock-
fishes. rock sole. English sole. Pacific
sanddab. starry flounder. lingcod.- kelp
greenlmg and halibut. Ten of the 53
species’ of rockfishes are commonly
caught in this area. with copper and
qullback rockfishes dommant n the
catch. There 1s increasing interest in
all these species to supplement the
marine angler’'s catch when sal'mon
are not avallable

Near the entrance to Admiralty
Inlet. off Point Wilson. fishing is good
for feeder chinook during summer and
for pinks'and coho from August to
October. Port Townsend, 1s a good
location for catching feeder chfiook
during the winter season. An artificral
reef s reportedly plarined for an atea
just east of Point Wilson. Ajng the
shore from west of Point Wilsomr to theg
south end of Port Townsend and
around the shores of the bay bordering

athe west side of Marrowstone Island.

.end of Mutiny Bay. immathre c

' “fishng & good- for sea-run cutthroft

trout during summer. "off Aqmnralty
Head (Fort Casey State Park) anglers
drift fish for chinook in the winter. and
for ‘coho and pinks during their
summer and fall, migrations through
Admiralty Inlet. Flshmg grounds off
Marrowstone Point. Liphp Point. and 1n
Oak Bay are all good for feeding
chinook during the winter. Sea-run
cutthroats also are fished along the
west shor8 of Oak Bay: off the shores
of Port Ludlo®. they are fished during
the summer, Throughout all bays in
this area. good bottomfishing - is
reported for starry ﬂounder and rock
sole,,

Along the west shore of Whidbey
Island. off Lagoon Pomnt and Bush
Point. there 1s fishing in laté_summer
and fall for ‘coho and pinks. and at
times some steelhead ar&} taken from -
the beach at Bush Point. north
k
during late

are frequemily caught
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Fort Worden State Park
Port Townsend

Kilsut Harbor
“Marrowstone Point
My’stery Bay" '

Kinney Point. Oak 'Bay
Keystone Harbor  #
Whidbey Island

Oak Harbor

Oak Harbor

Penn Cove
Coupeville

Holmes Harbor
Bush Point .
Mutiny Bay .‘

.

. Mutiny Bay , .

" Langley
Columtna Beach
Glendale , -
Skaggt River
Madrona Beach
Sunset Beach
Cama Beach
Lowell Point

°

Kayék Point -
Tulalip Bay
Everett
¥ Mukilteo
Norma Beach
“Meadowdale
Edmonds ,
Foulweather Bluff
Hansville
Point Ne Point .
Kingston -
F:o;'t Gamble * *
Miller Bay”
*Summer onhy
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- Emc‘ture chinook and coho front earlv
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spring and early summer, ’and inside
the bay adult pinks and coho are
caught in late summer and early fall.
Off Double Bluff. west of Useless Bay.
feeder chinook and coho'are fished in
the spring and summer and adult pinks
are sometimes caught during August
and September of odd-numbered years.
South across the channel from Double
Bluff is a popular salmon fishing area
off Skunk Bay. Feeder "chinook are
taken here all year from Foulweather
Bluff jo Point No Potht. and coho are
fished from spring through the fall.
Pinks are sometimes caught in odd-
numbered years in August and Sep-
tember. ]

One of the most popular places for
salmon fishing 1s off Possession Point
at the southern tip of Whidbey
Island—a feeding area for chinook
and coho in spring and summer.
Northeast of Possession Point along the'
shore 1s an excellent rockfish angling
area. as 1s a local spot nearshore off
Edmonds southeast of Possession Point
Off Edmonds. feeder chinook and some
coho are fished during the winter.
From Edwards Point north to Mukilteo.
sea-run cutthroats frequently are
taken by trolling close to shore.

In the Snohomish River tidewater
near Everett. sea-run cutthroat fishing
1s popular during the summer and fall.
The Snohomish River has a steelhead
run dunng the winter. and adult coho
run dunng the fall. and pink run in the
fall during odd vears.

Priest Point 1s apother geod sue
for adult chinook fishing during late
summer. and from Priest Point north
along the east shore of Port Susan and
down the west shore there sometimes

.sgood fishing for sea-run cutthroats
u

ring spring and sumfher. Sea-run
Dolly -Vardern also eccur.along shore 1n
this area. Kayak Point 1s a good fishing
spot for immature chinook in winter
and spring. and off Hat Slough at the
mouth of the Stllaguamish Rjver 1s a
good fishing place for .sea:run Dolly
Varden during spring. R
At the south end of Camano
Island. between Camano Head and
Gedney Island. anglers bottomfish for
black and canary rockfishes
Along the southeast shore of
Whidbey Island and off East Point and
in. Holmes Harbor off Dines Point.
immature chinook are taken in the

winter and spring. In the southern .

portion of Holmes ® Harbor. feeder
chinool\appear in the early spring,
appar%ttracted ito the harbor
bv a late winter‘ang early spring
herring run Sea-run cutthroats also
are taken in Holmes Harbor 1n spring.

Onamac Pomnt. on the west shore

of Camano Islapd. 1s a good  fishing
place for sea-sun cutthroats From ,

Onamac Point nearshore to off.Demock v

corner of
is good for

northwest
fishing

at. the
o Island.

Point
o

<

\_ o

spring to fall (February to October).
and adult chinook sometimes are taken
from June through August. Coho also
are taken in this area from June to
October. and sometimes pinks are
caught 1n August and September

. during odd-numbered years.

T s

v
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. Dabob Bay.is the only major bay,

Point Polnell. at the north end, of
the Saratoga Passage. is a good year-
round location for chinook as well as
for bottomfish. with black rockfish one
of the major species takew. Southwest
of Point Polrell, nearshore fishing is
excellent for sea-run Dolly Varden
near Blowers Bluff and in Penn Cove.
Farther south along the east shore of
Whidbey Island. sea-run cutthroats
occasionally are taken during summer.

Ny

8 M;rtluzm’ﬁ(md Canal
and CentralPuget Sound

1

The waters of central Puget Sound and
northern Hood, Canal (Chart 28) are
heavily fished. largely.because of their
accessibility to the Seattle metropolitan
area ' *

HOoOD CanaL

H®d Canal extends from north of
Port Gamble south to a point‘northeast
of the town #¥nion—a waterway
distance of about 55 nautical miles.
The canal has channel depths from
absut 25 to over 9 thoms -and
becomes shallower at
from Union eastward toward the end
of the canal The canal has sand and

ud bottom except f occastonal
rocky areas off the prominent points.

extending from the-Hood Canal
In the morth haJf of thé Hood
Canal. ®s 0 the sduthern portion.
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there are nmumerous fishing spots for
sea-run cutthroat trout. The fish occur
nearshore and are not common in the
deeper waters. Off Hazel Point on the
Toandos PemnsWa fishing 1s good for
feeder chinook and coho salmon in
spring and early summer. Adult coho
are taken 1n 1solated spots from
Bangor to Misery Point from Sep-
tember to December. and adult pinks
are sometimes’ taken in this area
during'odd-'ﬁumber(;d years. In Dabob
Bay. feeder .chinook frequently are
taken along the west shore from
Quilcene Bay south to Jackson Cove.
from winter to early spring (March
and Apyil beét}. .

TRe Misery Point. Oak Head. and
Hazel Point grounds .are good for
immature of feeding chinook during
spring and summer and, coho from May
through fall. ) '

.. The deeper areas of the Hgod
Canal from Misery Pointsouth to off
Dewatto offer good bottomfishing for
lingcod and rockfishes. Near Dewatto

nearshore fishing is excellent for sea- |

run cutthroats’ during summer. and
offshore fishing is good for coho during
October and November. Chinook are

taken all year off Eldon near the.

Hamma“{amma River.

s

CENTRAL PUGET SOUND* SEATTLE AREA
4 ™~

’ s

“ Puget Sound. being readily‘ ac- -

cessible to the population of greater
Seattle, is one of the major marine
sport fishing areas in ‘the northwest.
Fishing information for_the northern

end of the sound (Possession Point. |

Point No Point. etc.) is given on Chart

27. Near the north end-of the sound.

esouth of the Edmonds docks. nearshore
fishing 1s good for immature chinook
and «cho during December to March
Farther south near Point Wells~and off
Rihmond Beach. are good places for

Q ung mmmature chinook. which
EMCnmes are taken all year !
.

/ ' . * .

4 .

.
@

- /

The Puget Sound channel depth
ranges from about 100 to 130 fathoms
for the area shown on this chart.
Leading from the sound are numerous
inlets that represent major mariné
game fishing areas—Port Madison.
Port Orcliard, Agate Passage. Rich
Pdssage. Sinclair Inlet. Shilshole Bay.
and Elliott Bay are but a—few of these

impo?tant fishing areas. = R
Along the east side of Puget Sound
near Seattle. the area from Qoff

Meadow Point to West Point has good
fishi fﬁf adult chinook inAugust and
Se%ber.ﬁ good rockfishing area for
cop®er and black rockfishes 1s offshore
from the marina north -gf Ballard.
Farther north. from Richmond Beach to
West, Peint. immature ‘chinodk are

fished during winter and spring.*Elliott, "

Bay is an excellent area for catching
immature chinook ({October to

" February) and for adult chinook and

coho 1n late -summer and fall.
tributary to Elliott Bay. the Duwamish
River. has good f&ll chinook: cohp. and
winter steelhead runs.

In the greater Seattle area some
of the morg impottant shore and
nearshore fishing locations are listed

below. where some of the opportunities - ~

for. species other than s@lmon are of
cgnsiderable importance. §pecies most
commonly taken by shore’ and bottom
anglers are rockfishes (black. copper,
and quillback), pile and striped surf-
perches, Pacific sanddab. starry
flourider, rock sole, English sole,
greenhings. sablefish. and Pacific cod.
Local areas for fishing are as follows:

,

% . .

t Richmond Beach (King County
Park. W. 190th St.)—Beach
\\ns_b.\.ng for flatfish all year. and
good fishing 1s reported for

greenjings zgnd lingcod in
. winter and early. spring. .

2 Golden Gardens Seattle City
Park .and Meadow Point—
Anglers fish for flatfish and

77

a

i ]

" lingcod and take an occasional

chinook and coho nearshore in *

late summer and early fall
Public fishing dock (suitable for
handicapped persons) is a good

fishing spot for surfperches.
/ rockfishes, and greenlings.
3. Below Ballard [Chitienden)

Locks—Steelhead are caught in
winter (limited). sockeye in
June and July., and an oc-
casional coho in fall and
winter.

°

s )
4. Pier 57—Public mer fishing for

surfperches. Pacific cod. and
othes species of bottomfish.

5. Alki Beach—Shore fishing (all
year) for several species of .,
bottomfish. Occasional catches
are made of chinook and coho.

A —— R

6. Seahurst (King ° County)
Park—Shore fishing for a
variety of bottomfish.

7. Vashon Island (K§ng Coun-
ty)—Shore fishing~ for bot-
tomfish.

i

. Offshore on the west side of Puget
Sound. areas off Presjdent Point. Point
Jefferson. and Point. Monroe, and to the
south are good fishing areas for adult
chinook from December to May—
immature. chinook are faken all year.
Also. from February through March,
fishing is good for immature chinook in *
Agate Passage. '

Mbout the western side and lower
half of Bainbridge Island. there are
several good grounds for fishing im-
mature chinook ir 'the winter season.
Black and copper rockfishes are-taken
off Port Blakely and Blake Island, and
the east shore of Blake Island 1s noted
for sea-run cutthroat trout: Chinbok
are fished off Pont Vashon during,
winter and spring.

’
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7 NV for rockfishes. At the south end of .
. \‘\)\‘Sn ‘ Vashon Island in the lower reaches of >
~ L : Puget Sound and off Quartermaster
' AR\ Harbor, anglers fish for immature
\ 2 chindok during the early winter. Off
PR 2 T Poverty Bay (Redondo). immature
e chinook are fished during winter and
AL spring. and some adult coho and pinks
(e are taken during the suntmer and fall.
/7 ‘ The Point Defiance, area. close to -~
: ) N the city of Tacoma, is one of the more
- ! ' . popular all-yegr fishing locations for
; cohe and clinoak. Fishing is best \
during latg/ summer. Commencement '
L ! . Bay is als6 a popular place for fishing ]
‘ N adult o in the fall and chinook in '
» late”summer and fall pinks are -oc- , ‘ ' .
. ‘ ' casionally taken in the bay. Immatire - 1 @ @ Wmﬂ .
3 chinogk are present all year. The 2 ® < potlatch .
g , Enyﬂ?up River, which empties into ’
e Commencement Bay, is reported to- 3 L Union
) have a good rua of winter steelhead. 4 ®  Tahuya "
, From south of Point Defiance to 5 ® Twandh State Park )
29, Southern Hood Canal neat Fox Island 1s a good fishing area anch Stale ar
. \ for rockfishes and lingcod. As in the ‘8 ] Belfair State Park ‘
- and LowerPuget Sound g northern part of Puget Sound. rock- ; & ® Alm :
fishes are prevalent (black. copper.
quillback. canary, and ‘yellowtail), as 8 ®  Fair Harbor Marina
Numerous channels cut the topography well as pile and striped,surfperches. 9 ' Home
of the southern portion of Puget Sound About the southeast end of Fox Island,
(Chart 29). This area not only has both immature and aduit chinook are 10 e Jarrel Cove
" excellent salmon fishing. but is one of taken—imx(rilature fish aae calight in the 11 ) Graham Point ' .
the prirhary areas fog fishing sea-run winter and spring, and adults in late
cutt}?roat tryout. & ’ summer. From Dalco'Passzﬁle into The 12 i Arcadia
Narrows, immatyre chinook are said to 13 - ®  Budd Inlet /
) . . v be taken all year and coho from late .
SoUTHERN HOOD CANAL spring through summer. South off Point u 6 o Olympia .
Fosdick is a good fishing place for 15 ® Boston Harbor
The southern portion of the Hood Pacific cod during winter and spring. 16 PP Johnson Point
Canal has much of the same species + The eastern shore of Henderson
composition 1n the fishery as that By is a winter fishing area for im- - 17 ® @  johnson Point
found nort{ in the canal. For in- mature chinook; off Green Point they 18 o0 Steilacoon .
formation on the north portion of the reportedly are taken all vear. Local -
Hood,Canal see.Chart 28 o anglers say the best fishing area for 19 ®  Tacoms
In the southern portion of the winter chinook 1s from near Rosedale 20 ’ LI Point Defiance Park
canal. immature chinook and coho north. In late summer, maturing .
salmon frequently are taken off the chinook often are found along the 2100068  Ticoms
Lillwaup River in late spring and northwest shore\ of Henderson Bay. ° 22 e Tacoma
“summer. Farther south off Hoodsport is South of McNel Island is a good 23 ® * Tacoma .
a good location for fishing adult ishing area for immature chinook i \
chinodk and coho from August to “winter and spring, also off Devils Heﬁ 24 - e Tacoma .
Novembgr. Influencing the distribution and around Johnson Point. Reside 25 ®® Ticoma )
of salmon in this "area are th coho are caught in late spring and : -
hatcheries located at Hoodsport an§ . summer in these two,areas as well as 26 e Red°"aﬁ to .
on the Skokomish River (George Adams in Henderson Bay. 27 ®  Saltwater State Park
Hatchéry). Off Hoodsport, Ayres Point, = Off the south tip of Andersgn ¢ . R
.Sisters Point, and Union, fishing 1s Island. chinook are taken year-ropfid.” - 28 ®  Des Moines. ~
good for immature chinook and coho Best fishing, however, is in the winter 29 ® s Burton . “ .
cduring winter nd spring, and and spring; the largest fish are caught . - -~
sometimes for adu?t coho «in October in spring. The Nisqually Rivew has . 0 Qoo GighHarbor
. and Nc;)vember. Sea-run cutthroats "winter steélhead and sea‘Tuw cut 31 < ®  Point Fogdick
reporte are taken all*year in this throats. . ’
area. Thd Skokomish Ri)\ller has a- ’ In the lower reaches of Puget 32 .'s Wollochet Bay L
steelhead fun in the winter; some also Sound. immature chinook are present 33 ®  FoxIsland - .
are taken 1 summer Occa§i0nal . in many areass in spring and early 34 Py H;)rseheﬂ‘dBﬂy * ,
catches ®f cutthroats are made in the summer. Some adult chinodk afe taken .
tidal area and about the river mouth. in Budd Jnlet during the late summer. 35 o Wauna _
* 4 . In this southern area, in addition to 3 Y Clen Cove .
* . ' the anadromous species of salmon and /.’
« SOUTHERN PUGET SOUND cutthroat trout. large numbgfa of 37 ° . Home - LT
‘ surfperches (particularly . pilg and 38 ® Drayton Passage .» -
\ Along the east shore af Vashon striped) are taken about docks, glings. 3{/ ’ ° Veughn Ba L
Island’ below Point Béale. anglers take or other obsfructions, and surf smelt ot . B “‘y ~
O ire chinook in winter and are known ta.appear 1n some of the PY -, . w
EMC This area also has good fishing nlets. . . © .
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ALASKA -

_The name Alaska comes from fRe Aleut word, meaning, The
Greﬁt{band." ‘The 49th State truly deservesits name for it 18
as’big as England. France, Spain, and Italy combined and
stretches over an even gregter distance. It 1s a land rich.in
natural resources—fish. shellfish.” game. oil. minerals. and

timber—and has some of the most beautifully rugged
territory in North America.

Fishing ‘has always been Alaska’s biggestﬁ industry. with

salmon the m3instay of that ir{dus,try. All five species of
Pacific salmon are found in Alaskan waters. The thrée that
are of prime interest to anglers are the chinook (king). coho
(silver), and the pink. The sea-run trouts and char. close

retatives of the salmon. are also popular game species and

plentiful 1 and around Alaska’s coastal streams. Bot-
.tomfishes are abundant and include halibut, flounder. rock:

[
s
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fishes, lingcod, and greenlings.
The fishing g ds plotted on the following chiarts tend-
to reflect the intdnsity of the fishing effort rather than the
availability’ of fish, Sport fishing is probably as good or even
better in unshaded areas, but these places are less ac-
cessible. than those near population certers and. therefore,
are fished less frequently. - .
Most recreational fishing in salt water takes place in the
waters of the southeastern Alaska Panhandle from the Dixon
Entrance north to Yakutat and in the south central or Gulf
Coast region,_ wcluding Prince Wilham Sound. Kenai
Peninsula, Cook Inlet, and Kodjak Island. Saltwater angling in
the remaining cogstal areas to the west and to.the north is
primarily subsisten®e fishing, and relatively inaccessible to
moit recreational anglers. ’

’

”
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The southeastern sectiofi of Alaska
(Chaggs 30 and 31}, som times, called
the Alaska Panhandle. consists of a
"narrow stretch of mainland and a
labyrinth of numerous islands. fjords.

and deep waterways which form the, °

Inside Passage. The /fpountainous and
-heavily forested islands shelter these

waterways from “the Pacific Ocean. _

The panhandle, has.a temperate. rainy
climate with~ warm winters and cool
summers The temperature seldom
drops to zero Fahrenheit. and the
annual rainfall varies from 2548 155
inches.

Much of the land .is part of the
Tongass Natibnal Forest,’ the largest
and. tG some people, the most beautiful
of our courrtry’s national forests. Many
glaciers are still carving. grinding. and
forming the land. Large rivers have
their sources in these glaciers and are
laden with silt, but tributaries are
clean*i havq abundant populations
of ga sh. Cogstal streams are short
and fairly swift, Ylowing through deep.
narrow. a ensely wooded valleys.

Citie§ and towns, isolated by the
maze of waterways. depend heavily on
water and air transportation. Road
systems tend to be related to the
development of each particular town
rather than forming an interconnected
series of roadways. Alaska’s “'marine
highway,” the State ferry system. has,

ERI
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terminal facihities at Ketchikan,
Wrangell. Petersburg, Sitka» Hoonah,
Juneau, Haines, andSkagway.

+ * o
SARMON FISHING

A Y

Excellent salmon fishing can be
fourid close to many harbors and
mobrages. Best fishing spots are
usually around prominent points of
land and where tidal currents are
swift and strong. Air and charter boat
services are availablge at many of the
larger cities fosganglers who wish to
fish in the mo%’}emote areas. Boats
used In salmon “fishing range from
small skiffs to large cruisers and
yachts. You should consult tide tables
and inquire locally about the water§”
you plan to fish. betause currents can
be tricky in some channels and ex-
treme fluctdations betweem high and
low tides can leave you stranded.

In a number of™bays in
southeastern Alaska. large chinook
start running in April anQ May and
spmetimes earlier in the Ketchikan
aréa. They confinue to run through
Jupe and July. then, fishing tends to
taper off.in August as the mature fish
leave for spawning grounds. In* many
areas Imaature” chinook or '‘feeders™
are available year-round and weather,

rather (than the absence of sdlmon,

restricts fishing activity.
. Col®Y) appear in' southeastern
Alaska later in the year in August.
September, and October. In certain
areas such a&s around Ketchikan and
Sitka there are earlier runs in July,
and cohos occasionally show up as
early as June in the Juneau area. Fish
caught in September and Q¢tober are
larger, but fewer in numbet.

Pinks usually begin their run in
June, and the run lasts until September

“flounder,

-

and sometimes later in certain areas.
Pinks ordinarily are not found far from
shqre and do not run up streams for
great distances. The fishing is usually
best in July and August during years of
major abundance.

Some chums are caught around
the time of the coho runs, but these
fish are not censidered as desirable. as
other species of salmon. Anglers
seldom take sockeye or red salmon in
salt water in southeastern Alaska.

Salmon derbies are celebrated
annually at Ketchikan, Junéau. Sitka,
Craig,-Thorne Bay, Coffman Cove. and
Whale Pass.

—

\_. BOTTOMFISHING

Bottomfishes such as Pacific
halibut, “rockfishes. lingcod, staery
sablefish, sculpins, and
greenlings are plentiful in_the waters
of the Inside Passage. Although these
fish are considered by sbme to be less
glamorous than salmon and sea-rin®
trout. an increasing number of anglers
are recognizi their worth as fine «
gameand tabl fish. _. |7

\facific halibut are common end
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gréw” tu monstrous propertions 1n
Alaskd waters Thev dre taken usually
from about April ur Mav through
August. over fairh flat buttom at about
25 to 35 fathoms Halibutggre Shghtly
less abundant near Ketlhikan but
around Petersburg and Wrangell a
significant Bumber.are taken in April
VMav  and June while trolling  for
chinook. Farther rorth around Junedu
dare  taken consistently by
anglers fishing at the sowh™ tip of
Shelter Island and in the Stephens
Passage area Other goud lucations are
Sitka Sound” and around Bell Island
and Haines L :
.Rockflshes are found. thruughout
southeast. Alaska. but best fishing
appears tu  be dround "ketchikan
Although available 1n selected areas
around Juneau. thev are generally
gcarce In these waters compared to
others Rockfi¥hes. or snappers. are
takQ« over rock piles and reefs at
about 25 to 60 fathoms and most are
taken from Mav to September The
common rockfish varieues in
southeastern Alaska.are the \ellowese
(rasphead or red énapper! cgnary’
and quillback Other spgciesuch ag
the dusky. black vellowtall. copper
and silvergrav rockfishes %lso enter
the catch ’
* “Lingcod also are taken. usuaily

over rocky areas at about 10sfathoms |

Other bottomfish caustht inciude lelp
greenlmg whitespotted ¢reepiing rock
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. .pollock.” Pacific

i

.

-greenling. stulpin (Irish lords). Alaska
hake. Pacfic cod. |
dogfish and other seharks. English
{""lemon") sole. and arrowtooth-
flounder .

¢

store Fisting 7

For thuse anglers who either by
arcumstance or choice would rather
fish from.shore than venture. yut In a
buat Dol Varden, sga-run cutthroat
and steelhead truut are within casting
reach at, thg mouths of many eoastal

streamy  on® aleng  beaches Dolh .
Yarden i~ by iar the must abundant
and n suutheastern Alaska this

species .5 iaken -frum Mav through -
Octpber Cutthroats also begin running
in Mav and  fishjng  usually  lasts
through August. tapering off in Sep-
tember Steelhead run in man coasfal
streams in the spring and fall | -
. In the southerrt Alaska Panhandle
(Charf 30) shore anglers fish alongMhe
Mitkof Island road® system south of
Petersgurg Blind Slough. which runs®
adjacent to the highwav. can be fished
N 1ts” eruren by walking a short
distance off the road. Fishing effort 1s
mosth -in the intertidal area for coho_,
‘during the runs in August and Sep-
tember Dollv Varden -and cutthreats
are . taken throughout the vear with
best fishing during September '
Across Wrangell Narrows. shore
as well as skiff {ishing 1s good at,
Petersburg Creek for steelhead. cut
throats. Dollv Yarden. and salmop-
Accgss to this area 1s bv boat from
Petersburg A popular . trout fishing
<pot Is at the head of tidewater. wiuch
i¢ heavily fished during the spring and
summer and again in the late fall The
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intertidal area extending 2 ‘miles
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Yupstream. is the favored location for

pinks. chums. and coho.

In the northern Alaska Panhandle
(Chart 31} shore fishing 1s very popular
around the Juneau-Douglas Island

area Most fishing 1s for Dolly Varden |
'although some cutthroats. steelhead.,

pinks, .coho. and chinook also are
taken Most shore fishing oceurs frory
spring through Séptember Popglar
spots are around the mouths of such
streams ‘as the Fish. Salmon, Peterson.
and Shegp creeks as well as beaches
near the Eagle River o

Farther north near Yakutat. the
Situk River Italio River. and Lost*River
offer some of the best trout and salmon
fishang 1n the ‘State The Situk River.
reachable fram Yakutal by air or road.
has excellent fishing for large
steelhead The Situk Rner s reputation

as a trophy steelhead stream-seems to -
to the presence of.

be largely due”
repeat spawners The:older female fish
evidentdly have a high survwnal ratg
after 1tial spawmng.” and thus are
able to return .again 1n appreciable
numbers the following vear
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32 eordova to Conk Inlel

This  region Aronting the Gulf of
Alaska includes Prince William Sound
Kenai Pepunsule. and Cuok Inlet (Chart
321 The coast 16 Tlanked by the Alask«
Range which bas some of the highest
mountains 0 North America These

mountains block off muck of ‘the (ould’

nurtherly svinds. and thws alung, with
the influence of ocean, hréezes con-
tributes to the Gulf's rainv and often
stormy chimate It 1s Alaska < most

populous region *and has the StateT
The drea .is*

first producing o1l wells,
known for farming. fishing ind mining
Some of the finest fishing grounds

,-aré within relatively easv access of

. Goastal towps .joined. together bv a
- “‘hous‘arjd miles of highwas Salmon
derbies are held at Seward and

; Valdez.” 4nd, a halibut derby ,is
celebrated at Homer , :

,

S PR Wit e

In Prince Wilham Sound mos:
, -saltwater anglm,e 1s centered around

~the towns of Cordma Valdez. and Port *

Wells. 'The major fishing effort 1s for
coho. which  occuyr
through mud-September Valdez and
” Cordova have some winter hiching for

" chinook. and oinks are taken S
& -
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from mid-Julv’
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trolling "in saltﬂwater in July and 1n
streams during July and Augyst
Chums. dlthoug'h present in the sound
and its drainages. are not fished much
because theyv do not appear to bite
readily in salt water v

Bottomfish such as halibut. rock-
fishes. and lingcod are available vear-
round 1n most saltwater bavs Some
common species of rockfishes taken in
Prince \W“illiam Sound are the dusky.
black. and copper

Cordova on the eastern shore of
the suund. was once a copper mining
topn -dnd 1s now a fishing center
Ferrv service provides connections tu
\ aldez 7:1(1 the State highwav system
Corduval offers nearby winter fishing
fur chinuok during January. February,

"and March Coho fishing 15 excellent.

and” often lasts 1nto October—pier
anglers sometimes take cohs from the

downtown piers .
arther north at the town - of
Vaidez, the Alaska highwa\’® system

connects the Gulf coast to the Yukon
country. This eitv was vrtually rebuilt
dnd teralls maved 4.miles after bemg
‘severely damaged by the 1963gearth-’
qugke ard udal wave Fishing for
thihack 16 between February and late’
“Mav, ande coho are /faken here in
August and- September Considerable
interest 1s growing in halibut fishing.in
the Valdez Arm area d there 1%t a
small but deseloping cod flsher\ off the’
\«aldez Citv Dock®
Across  Prince Willham Sound
A small-boat harbor fas just been®.
completed at Whittier kand, it 1s_ex- "
pected that a sport fishery will develop
rapidii  here. The ,town 1s within
relativelv eas\ "access from Anghorage
and points north and east with. con-
n®Xtions via fesm to’aldez and via

-

+fishing 1s good for coho(\{' Port Wells ‘

~

Bay Black, velloweve (réd snapper).
vellowtall.” and tuger rockfishes are
some of the species landed’around
Rugged apd  Cheval islands Most
bottomfisking occurs from mud-May
& 2
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t % [ N Cordovs
20000 .Vade: 9
30 o0 Whittier
e 0-'0 Seward .
5. ®® Homer "
\'»

rail ferry mboard the Alaska Railroad
to' Portage on the Anchorage—Se%ard
Highway.

THE Kenat PENiNsU LA anD COOK INLET

- Seward. on Resurrection Bay. 1s
the main port of the Kenai Peninsula
and south terminus df the Alaska’
Railroad. Most . fishipg 1s for coho.
although pinks and some chinook also
are caught. Resurrection Bav has been
closed to cammerciat fishing for coho
since 1965 A coho fishing derb‘. 1s
held each vear in August and is very
popular with local and visiting sport
anglers Coho start running in the bay
about mid-July and the run usually
lasts till September with best fishing in
August Shore fishing 1s popular in the
Seward area. particularly around
Lowell Point where Dolly Varden.
pinks. and some coho are caught by
casting’from the*beach .

There 1s good bottomflshmg for
rockfishes and lingcod over rock\\
areas- gt the entrance to Resurrect'on pl
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The followmg pages describe marine gag;e ﬁshmg around the cn-cles. But although the. glamour and exc:tsment of deep-sea ..
. tropical islarids’ of aii, American Satiioa, and Guam. The -  fishing draws many to the offshore grounds much-of the -

out of the centr: Pacific Ocean near . fishing conducted about:the islands is for the great vgnety of _i_, :

] smaler tropxcal tished found over -irsjore reefs and along

d appro:nmataiy 2,600 miles south Honolulug roqky %nd sangdy/shores. The most sought-after ﬁsbes -are not.

rgest and westernmost territory of the Uc:gS: .. rily. 4 largest .or the ones with' the best ﬁghtmg

wriy

in the western Pacific Ocean less
" 1,700 miles smth-i:'l'okyo, Japan, Although widely separat the tradxﬁo!ml values aﬁa
-seogra;hiceﬂir these islands all fall within the boundaries of -
.a& large: regxdn characterized by a dxstmct marin¢ fauna—a-
region that,ex{andsfrom East Africa’ acrpss’ the, Indian Ocean
mto the central Pacific: Ocepn. Thus many snmilar or identical
species occur in Hawali. American Samoa, and Guam- L - 1t
" All of these islands arg voltanic in q¥igin with the sea’ urh conditions, , accessibxh'ty’{’ ,. Qouble.
“botiom plunging Tairfy rlpldfy away front shore. and in many _Check the edibility of your. p'hrticula;ly in h’merican
locations  excellent dee;rsea fishing qpportumhes ﬂ ’/ Samoa and Guam. where -a few -gpecies -are reported to’be‘,
available’ within 8 ralativaIy xbort- distance f;mn port. Some™ poisongus, Those’ known ox; susppcted to be pufson s are
“of the’iaillﬁsh ‘and tuna groqx_:ﬂs have produced recdrd—swed discussed in the accompanying text and in the - _sé¢ on’ nn
) ‘ﬁsh and earned ‘amorldwid&" x%putation in big-game ﬁshmg MannefGame szhes of the- Paciﬁ@slands RPN

nders )udga the, valr}of a fish by its taste 5 "3*

to cdtchmg xt and’
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..~ Inlet apd drainagés in +1964 in 1966

3 ’mLu%y
' pehinsula streams.

until mid-Julv when tohu fishing
begins . .

. Around the  tip.
Peninbula 15 ‘the tuwn
.Kachemak Bay He¢mér is blessed with
a mld chimate withe winter. tem-
peratures, seldum falling below zeru
Fahrenheit. ®and uvcean breezes keep

. summer temperdtufes frum gomng mmh
..above 70°F  Recreational use af
Kachemak B:} preuuusl\ . Wds
relét‘nel\ lum  be dause, uf puur ruad
typnections  with Ark hutage’ and
,neighburing  cummunities. but sing
completiun Of the Stérling Highway ar
construc tion of a4 new <mallbght
bdrbur 4N feredd ng number uf <phrt
anglers are «oming to. Homer tu fish

* - fur helibut «ohor/pinks Dullv Varden

“flounders. cud ' agd sablefish Humer

. Spit mfers per and; shore fithmg. and

° there 1s shore f1<h1n§ or coho‘around

Mud Bav on I\drhemdk Bay -

Most, sport fishing on the Cook
Inlet side’of the Kenai Peninsula coast
1 1n rikerd and streams ,that empty |
into she 1nlet TO help rebuﬂd chinook
.salmon stucks Hadly, dapidted bv the
fisheried” sport aad xummermdl fishing
fpr hinook “was prohibited in Cuok

of .the Keng:
uf Humer. on

-

s .

the Alaska Department of Fisk and °
Game, allowed 4. regulated gsport
harvest from g¢ertain  streams and
ctnérs. ancluding the Kendi Rner
SAnchor Ruer. sinifchik River. énd -
Deep Creek Fushing, for ‘hvmook
ysuallv starts.in late Niav and “ton’
until  mid-June in lower.
C}‘ﬁnqok)are then”
follomed by Dollv Varden. which are
* available 1n mid-Julv In August and
through September. coho  und
.ste%}head entexgghe streargy of .the
lower peninsula. steelhead man
contthu®™ tor run until October Pinks.
v also aré ‘taken n consxderabje num-
bers from pemnSula streams ‘dubing
veéars of major. pink runs Beqt times
for pinks and coho are in Fulv and -
- August .

ERIC  © © .
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A saltwater fishery (frum boats)

s recenth «developed in Cook Inlet south

L4

v

- part

-of. Deep Creek 1s expanding rapdly.
dhhuu@.h ruugh water 1s frequeml\ a
mitigy fac tot. .

The kehar River has gill net
isherv  fur smelt or eulachon
{ huuligan  tu Alaskang) each May

The smelt are (aught generally {rum
thé terminus of the Kenai River- at
Cuuk Inlet tu about 22 miles upstream
. Must uof the f?shmg (largelv in Mav) 15
glomy the 1-mile sgretchy uf, the Tner
ddpcent to the oty of Kenal \earl\
&l fish are captured with a 2111 net
tied alung g long pule . Smelt are also

taken in spriaw in uther Cook Inlet
Creams and ip the Turmaegain Arm
‘aren but most Mshina in these areas is

dune with dip nets

‘ L.

33 hodigk lsﬁlund and
Points West

Kudiak Island (Chart, 33). site of the
first Russian settlement in Alaska.
offers excellent saltwater fishing for
salmon. hahbut. sea-run trout. Dollv
Varden. and rockfishes The northern
of the island Js forested
southern "portion 1s relativel treeless
«with  gragsy  slopes tvpical of the
volcanic and barren terrain of the
Alaska Peninsula country Most. m

game fishing on Kodlak takes plag¥ on
“the northeastern tipr of the island close

tp the: city of Kodiak. which has
launching facilpties. * tackle . stores,
breakwater fishing. and some dock

ushmg Charter planes are avanlablle
fpr those-who want to fish 1n’the more
remote areas such as Afognak Island
to the north

. From late Mav to Adgust. shore
anrglers catch Dollv Varden in and
around the mouths of the Buskin and

' v

. Pasagshak rivers In June.-sockeye are

avaitable around the mouths of these

, the.

,

" River and from buats 1n

two nver.s an“d halibut are taken from
Chiniak Bay”and Anton Larson Bay.
Rockfish (rock bass) fishing 1s

- espedially productive along the north

shore of Monashka Bay during sum-
mer. July brings excellent fishing for
pinka in Chiniak. Bay. and from August

to October coho are abundant In
Chiniak. Pasagshak. and Monashka
bays.

There 1s little sport fishing 1n

marine waters west of Kodiak Most
recteational fishing as 1n freshy
streams and (lakes On the AlSS
1s- somé® fishing for
d habbut &t Cold
Bav—a treeless outpost and
hub of air oper'a for. g'le Aleuhans
Givernment and airhne emplovees-and
their families smake up most of the
population‘at Cold Bav -
bn the Aleutian Chain. militarv per-
sonnel fish for salmon. Dofh Varden.
and halibut at Adak Naval Base

sdalmon.

Northward on the Bering Sea theré 1%
a tomcod and halibut fishery at Nome.
but this 1s mostly subsistehice fishing
There s some saltwater angling from
of the Nome
afety Lagoon.

shore around the mou%

Farther w vest |

S a
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PACIFIC ISLANDS Ot
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The follomns pages describe marine gaqle ﬁshmg around the = cu'cles. 'But although the glamour and exc:tament of deep-sea
. tropical islagds’ of aii, American Sathioa. and Guam. The -  fishing draws many to the offshore trounds‘ much-of the _

Hawaiian out of the centr Pamfic Ocean near “fishing conducted abont-the islands is for the great vanety of

" the margin/df the tropxcs while Ameridan Samog,lies below smeller tropical "fishes found over .irsjiore reefs and along
. t;;e équa_ / approximately 2,600 miles south ? Honolulug | rogl;y%n_d_ sa_n shores. The most sou t-after fishes -are not:

Guam. theclargest and westernmost territory of the Unjted ., . rily. largest or the ones with! the best . fighting

Staﬂeé. is in the western Pacific Ocean lessm:.%d Co many islanders judge the, va of a fish by its taste_

. 1,700 shiles south~&.-Tokyo, Japan. Although widely separat ,the tradrﬂotal values aﬁa to cétchmg 1t and

soogra;hieolﬁ these islands ail fall within the' boundaries of
‘& large regldn characterized by a dxstmct maringé fauna—a . . : L
region that,exfendsfrom East Africa’ acrpss-the Indian Ocean .+, Visitors should alway,a‘_fi‘r's,g check. foc_ally a__ D
\.into the central Pacific:Ocegn. Thus many "similar or identical . ¢ i
species

it. for ‘the' table. .

H
1}
',‘ )

- - 'r.,

:

occur in_ Hawaii. American Samoa, and Guam- Lo -

v or guide. If ysu. intend.to-fish fi'om~sﬂorq

. ﬁpﬁiaié’-

" All of these islands arg voltanic in o¥igin with the sea’ surd conditions, , .accessibility:zand restricted a
“botiom plunging fairfy rlpidfy away front shore. and i in many cheéck the edibilify of your_ phrticulagly in American <
locstions _excellent deep-sea fishing qpportumtxes a‘i\ '/ Samoa angd Guam. “wherse -a. fewﬂspecles are reported to”be
avaxlable within ] relativer sﬁortf distance f;om port. Some ‘poisonous, Those . known or susmcted*to be pdﬁ are _

] of the’bﬂlﬁsh ‘and tuna groqgﬂs have produced reccrd-swed discussed in the accompanying text and in the sa on on‘
"ﬁsh and earned ‘a:worldwi(!& ﬁputation in, big-game ﬁshmg MarinafGame !’whas of the- Paciﬁ@slands . ‘, A




"HAWAIIAN ISLANDS®

S

The beautiful 1slands of our 50th State.
Hawau. are, situated in the north
Central Pacific Ocean over 2.000 miles
southyiest of mamnland North America
The Hawanan archipelago comprises
* eight major 1slands and. a number of
rocky 1slets and gmall coral 1slands’
The larger .islands -are’ actually the

high peaks of an undersea chain of

volcanic mountains and rise steeply
and majestically out of the 8eep clear-
/\ blue waters of tht. Paafic. Geo-
“logigally. the 1slands were formed
avest to east. the youngest island beirg
%he island of Hawan.
active volcanoes. The oldest are the
tiny  coral sand 1slands at the
westernmost tip of the chan

The chmate 1s largely influenced
by the northeast- trade winds that
travel over the cool. westward flowing
North Equatonal Current. and then are
affected by the high elevations and

contours of the islands. As a result, .

the islands have a relativelv cool. .wet
windward sm'afm. dry
leeward side. 15 wide
vanation in temperatures wind. and
ramfall according to " locality In
. general. temperatures rangg from 36°
to 90°F. are lowen from-November
thropgh April. and mild te warm the
rest year Warmest months are
Iul).@geust._ *and September when
temperatures may feach, 80° to 90°F
Occasionally a southerly or ~Kona"

wind brings mugXiness to the islands
and rain to the leeward coasts.

The
distributed:

population® 1s unevenly

2% of the people dive,on
ree-quarters of theseyn
Honolulu® Hawann. *i:

The 1slands of Hawan offer .a
vanety of excellent vear-rnund
& g—deep-sea. nshere. wund

EMC me fishing.

. .
» : )

which stll has )
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*
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J4 Hawail Big Game
Fishipg

®* Hawan's blue marln and na
grounds are world famous. (he
s~ professional skippers and crews th
fish these waters are among the mogt
experienced blue-wdater angl®s o th
world.  Charter boats provide full
equxpment and opefale year-round on
a nonscheduled ‘basis.
reservations should be made
“individual hoat operators with
charter services. ,Internation§l Game
Fish Association’s scales and weigh-
. masters are avallablecpn all the main
1slands.

The major
Hawan's sport fishing fleet a
on Chart 34. Mo3t_ fishing 1s
the calmer leeward coasts
islands. The windward coastaf
@and the channel -areas betwee;

with

islands are Just as produrtlvv for hng ;jO

- \
. - 1 N
\

runner

.~ and feed. Aside from being

Advance |

trollmg grbunds ‘for /
shown/

4 -
game fish. but the' seas 'in these
- blustery areas are often rough apd
tend to discourage most anglers. Fishes
that are taken by trolling include blue,
black and striped marlins (all called
*a'u” by the islanders). *ahi (yellowfin
tuna). aku (skipjack. tuna).’ mahimahi
(dolphin). ono (wahoo). kawakawa,
flittle tunny] and karganu (rainbow
Hawaiian salmon] Most,
trolling occurs in water 1.000 fathoms
or less: although otff the Kona coast of
Hawaik boats may fish over water up
to 2.000 fatham$ or
search of marlm and tuna.

Theresnare two basis types of
fishing strategies—akea &shmg and:
ledge fishing. Angler; who “fish " the
area”” work over a known‘productwe
f:sh-ngoground such as Penguin Bank
or the “Chicken Farm. ‘watching for

<

< flocks of seabirds whith feed on the.
baitfishes that marln and large tunay

wvchase to the surface. Ledge fishing
involves trolling alofig submarine- shelf '
aread whete marhn. tana. ard other
stnaller fish age known to. co%entrate

xcellent
.mat:lm‘ .and twna areas.
precipitous *Jedges also prodﬁcﬁ o
-pressive, numbgrs of- ono- and kahala
-(amberjack). as well as the large

deepwater snappers which are caught
handhining on the bottqm. .

q ®

more deép in

‘these,

9

N
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Hawaii Offshore Fishing Grounds
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'AHI - YELLOWFIN TUNA
AKU - SKJPJACK TUNA
KAWAKAWA - LITTLE TUNNY
MAHIMAHI - DOLPHIN
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. ’ .
Oahu (Chart 35) 1s the poliical and
commercial center of the Island Btate.
where . the busthng capital city of
Honolulu ‘1s located. It 1s here that

* - most®f Hawan's people live and work

ERIC

The island 1s formed by two
rugged _parallel volcanic mountain
ranges separated by a wide valley
carpeted with sugarcane and
pineapple. Many shore recreation
sputs and*scenic views are within easy
attess dluong highwavs that circle and
cross thesland.

'

OrsHORE FISHING )’

Honolulu's Kewalo Basin. only a 5-
minute drive from the Waikiki hotel
district. has fine fleets of deep-sea
cruisers. Charter boats fish close-in
and offshore‘for many different tvpes
of game fish—marlin. ‘al. mahimah.
kayakawa. ono. and sometimes the
deré)water snappers—depending on
wiat 1s runmng. Marhn have been
caught .within a mle of the harbor.
Honolulu boats often fish from Penguin
Bank to the east of the island or work
from the western or leeward shore
along Barbers Point to Kaena Point off
the Waianae coast Penguin Bank 1s
noted for large schools of small tuna
and mahimahi as well as marlhg and
ono. The Walanae coast offers the
com
island and a promise of exceplionally
large marlin and_ yelléwfin tuna (‘ahi)
Charter boats out of Poka: Bay Boat
Harbor alsp fish this area. On the

windward coast, charters are
available at .Heeia Boat Harbor in
kaneohe Bay, and when weather

permits. there 1s good marhn fishing
along the 100-fathom drop uff betyeen
" Makapuu Pomt.and Mokapu Point.

NI ARSHORE N1 SHORFEHINE FISHINS

,

-

Q fFlShIl]g from shore 1s probably the
popular way to fish throughout

. )
88

c .

t of fishing in the calm lee of the ’

{\m"

the Pacific Islands. Getting, to shore is
relatively easy 1n most places, and the,
cost of this type of recreation 1s
nominal. A variety of methods are
used=-pole and lin€. netting, spearing,
and ®apping. Only a few places in
Hawai rent fishing tackle. but all of
mslands have sporting goods stores .
W

¢hased. ]

Yeavy bait-casting gear -is used
manly for ulua. an island term for
large-sized jacks. These fish are highly
fized by shore anglers and some are
rted to reach 5 feet long. Ulua are
" around rocky headlands and
usually in ‘turbulent water.
Some of the best fishing spots for ulua
on Oahu are Koko\Head, Bamboo Ridge
(north of HanaL(:aa-Bay and to the
south of the Blow Hole}). Diamond
Head. Makapuu Pont., and Kaena
Point. This type of  fishing can be
dangerous for the begimner because of
the rugged na of the terrain in
most ulua fishing areas. Access to
some of the better fishing spbts is.
sometimes difficult.' and the surf can
be treacherous—reports of ‘anglers
being swept from *the rogks by waves
dre not uncommon,

Young jacks. called “papio.” are
favoritey light tackle quarry 8 per
and” shoreline anglers> Papio are
caught all around the island. being
‘most abundant from August to

* November. Another member of the jack

famly. the akule. is also a popular
light tackle fish. Most pole fishing is.
for young akule or “hahalalu™ (often
pronounced simply “halalu™}, %hich
are caught in bavs and harbors.vg\u:h
as Pokai Bay,and Haleiwa Harbor. and
in Honplulu Harbor by pier fishing
under hghts Hahalalu are caught
mostly at night. as are a variety of
other inshore fishes. ’
Some fishes that .are actve’ at
night—wekes, ahglehole. and ,‘ama-
‘ama—are caught by “torch fishing.”
On calm dark nights when $he tide 1s
low, persons armed with spears or

hand" nets wade out over the reef
carrying lights to locate marine
animal®. Years ago. torches were

made from dried coconut leaves, but
pow gasoline lanterns and Dettery-
powered lights are used. Lobsters and
“squid” (octopus to mainlanders) are

also taken torch fishing.

The “‘Hukilau” <1s another
traditional sland fishing method. It
mnvalves a group Of people. A large
surround net is used to encirdle the,
fish, usually 1n protected waters. Oncé”
the net 1s set in place everyone pulls

“on the two end ropes. forcing the fish

into the net as it 1s drawn into shallow

‘wateg, Usually all kinds of fishes are

caught with the hukilau <net. and
custom dictates that anyone who wats
his - feet during .gethng be given a
portion of the catch’

Sume of the popul®

shore fishing

e mexpensive gear can be pur- /

<
e 8
& v - '
14 § 5‘ ° L
58 :
LY & o .
A I 2
5SS
~ ol &
N
& &EAS
. T oS & $\$ ¢
& 2 ‘Q' R 0 NS B ™
@ i?" 5 AR § . to
TFES :
L TEE - S
S .
1 L N Keehi Boat Basin
2 ©® ® . ® KewsloBasin
3 ® @ Als Wai Boat Harbor '
4/ | ® . MaunaluaB. Beach Pk,
5 ® Kailua Beach Pirk -
600 © Heela-Kea Boatﬂarbp;‘ )
7 @® @ Kahana Bay .
8 ® @ Haleiwa
g e ® @ poka) Bay Boat Harbor

and torching areas are shown on the -

map. In Honolult Herbor there is pier —

shing for 'oama. halalu,.and maomao.
The shallow ' teef around Honolulu
Airport is a favorite lofation . for
netting 'ama‘ama; spinning for papio
and ‘o'io: and. on calm nights. torching
for weke. Parts of Waikiki Beach are”
gowvd for torch fishing, especially for
“squid”* (octopus). There is also fishing
from shore for aholehole.” papio.
‘ama’ama. and awa along the Ala Wai
Canal that cuts through the -Waikiki
Beach district. Along Waimanalo
Beach. 'o'io gnd weke are caught from
shore. and moi are taken near the
mouths of creeks emptying into
Waimanalo Bay. :

Farther north. Kaneohe Bay has
nettng for surgeonfish (manim and
kala)., 'dma*ama. akule. awaawa, and
awa. Kaneche Bay.is also one of the
better areas for octopus or 'sdhid.”

and underwater spearing for kumu,

manini. palani. and weke-"ula. ’Omaka
are abundant seasonally- and
‘aweoweo on occasions enter the bay
in great numbers. All along the north-

_eastern coast there is shore casting”

over reef-and-sand bdttom for papio
and weke; over sand bottom,for moi
and 'o’io; and cast netting and gill
ndtting inside of . the reef for
surgeonfish, "ama’ama. and akule.

In Haleiwa Bay. hahalalu school in

great numbers in late summer. and
many are taken by pole fishing from
shore.. Hahalalu and 'opelu are taken
in the surf aloag the coast north of
Waianae: '0'io and_ulua are caught off
the shores a®ound Nanakuli; moi and

DI
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-+ ‘ama’ama are tflk(m, by netting and
. .shore casting around Barbers Point.

the military, and 1t is fished by. service
personnel and their dependents. The
harbor is good for ‘cast netting
‘ama’ama: pole fishing _for + papio.
‘omaka. nehu. and palam: and spin-
fishing with lures for, kawalea.
. There is a, considerable amount of
) small-boat fishing in * reef-protected
. aréas and in bays and harbdrs around
the island. All facihty locations .
dicated on the map have launching
ramps. except Kewalo Basip. 'Omaka.
‘aweoweo. menpachr papio. and weke-
‘ula are caught from boais in Kaneche
Bay. and hahalalu sometimes are taken
by skiff anglers 1n Haleiwa Bay. Large
ulua are taken in the®area north of
Mokapu Peninsula. and_boats bottormn
, fish for ‘omaka in Pearl Harbor.

s

. g R ‘ .

§ The 1sland of Hawaii (Chart 36). often
referred to as the “Big Island.”
“contains two-thirds the land area of
the entire 1sland chajn. It' consists of
five volcanic mountains about 20 miles

. apart any linked, together by saddles.

R 3,000 to Y.000 feet hig rmed by
overlappi lava flows. Along the
northeast coast. the islamd takes the

1s exposéd to hdavy rains. The rest of
the 1sland 1s rather dry and-and owing
S to the spongelike porosify of sthe rocks
and tack of rain on th ard side.
All around thé island. water depth
&}unges dramatically and rapudly away

full brunt of th%northeast trades and

om shore.
[ .t . \ -
OFFSHORF AND NEARSHORE FISHING
.o ,

Most offshore game fishing occu

on the calmer leeward or Kona codpt

Q ng spring, summer. and fall

h EMC ter. especially during Januafy.
90

» Fishing in Pearl Harbor 1s restrcted by -

there 1s little fishing a‘%ivny because
of rough seas, but fishing usua{ly picks
up agan 1 February. Blue i
be caughy all year. but “are
abundant from June through Oct
Striped marhn appean to be more
abundanf dunng times when | blue
marlin are least abundant (during
winter and early spring). and are, not
caught by sports anglers in as many

numbers as the blues. Best time for
zr\rough April. Aku

‘ali 1s November
are taken.all yeaf., but best gatches

are madein the summer.-Ono are most
abundant from Apnl through August.

The= Kona “coast is famed for its
smooth, clear water and ideal fishing
cdnditions. It is also famous for the
Hawaiian International Billfish
Tournament. which 1s staged every
summer at Kailua-Kona. Anglers from
all over the world cpme to fish the
waters of the Kona Coast. where
several marhn over 1,000 pounds have
‘been landed in recent y®ars. The most
papular. grounds_fished by the charter
fleet are off Keahole Point—less than
an. hour's run from Kailua-Kona. Boats
also fish along the entire- leeward
coast as far south as Kauna Point in
search of marhn and tuna.

Farther mshore. 'ahi and gne are/
taken in ggod numbers by. trolling over
the steep,100-fathom ledge. This drop-
off are&{o ns good for handlining
onaga and kahala. From about 40 to .
100 fathoms there as handlining and
netting for akule.. ‘opelu. "opakapaka.
and some of the go‘atfkshes or
wekes—weke-"ula and moana.
Nearshore out to about 50 fathoms
deep. menpachi. manim. and moano
are taken. The Kawailhae (Kohala)
coast on the northwest side of th
island 1s especially gdod for one and
‘ali as 'well as other smaller game
fishes However. waters tend to get a
little rough in the afternoon. when the
wind usually picks up in this area of
the coast. Boats based at Kawaihae
ofien make the run down ¢to “the
&rounds” off Keahole Point for marhn
and tuna When weather permts.
overmght trips are™made from the
Kong area down to South Pant for’
‘ahll ono, and ‘opakapaka.

The windward, coast has limited
offshore fishing by brivate boats based

P

.

"out of Hilo for marlin. "ahi. ono. ma-

himahi. and kawalea. These ghpunds
are fished only by experienced anglers
familar with the area—the extrgmely
heavv swells and rough seas not
for the ‘novice angler and boat handler
Akule. “opelu. and ta’ape are taken
farther ishore. and within the protec-
tion of Hilo Bay fishing 1s excellent
for mo1 and other small game fishes.

' SHORI Msu%
. A

Although access s difficult. Jf not

lm[y&ﬁble. along muclg(i Hawaun's
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cogstline. there are)still many places .
wo%re éne can fish from shore. An

assdrtment of fishes are taken: among’
them the most sought after appear {o
be 'lafge ulua and their younger off-
spring "papio’”: the convict tang or
mamhi: and young akule or hahalalu.

Hawaii's rugged coastline
particularly suited for ulua g.
One of t as at
S int. where black ulua are most

abundant in the winter. dnd white ulua
are caught year-round, dominating the ,
catch in summer. Other good areas are
Upolu *Point. Kealakekua Point just
north of Kealakekua Bay and the area
squth of the Bay. and all along the
windward .coast south of Hilo.
v The small but tasty mamm is a
very popular shore fish on the island
of Hawan They are caught all aroupd
the island—mostly by cast nefters. <
Papio are abundant and are
caught pole fishing along the coast and
in'bays and harbors. Hahalalu are also
taken pole fishing in bays and harhors.
particutarly, at Hilo. Kawaihae.
Honokohau. Kailua. and Keauhou,
Some of the more popular shore-
fishing areas are indicated on the map.
-Along the leeward coast. "ama’ama

f ) ,
,
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and manimi are taken fram shore

‘s between Kawaihae and Puako. There
is hmted access—g6vér the lava fields
south of Puako. but Honokakau Harbor

. and *the coast south to Kailua offer~
some shore fishing. South of Kdilua-
Kona there isy intermittent™¥ccess to
shore along thfabighway--some areas

are » privately ed. From about
/éﬁauhou south to Kealakekua Bay the
fishing 1s reported "to be excellent. but
access is difficult—only by way of a
dirt 4rai]l about one-half mile south of
Keauhou Bay. In mest of Kealakekua

- Bay. fishing is restricted. but to the
south there is shore fishing for ulua.
menpachi. and papio (about a 5-minute
walk to the beach) A limited amount

of shore fishing occurs near Hoopuloa
and Milohi. .-

island has shore_fishing along Hilo Q{éﬁ
for moi. and from the Hilo breakwater
P~ Yor moi. mamni. hahalalu. weke. and

papio. The area south of Leleiw: Point

is good for moi. manini. aholehole.
| _swaouoa. weke. ‘o0, and  ulua. From
N around Kaloli Point sou*‘ to Cape
Kumukahi. large ulua are taken from
“shore as well as menpachi and some of
.the fishes ‘mentioned above. Farther
south at Opihikao, ilanders fish for
menpachi. manini, moi.. ‘o'io. papio.
and wulua. 'Runaluu Harbor and

. flshing,.fo( akule. o
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. 37 Maui,Molokai, Lanaj.
- Kahbolawe -
‘? e :1_": @ Q
- This, .i8laski, grgup (Chart (37) "was
prébably ‘oneesa single 1sland.Nout now
is separated by channels 6 to & miles
+ wide and up t6 100 fathoms deep. The
tsland of Maui is cglled ~"The Valley’
s Isle’* from the lowflying valley or isth-
_mus ,that links the two volcanic
@ ntains that form east and w
Emc‘xi. 1t is the'largest island of the

<, . M
Je uj
Vo K

Honuapo Bay have a hmited amount of °

. The windward or Hilo coast of th(;_\ }

, ~-privately

fis along the Lahaina coast f.roml
,Lip&a oint to Maalaea .Bay along

group apd the second largest island in
the Hawailan chain. The gNindward ot
eastern side s a succession of gorges
rich in lush vegetation. cascading
waterfalls. and black sand beaches.
The leeward or western side of the
1slant is characterized by golden sand
beaches secluded coves. and very
clear waters.

— The island of Molokai also is

. formed by two volcanic mountains. Its

windward side is’ very scenic with

precipitous cliffs. rising sheegly 500 te

4.600 feet from the ocean,; and in-
dented by magnificent valleys. The
leeward side is a patchwork of ancient
fish ponds fringed with coral reef.

+ The islands of Lanai. and
Kahoolawe are both single mountains.
Lanai. owned by the Dole Pineapple
.Company. is primarily -a pinea.gple
plantation.” Kahoelawe is uninhabrted
and sometimes used as a target area
by the U.S. Armed}orces. 7

OrrSHORE FISHING

Sport fishing boats are available
for charter ofi"Mauw at the old whaling
port of Lahaina. close to the Kaanapali
&ﬁth resort area. Most deep-sea

ing takes place n the triangle
formed by the islands of Maui. Lanai.
and Kahoolawe. Fishipg around
Moloka1 and Lanai can be arranged
through Maui charter services. At the
time of this"writing. charters were also
available on an intermittent basis out
of the port of Kaunakakai on Molokai.
but this should be checked with the
charter services.

Boats out of Lahaina - troll for
mahimahi, kawakawa. ono. and <blue
marlin. or bottomfish for deepwater
snappers and weke-'ula. Most fishing
is done in the protected lee of the
islahds. but during calm weather some

to bottgmfish “'over  the productive
-subm ledges of the Pailoplo
{Channel.” the 100fathom ledge where
- Auau and Kealaikdhiki channels meet.

and around island of Kahoolawe. It
15 best‘ to check with the Hawaii
Division” -0 Fish and Game aboiit

" fishing around Kahoolawe: sometimes’

it is restrictgd during Naval

. operations. The area to the west of

Ev
te_

) f\ " On the island of Molq

and ‘Molokai is
owged vessels
charter fleet out of Oahu.

fish/ed
énd

Lanai

INSHORE AND SHORELINE EISHING

Be(gheS. rocky points, and reefs
,along the -«oasthnes of these islands
Ojffﬁ)t exgezllent qpportunity for spin
fishing: sukf casting. fet fishing., and

On Maui. skiffs can be
alyr bahaina for - nearshore

spearirig.
renfed

Highway 30.
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Perhaps Maui's most popular
shore fish is the ‘o0'io (bonefish), which .
grows to a substantial Tsize in
Hawaiian waters. 'O'io and awa are
taken from shore and skiffs along the
Lahaina coast ~south to Maalgea
and along the shore' of Maalaea Bay
and td*the south. Large ulua also are'
taken alost the Lahaina coas# at the
area® shown on the chart. On the '
ez‘aftern or  windward side of Maui |
awa and akulg are caught in Kahului

Bay dunng the fall; akule also are

taken in Hana Bay. South of Hana Ray

there is occasional shore, fishing in—
winter for moi. aholehole; and manini.

At the southwestern tip of the island at

La Peroyse Bay. akule. rhenpachi. and

a wide “assottment of reef fishes areg,

taken from shore. 4 . i

On Lanai. ‘most shore fishing takes
place on the northeastern side & the
island, which is edged with luxurious
cbral reef. Kaumalapau Haxxr has

¢ pier fishing and fishing for aWa just .
* outside of the harbor egtragce. * "
? \ai shore

A

An

.. and skiff fishing for ulua\is exceptional-,
al], along the leeward coast inshore of

¢ 720 \fathoms. “From * Kaunakakai to-
- -r"HaMtheFQ is fishing from shore for,
., 00, awa. and 'ama’ama. The westatn
shore offersé ulua. moi. and ‘o'io )

fishing.
i
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38 Kauai, Niihau, Kaulg

[}

The 1sland of Kauai {Chart J8). about
63 miles west-northwest of Oghu, 1s the
oldest. most weathered. /and ~most
verdant of the larger 1slands. Ths
beautiful Garden Isle” /abounds 1n
rivers and cascading wdterfalls. The
1sland consists +mainly / of a single
mountain. Waialeale (5,080 feet). with
marginal lowlands . except on the
northwest, The chief sg¢enic attractions
are : h—the *Grand
Canyon of the Paafjc”; the spacious
Hanalei: Valley where rice and taro
are cultivated on native-built terraces:
and the Na Pali codst on the northwest
with its 4.000-foot high precipices.
Niihau. a small /island southwest oj
Kauai. is~ priyately, owned an
operated as a/ cattle ranch. Kgula
{sland is ‘uninhabited. and access is
sometimes restricted by the military:

‘. OFFSHORE AND NEARSHORE FISHING

. “Kauai has some of the finest year-
round ‘deep-sea” fishing in Hawaiian

. =« .waters and boasts some world-record-

ERI

size 'ahj 'o'io. and kamanu. Charters
are available out of Nawiliwili Harbor.
‘Hanalei, and Port Allen. At 'Hanalei
you have a choice of either deep-sea or
inshore bonefishing excursions.

Ledge fishing (trolling and bot-
tomfishing) is excellent around these
islands. The submarine ledges are
productive bottomfishing” areas for
‘opakapaka. ulg. and kahala. which
are taken in water about 100 fathoms
deep. Ono and small ‘ahi (usually
under 100 pounds) dre plentiful year-

'

LA et Provided by ERIC

94

round from about 25 to 100 fathoms.
The peak of ono fishing is September.
October. and November. when huge
schools of akule. upon which ono feed.
move into the area. It is also the peak
time for small "ali. both ono and "ahi
are taken by trolling. -

Anglers troll for marlin and ldrge
‘am (over 100 pounds) in deeper
waters from . about 100 to 1.000
fathoms. Tremendous -schools of ‘ahi
move into Kauai waters in the late
spring. with sizes known, to reach a
world record of 276 pounds. Marlin
are fished year-round. but most fishing
is mn.summer (May to September)
when aku. the prime bait for marlin.
move into the area in large schools.
¥rom September to January. aku are
stll present around the island. but’
re not as tightly schooled.

Mahimahi, although caught in
Kauar waters, are not as abundant
here as around the islands located
farther east. *

[

i SHORE FISHING

‘O‘in. papio. moi. and ‘ama‘ama
are abundant.all around the island of
Kauai. 'Aweoweo. menpachi. hahalalu,
and various kinds of goatfish are taken
by shore anglers. Torch fishing and
“squidding’* are popular. es%cially in
Kapaa Bay. Anahola Bay. and over the
reef off Haena. At Haena during
moonlit nights at low tide. the local
people enjoy reef fidhing ‘with bamboo
poles for 'upapalu or ‘‘moonlight fish.”
There is pier fishing for a variety of

.
'

I -

”~

.

.

.

.

. - -
fishes at Nawiliwili Harbor. Hanalei.
Port Allen. and Kukuiula Harbor. .

One of the finest bonefishing
grounds in the world is loceted off
Hapalei along the north shore. where
the former world record was held for
years (18 pounds 2 ounces). Hawanan
bonefish ('0'io) are takemn surf fishing
or bottomfishing with cut bait—water
conditiony are not comducive to fly
fishing. * o

i
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39 AMERICAN 530

e tropical islands of American,
Sdmoa (Chart 39) are,in the south
Ceptrat Pacific Ocean. approximately
2.200 miles southwest of the Hawanan
Islands and 1.600 miles northeast of
the northern tip #of ‘New Zealand
American Samqa is an Unincorporated
Territory of the Umted States and
comprises “seven  islands—Tutuila.

© Aunu'u, Ta'u, pOlosega. Ofu. Swains,

7 and Rose Atoll. Pive of these islands

are mountainous and volcanic in
origin. ang twg (Rose Atoll and Swains, -

Island) are tiny coral atolls eagh less

than 2 miles in diameter. The com-

bined ‘land area of all the 1slands is‘a

scant 76.2 square miles. or about one-

sixteenth the land area of our smallest

< State. Rhodeslgnd.

The five larger  islands are
surropnded intermittently \A;ith narrow
strétches of coral reef. beyond which
the water depth plunges fairly rapidly
away from shore. Submerged bank

- -areas may extend out %2 to 4 miles
before dropping dramatically from 50
fathoms to -depths greater than 500
fathoms. The islands are bathed by the
warm watetrs of the South Equatorial ,
Current system. with sea surface
temperatures ranging from 75° to 86°F
over the course of a year.

The climate of American Samoa is

tropical. and air temperatures are

fairly uniform. averaging 78° to 80°F

at sea ,level. Rainfall is ‘generally

+ heavy. increases with altitude. ang is

greater on the South and east coasts.

Trade winds blow from the southeast

quarter about 80% of the time but are

relatively light compared to those of

Hawaii. Best weather is from

November to April when these winds
dre generally lightest. '

About 90% of the total population

of 27,000 is located on Tutuila Island,

* the Jargest of the island group and

& “e Pago Pago 1s located. The island

EMC‘Jut 18 mil\s long and 5 miles wide

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

with a mountain range along its length.
It 15 nearly’ bisgcted by thedeep
waters of Pago Pago Harbor, one of
the finest d®d most beautful ports in
the South £acific. e )

A tounst industry 1s. deve.lop;ng“

~-rapdly on Tujuila Island, and, the
increased tourism has brought a
growing_ interest in the sport fishing
potential of Samoa's productive
grounds which now yield high com.
_ mercial catchds o} billfish and tuna.
. Two licensed sport fishing: boats are
now available® for charter out of
Fagatogo on Pago Pago Bay. Fishing
grounds are close, in and offshore of
the island.,
)

’
.

OFFSHORE FISHING

J
Large game fish are abundant
throughout the ygar in Samoan waters.
and many good fishing locations are
within a relatively short run from port,
Billfish grounds off Tutuila Island
produce saula (blue marlin), saula-léle
(sailfish), asi (yellowfin tuna), -atu
(skipjack tuna), rainbow runjer.
_masimas1 (dolphin), dnd ono wah(;ﬂ.
aters on the north side of thg 1slands
are virtually unfished. bdt show
potential of being excellent big game
. fishing grounds as well. While they are

caught year-round, the best time for _

large asi is March to July. and for atu,
"October to March.

Inshore of theé billfish grounds
af_ong the 100-fathom.drop off, there is
handlining and trolling for ono, tagi
(dogtooth tuna). sapatu (barracuda),
and large jacks or ulua. Most tagi are
caught, handlining at dusk or-at night.
Sharks are also common along these
ledge areas, particularly the gray reef
‘shark. '

Bottomfishing 1s excellent and
usually takes place ip waters 100
fathoms or less: the main catch
consists of groupers and snappers.
Visitors to the island should be warned
that the flesh of some snappers may be

1040

-

..

»

. snapper.

toxic. and 1t is wise to inquire locally
about the edibility of certain species.
Groupers, collectively called “'gatala”
by Samoans, are generally taken at 10

.- to 40 .fathoms over reefs and ledge

areas. The most common species are
gatala, gatala moana, i'a manaia. and
ata'ata, which is similar to Cahfornia’s
giant sea bass and ranges up to 500

pounds but generally is frog 100 to 400 .

pounds. Of the snappers, the .most
common varieties are the colorful
bluelined snapper or savani. which is
the most aburdant: the green snapper
or filoa (reported to be slightly toxic.in
Samoan, waters). and the red snapper
or mala'i. Another common snapper
caught handlinin®, known locally, as
mu, is defirftely known * to - cause
cigugtet'a poisoning and should not be
edten. Aso'ama,
is sometimes’ ,taken over
bottomfishing areas along with some of
the large jacks. atule Ejkufe). sapatu,
tagi, and sharks. Deepwater snappers
such as opakapakg and, palu [onaga)
are more abundant faftifer offshore
over "ledges at 200" to. 300 fathoms.
.These deeper . aress, however, are

',"“ b
1, . u); .
2, # @  PagoPage :‘i -
1/ 7 ' 2
73 '@  Fagasa )
, v o 3
s ow, .
4.1 . -
. L

{uku). a hontoxic .

7/
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seldom fished becausl fishing for other
game fishes is so good closer to Tutuila
Harbor. The same’is true for " the
bottomfishing areag around the Manua
Island group. which are fished mainly
by natives who(launch canoes 1n the
surf on the west end of Ta'u Island.
Rose Atoll, a turtle and bird preserve.

*is also too far from pprt to be a
feasible fishing ground at this time.

N,

{

SHORE FISHING
fugd

: \The mshore reefs of Tutula

aboynd with over 600 varieties of

colorfu] fishes, and few hdve gone
untasted “by the Samoans. who prefef
to comb 'nearby reefs rather” than
venture to offshore fishing grounds. As
« a restlt.  these reefs have been sub-
jected to heavy fishing pressure over
the yearss and. unfortunately. are
, showing signs of depletion.
Most shore fishing” is done by
wading out over the reefs at high tide.
) : Q ity of sea creatures are cap-
E lCn @n almost equal varie

PArurtext provide by enic I
.
.

}

t) of

ways—with traps. nets. spears. hook
and line. or simply bare hands and a
pail. The most common methods are
bamboo pole fishing and cast netting.
Young snappers and groupers are the
main catch. but “lupo™ (young jacks).
“malau” and other, squirrelfishes.
goatfishes. and even an occasional
butterflyfish and surgeonfish are
taken. The shore is accessible all along
the' southern side of the island and on
the north shore at Fagasa where the
road follows the shoreline. It is ad-
visaple to check with local chiefs- or
maf¥ai before fishing near their

- villages—just as you would ask .a
property owner permission before
fishing on his land. Spearing is legal.
but generally discouraged.

Atule and mullet are fished in
lagoons and bays around the island.
Atule are caught jn good numbers by
pole fishing from shore in Pago Pago
Harbor. mainly from the docks and
piers on the west side of th& harbor.
Unlike his Hawaunan counterpart. the
Samoan atule is caught edsily during
the day as well as at.night. Skiff

101

1)

4
-

-« .

anglers algo catch this tasty little fish

handlining. Mullet are taken in sandy

bays and lagoons with cast nets. and

. Pali Lagoon is considered ohe of the
best fiik{ing areas for this sjlvery
schoolingMish.

A very unusual fishery exists in. ~
American Samoa. one which the .
population looks forward to with'eager ,
anticipgtion. It is the fishery for palglo.
Each year at a predictable time, in
either October or November. the tail
ends of a species of reef-dwelling sea
worm become detached and swim to
the surface, in wriggling masses. The*,
tail sections are full of eggs and sperm
which are discharged into the water.
On these mights. an'd usually onTy for a
‘few hours. the reef comes aljve withr,q
great swarms of palolo. The natives™”
armed with dip nets. pails. and otheg,
capturing devices. wade out over the

~reefs to scoop up large quaﬁtiﬁes of
this unusual Samoan delicacy. Palolo
are usually eaten raw. but for the less

1Y

'Y

.
w

brave they can be cooked with ~
chopped onions ore scrambled withs
eggs. b °
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Guam* (Chart 40), about 3,340 miles
s west of Hgnolulu and 1,500" miles east
of JManila. s the largest and
southernmost island in the Marianas
island group. Administered by the US.
Navy for over half a century. the.
territory was placed under the ad-
. mipistrative jurisdiction of the
Department of the Interior 1n 1950 by
executive order of the Presrdent of th
Umted States. That year, the Organic
.." Act was passed by the U.S..Cohgress
-and became Guam's Constitutiop,
giving Gua(namans U,S. citizenship and

establishing the present 21-seat
lleglslature ) !
#- The island i§. jmportant as a

as a major link between these, islands
nd the rest of the world. Because of
its strategic geographicdl location and
*"beautiful tropical setting, Guam has

.

» New busingsses. .
The r\t»hysu:a‘k\;;eography of the

| 1sland contrasts sharplaz north to south.
The northern part of“the island is a
low-lying limestone plateau covered by

a thick - growth of jungle vegetation.
The “south. rising t({—

. feet above sea levek is charactetized
by high volcanic hills'_cov/e’r'ed'with
sword -grass. The island i5§ about 23
miles fong and varies from 4 to-8 milest-
wide.. D
The chmate is troplcal with air
temperaturés’ ranging : from 70° to
90°F. Daytime temperatures ‘are
, sually in. the mid-80's. Average
¢ rainfall is aboyt - 90 inches, three-

* rdiny season from July to Ocjober The
" driest month.is April.
d Guam's offsliore waters abound
with a varety of .game - fish:’ F{:
_ doubtedly the most fa;nous is t

distribution center for Micronesia and |

, Quarters of . which” . falle during..the -

several large mllltary bases, a growin
;. tourist  industry, and many thrivi

mere than 1,000 N

1

T Q@ fic blue mgrlm On ‘21 ,August .
]: lC a world- record blue marlm was . -
o B e ! “ n a7 (‘

{. .
» v ~
* L~
\ .
‘ .
'S
—_
- ) Bl . - *
». caught off Ritidian Point near the .

northern tip of Guam. Thi¢ huge fish

weighed 1n at,1,153 pounds with a total

length of 14 feet 8 mches A fishing

derby is held each-year at the énd of
. the Liberationi Day celebration in July,
- and many sport_ anglers register for
this annualievent.

Most offshore fishing takes place
on the leeward or western side of the
1sland because of rough waters usually
prevalent on the windward or eastern
side. The trolling grounds produce blue
marlin, black marlin, sailfish. yellowfin
tuna,, skipjack tuna. ' mahimahi,
“ rambow runner. tosun or wahoo, -

barracida. and sharks. Marlin, wahgp,

and tuna are caught ()ccasiona(fy
throughout the year; the best time for
mahimahi is during Japuary and
February: and yellowfin and skipjack
tuna arge usually most abundant
February through August.
Bottomfishing is excellent’ over
submarine ledge areas surrounding the
island and over offshore bahks. The
‘catch consists rpostly of snappers and
" groupers. Some of the more common
snappers are the pink kall kali, pink ’

paka. vyellowtail. gendar~ lehi. ehu.
onaga or red. ang tagafl Groupers are
collectively, called '‘gadao™ by
Guamanians. Dogtooth tuna and jacks
(called collectively tarakito) arfe also

taken ‘in some of the bottomfnshmg
. ardas. !
*>Many people on the island enjoy "
fishng from, shore. and the most
popular met’hods sgem to be spin
fishing and surround hetting. The
island ig~rimmed_, by many miles of
beautiful coral reefs and -the water
over these reefs ranks among the
clearest in the world, especially during
the dry season..Anglers with spinning
gear casf{ from-the réef shelves for °
snappers, . groupérs, and jacks, and
from the pters and in boat channels Jor
atulai (akule or bigeye scad)’ and
tataga (kald. unicornfish). Other fishes
,such as+ young snappers, wrasses,
" mullet, farakitiyos (young jacks),
needlefish, and achuman. (‘opelu or
' mackerel scifl) are taken occasionally
by hook-and-lme anglers. The gurround
net capture% an assortment.of reef
-fishes including those mentioned above”,
as well as some of the goatfishes and

/
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parrotfnsh‘eé Cast net operators fling
stheir circular nets oven the waterfor
fish that wander about the “reefs
schools, 'suck as manini (known locally
ag- "kicho”), young mullet, goatfish,
and sesjun [rabbitfis};l There is also
some spearing for oc‘torus. parrotfish,
and surgeonfish, as well as other reef
fishes.

Some of the mote popular shore—
fishing areas are shown on the chart.
Atulai are taken during most of the
year (May to March) along the channel

"Tarea that cuts. through the reef at
Agana and at.the southern tip of the
island nea} Merizo. There is shore
fnshmg in Apra Harbor for papio,*

, atulai, and occasionally achuman
(‘opelu).” Tataga are taken at Agana

¢ and sometimes at the north side of
Gabras Island, as well as hear the
reef's outer edge on the southern shore
of Ylig Bay. The latter area also is
good for snappers—mafuti, kakaka,
and bua, It is» advisable to check
locally about the waterg you plan to
fish, since currents over®he reefs are
sometimes dangerous. “

Sport flsl_un§ boats are (avallable
for charter \pf Port Merizo and
Agana. Sklfff can be rented at Port
Merizo, ahd there are boat launching
facilities at the Apra Harbor seaplane

ramp and at the Agana boat basin.

17 [ @pra}lbr. seaplane ;amp X
2 0 . o0 Agana BoatBasin ~' X
j e .0 . Port Merizo f’«,i
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MARINE GAME FISHES

The fo‘ﬁowing pages list some of the more common marine -
game fishes caught within the geographical areas covered
in this Guide. Major species are illustrated. Fishes taken

long the west coast of the continental United States

edescribed first; those taken around the tropical

acific islands of Hawaii, American Samoa, and Guam are
cdvered on succeeding pages. The list is separated in
this way to assist the reader in finding the fishes
familiar toshis general geographic area. To Kelp avoid TRy
confusion with-common fish names an index to common R
names referred to in this list is provided in the ‘
back of the guide. All-tackle records are those
recognized by the International Game Fish Association
as of 1974, Fish iIIus\trati(y_ls by Susan E. Smith.
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Marine Game Fishes of the thited Staies West Coast .

This list describes those marine and
anadromons speciges commonly taken
by anglers along and off the'coasts of

California, Oregon, Washington, and
Alaska. . -, °
. Off southern California most

pelagic species taken' by the marine
angler are subtropical, and common
only from Point Conteption south to off
Baja California. Mexico. Point Con-
ception., 40 miles_west of Santa Bar-
“bara, Calif.. is gen ra”y agreed to be

“the major ‘ecological and faunal
dividing point for many pelagic
species. , However, +Pacific bonito.

. « Pacific mackerel, and bluefin tuna.
which are common in the south, occur
at times ndrth of Point Conception and
conyersely. northern species such as
coho salmon sometimes range south of
Point Conceptxon In the deeper cooler
water over ‘the continental shelf «are
also found many species that range
north of the Point.

~From Point Conception north to
soqth central Alaska one encounters a
fairly constant species composition

¢

&

-

throughout this temperate en-
vironment. North of Point Conception,
extending to at least Cape Blanco,
Oreg., there exists a major coastal
“upwelling”’ area which results in cool
water nearshore much of the year.
Another environmental change from
temperate to subarctic occurs from
about the Aleutian chdin in Alaska
north beyond ‘the Bering Sea.

- For the most, part, this list uses
common and scxentxfxc names as
defined in the Americgn Fisheries
Society checklist [Bmfey et al. 1970),
except for the use of "‘surfperch” for
ail members of the family Embio-

~tocidae. Some species descriptions will
have more than’one common name;
however, the common name approved
by the- American Fisheries Society is
capitalized ‘The authorized scientific
name and the name of the individual
credited with describing the species
for the scientific record are given last.

For those anglers wishing to
ensure correct identification of their
west coast catch, we suggest

the _

following pubh'catigns. Much of the
information in this list was. derived
from identification lists prepared by
the following authors: N

’ e N
Hart, J. L. .
-1973. Pacific fishes®
ada. Fish. Res.
Can.. Bull. 180, 740 p.
Miller. D. J., and R N. Lea.
1972, Guide to the coastal
marine fishes of California.
Calif. Dep. Fish~ Game. Fish
Bull. 157, 235p.
Phillips, J. B- X
1957 A review of the rock-
fishes of - California (Family
Storpaenidag). Calif. Dep.
Fish Game. Fish Bull. 104,
158 p. ) .
Tarp. F. H. .

"1952. Revision of the Family
Embiotocidae (the surf-
perches). Calif. Dep. Fish
Game. Fish Bull. 88, 99 p.

-
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ALOPHDAE: THRESHER SHARKS , .

shark
Alopios- vulpiqus (Bonnaterre).

‘1. THRESHER SHARK. fox
swiveltail:
DISTRIBUTION: Temperate and tropical
waters of the Pacific. Indli. and Atlantic
oceans and the Mediterran an Sea. SIZE

- Reported to reach 20 1o 25-feel (610-762 cm)
long fnd weigh up to 1.000 pounds (453.6
kg) or more However, the usual catch is
less than 30 pounds (13.6 kg]. Alltackle
record for the Pacific (Mayor 1sland. New
Zealand) 15 729 pounds (330 7 kg) and 101
inches (256 6 cm) long COLOR Gray to
black above. fading to white Below C-A
pelagic shark common to the offshore

. waters of the eastern Pacxflc south of Cape
~Flattery, Wash. Caugltt_Bdring summer 1n
*central and southern Galiforma: best
fishing is in the Los Angeles outer harbor.
One of the most desirable species of shark |,
for table food. also excellent when smoked

E

LAMNIDAE: MACKEREL SHARKS

2 SHORTFIN MAKO, bomito shar‘blsurus *

oxyrinchus  Rafinesque. DISTRIBUTION.
Temperate and lroplcal waters of the;
Pacific Ocean to Hawaii and Japan. Known
in the eastern Pacific from the Columbia
River to Chile. SIZE: Reported to reach 12
feet (366 cm) long and weigh up to
poufids (453.6 kg)] However. the
usually ranges from 4 to 8 feet (122-244 ¢m)
long. All-tackle record in the Pacific (Mayor
Island. New Zealand) 1s ¢.061 pounds (481.3
kg} and 12 feet 2 inches
long. COLOR. Dark gray above. white
below. (] Appears off the™ southern
Califorma coast in summer. and is !f]e
subject of a growmng sport fishery. A
pelagic shark. may be dangerous to
humans. but regarded as a good food
species.

Ve

-105 -

(370.9 cm) »
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CARCHARHINIDAE: REQUIEM
SHARKS Co,
! /

3. -

3. BLUE SHARK. Prionoce glouco (Lin-
naeus). DISTRIBUTION. Tropxcal and
temperate seus of, the. world: in eastern,
Pacific Ocean from Chile to the Gulf of
Alaska. SIZE: Length 1s reported te 15 feet
(457 cm)., but most caught off southern
Cal;forma are léss than 8 feet {244 cm) and
weigh®less than 50 pounds (22.7 kg). All-
tackle record in the Atlantic (Rockport.
Mass.) 1s 410 pounds (186.0 kg) and 11
feet {3506 cm) long. COLOR: Dark blu
#dbove. white below. (3 @ne of the more
LS lmporlam pelagic sharks/in catches of the
southern Califorma., sport fishery during

summer and fall. Good fighter on light .
tackle. but not a particularly good food
species. Common to offshore waters. but
also eccurs nshore off southern and

central Cahformia du®ng summer and fall.
+

4. BROWN SMOOTHHOUND. Mustelus

henler. (Gill). DISTRIBUTION: Gulf of
Cahforma. .Mexico, (to gxmboldl Bay.

\

of » Can- *

\
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EMCR 150 feet (45.7 m). *

Calif. SIZE Reaches about 3 feet (91 (m)
long. COLOR' Redthsh brown fading to
white on belly. {J Common in bays from San
Francisco south and is one of the most
abundant sharks entering the sport fishery
catch. It 1s a good sport species on hght
tackle and frequently taken by anglers
along sandy shores. from piers. ‘and in
arbors.

. N4
5. GRAY SMOOTHHOUND. Mustelus
californicus  Gill. DISTRIBUTION:
Mazatlah. Mexico. to Cape Mendocino.
Calif. SIZE: Length recorded to about 5
feet (152 cm). COLOR: Dark gray to brown

above. white below. O Of minor impoggance |

to sport afiglérs: commonly taken in the
surf zonewttowever.

-

6. LEOPARD SHARK. cat shark. Tnahis
semifasciata  Girard DISTRIBUTION
Mazatlin. Mexicé, to Oregon S]ZE
reported to attain 6% feet (198 cm)
length COLOR- Gray with black spots and °

' crossbars: belly hghter (} Abundant in
central and southern Califormia and caught
largely in bays, off ]e\tle‘g and along sandy
beaches most of the year. Caught i darge
numbers during the fall in San Francxscot
Bay A desirable food specxes

Vi \

RHINOBATIDAE GUITARF!SHES ;

.‘5‘-

7. SHOVELNOSE GUITARFISH. shovelnose
shark. Rhinobatos productus (Ayres).
DISTRIBUTION Gulf of Cahfornia. Mexico.

1o Monterey Bay Calif. SIZE: Reaches a

length of about 5 feet 152 cm) and a |

weight of yp to 40 pounds (18.1
kg). COLOR: Brownish gray. white un-
derside. J Often caught by pier, bay. and
surf anglers. and common over sand and
mud in shallow bays and estuaries
it southern TCaliforma. Not a desirable food
species. although the dorsal meat 1s

rted to be palatable. Provides con-

rable recreation and taken all year
throughout most of its range.

L 4

8. THORNBACK. Platyrhinoidis triseri-
ata (Jordan and Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION.
Turtle Bay. Baja C@ftforma, Mexico. to
ceritral Califorma. Rare north of Point
Conception. SIZE. Length to about 2¥; feet
(76 cm). COLOR. Brown on back. white or
cream eolored below. [J Although taken in
fmr numbers. they are not the major ob-

( of most anglers. Common in depths

.as San Diego Bay. Newport

v

MYLIOBATIDAE: EAGLE RAYS

9. BAT RAY. Myliobatis californica
Gill. DISTRIBUTION- Gulf of California.
Mexico. to Oregon.
weight 1s about 210 pou (95 3 kg) with a
spread of 4 feet (122 cm}. COLOR: Dark
brown to black above. white below. [J Only
member of the eagle ray family caught in
Caljforma, where 1t occurs along the outer
coast and 1s commonly taken 1n bays such
Bay. Los
Angeles Harbor. Morro Bay. San Francisco
Bay. and Tomales Bay. The bay ray 1s an
active fighter and 1s classed as a-good
game species. It has a venomous spine on
dorsdl side at base of tail that can cause
panful wounds. General treatment .is 'to
cleansa-the wound thoroughly and immerse
in warnr to hot water with baking soda.
Consult doctor for relief from pain and
possible secondary nfection,

3
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ACIPENSERIDAE: STURGEON ~ *

10. WHITE STURGEON. Pacific sturgeon.
Acipenser transmontanus Richardson.
DISTRIBUTION: Ensenada, Baja Califorpia.

Mexico. to Gulf of Alaska. SIZE: Largest

. white sturgeon taken along the Pacific was

.reported to be about 20 feet (610 cm) long
wexghmg 1.800 pounds (816.5 kg). Howaever.
today it would be uncommon to catch one
over 500 pounds (226.8 kg). COLOR:
Uniform gray. [J An important species

‘taken 1n Suisun, San Pablo. San Francisco.

and Coos bays. the Columbia River estuary.
upper Willapa Bay. :and upper Grays
Harbor. Heavy fishing in the late 1800's for
caviar and smokkd sturgeon reduced the
population drasticdlly. Today the lower
Columbia River.appears to be the center of
distribution, in the San Francisco area the
numbers of sturgeon appear to be in-
‘creasing and the fishery is becoming more
popular. Several species of sturgeons exist
in North America. Some are found only in
fresh water. and some. like the white
sturgeon. are anadromous. o

' N 106

SIZE: Maximum known .

v
,

» .
1 JM1. GREEN STURGEON. Acipenser medi-
¢'rostris Ayres. DISTRIBUTION: Ensenada,
Baja California, Mexico., to Alaska. Bering
Sea. and Japan. SIZE: Length to 7 feet
(218 cm). weight to 350 pounds (158.8 kg):
most caught are. much smaller than
this. COLOR. Olive green with three
longitudinal olive stripes on body. O Similar
in habits to the white sturgeon. although
less is known of its life history.
-

- SALMONIDAE: TROUT AND SALMON

12. CHINOOK SALMON spring.

king.
tyee. Quinnat. Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

(Walbaum). Young juveniles or "feeders’,
are sometimes called 'blackmouth.’
DISTRIBUTION: Southern Califorma to
Alaska and south on the Asiatic side to the
Afur River. USSR. also to northern
*+  Japan. SIZE: Record weight reported to
126%: pounds (57.4 kg): however. few are
caught over 50 pounds (22.7 kg). and most
average 18 to 25 pounds (8.2-11.3 kg) when
mature. COLOR: At sea. dark gray above
with silver sides and belly; black spots on
| back and both lobes of tail. gums at base of

t black. ) Most desirable of marige

gdmé fish in northern waters and subject o(

an extensive ocean trol fishery. Principal
fishing areas begin in the south off Pismo
Beach and Awila, Calif.. and extend into
southern Alaska. Fished primarily by

trolling with® dead bait or lures. and drift
* fishing with* live or frozen bait. Offshore_

fishing depth for this species is usually

greater than for other salmon species.

13. "COHO SALMON. silver salmon.
M siversides. salmon treut. Oncorhynchus
kisutch (Walbaum). DISTRIBUTION:

Coronado Islands, Mexico. to Alaska. and
south on the Asiatic side to Japan. SIZE:
Coho grow to a lefygth of 3 feet.(91 c¢cm) and
a weight of 30 pounds (13.6 kg) or possibly
more; most in tge sport:catch average less
than 10 pounds (4.5 kg). COLOR: At sea.
metallic blue green above: silver sides and
belly, small black spots on back. dorsal fin,
ahd upper lobe of tail fin: gums at base of
teeth white. (] Ocean trolling for coho
(“silvers) is most successful from near
Fort Bragg. Calif.. northward. although
some are caught in the San Francisco area
and a few are taken as far south as Point
Mugu. Calif.. area every year. Principal

__fisheries for this species are along the
coasts of Oregon. Washington. and Alaska.
Fishing téchmque used in jhe ocean is
much the same as for other salmon.

{ . 103
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14 PINK SALMON.” humpback sdalmon.
Oucorhynchus gorbuscha .(Walbaum)

DISTRIBUTION. Southern Califformd to
northwestern Alaska and along the Asiam
cqast. SIZE' Reported tg reach 2Y: feet
{76 cm) long and a maximum weight of
about 12 pounds (5.4 kg) Averages about 6
. ,pounds (2.7 kg) when mature. COLOR.
Metaltlic blue above. silvery on sides. oval
spots on tail and back with'many as large
or larger than eye diameter  Smallest of
the five species of salmon. Common to the
west coast. but usually not common south
of Oregon Major fisheries for this species
are 1n the Strait of Juan de Fm.\q. in Puget
Sound. and to the north. Pink salmgn
usually do not run very far upstream; most
spawn 1n the lower parts of rivers Thev
are unique amopg Pacific salmon 1n that all
fish mature at thé end of their second vear

Larger runs are reported in odd-numbered
years 1n Puget Sound area. in Alaska runs
ocdur “1n both odd- and even-numbered
vears, depending on specific area fished

o ——
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15. SOCKEYE SALMON, red sualmon,
blueback salmon. Oncorhynchus nerha
(Walbaum) DISTRIBUTION™ Southern
Oregon to ' northwestern Alaska  and
Asia. SIZE. Length reported up to 2': feet
(76 cm). weight up to about 5 to 7 pounds
(2.3-32 kg COLOR. Greenish blue ahove,
. with greemsh head: silvery on sides.  Best
fishing 1s from northern Oregon tu north-
western Alaska and Asia, Spawning season
lasts from March to August. major seasun
15 from June to August. Usually enters
rivers that are fed by lakes The sockeve
, salmon rarely takes a hook so 15 not a
- _ major contributor to the sport catch

Fl
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16. CHUM SALMON. dog salmon, fall
salmon. Oncorhynchus keta (Walbaum)
DISTRIBUTION: Southern Califormia  to
northwestern Alaska and Asia  SIZE
Lepgth up to 312 feet (107 cm): average
weight of 10 to 12 pounds (4.5-5.4'kg) when
mature. COLOR: In brackish or salt water.
fish are metallic blue above. sometimes
with fant* black specks: dark tips on
pectoral. anal. and caudal fins,.  Best
areas of fishmg are from Washington north
to off Britysh Columbia. near the inshore
areas along the Strait of Georgia, The chum
salmon appears in late summer and-fall in

Q ning schools. after spending usually into  saltwater  estuarine areas, SIZE attain  a length of 12 inches (30
EMC 3 to 5 years at sea. . Length reported to 3 feet (9% (m) and cm). COLOR Uniform light bluish. brown
e P AN
o Ed

TROUT
blueback, Columbia ,River trout. sedatrout,

172 "GUTTHROAL (sca-run).

Salifwo clarht Richardson.  DISTRIBUTION .

'_/\Ecl River, Cahf.. to southeastern Alaska,

b

with some runmng,mnto brackish and salt
waters from coastal streams: rarely n the
ocean off Calformia SIZE Length
reported up to 2% feet (76 ¢m). weights
usually runfrom 1 to 3 pounds (05-14
kgl  COLOR. Greemsh blue abave, silvery
on sides Identified by a reéd slash Tunder
lower jaw. bowever. this gmav not be
present 1 fish migratn® from salt
water. . ' Best fishing found nortH of the
Celumbia River 1n brackish-water areas.
Spawns February to ¥av 1in small coastal ©
streams,  voung. sometiunes  descend n
second or third vedar and usually remain in
estlaries for 1 or more vears before
A predator on voung

returmng to spawn
sdalmon in the spring

B -
“T8-_RAINBOW [ROUT. stedthead. sea-run
\rzunlm rout, s‘t-._gm'put. wlm(‘)’n, trout.

- ilversides, Sukmee  garrdnert Richard-

son USTRIBUTION. Northern Bdja

Califorma. Nlexico. to Alaska. Bering*Sea. .*

and Japan. with some running into salt

water. though not now common south of .

Point Conception SIZE Reported to reach , 2

313 feet (107 cm) long and 36 pqunds (18 3

kg) in weight; the usual catch 1s much

smaller. averdging under 10 pounds (4.3 -,

k) COLOR At sea. steeliblue above. with

silverv  sides, Taken 1n estuarine

areas of both large and small_streams:and
also off miver mouths Season for fishing
muost coastal streams 1s December through

March, usually best after winter rains’

result 1in a breakthrough of the “bar™ at the

mouth of the stream. In larger and cooler
rivers. spawmng run may start earher in
late summer or early fall Some steelhead
enter certain tribataries 1n  spring or

summer. and remain through the dry
season untld the following spring before
spawning This species spawns more than
once. some may return to spawn for a
second or third time. !
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. 19, DOLIY VARDEN, 1JYollv.: Oregon char.
redspotted trout, salmun trout. malma trout. 1
bull trout. seatrout. Sahelinus  malma.

{(Walbaum). DISTRIBUTION N‘orthern\
Califurma tu nurthwestern Alaska. runmng

~

o

mavmum  weight of 20 poundf (91 kg):
usual catch 11 to 3 pounds (05-1.4 kg) n
webt  and 15 to 20 ifches (38-51 cm)
long  COLOR Ohlve green to brown above
-with pale-vellow spots. orange-red spots on *°
sides Sea-run fish are sitvery { ' Gommon
to Puget, Sound and southeastern Alaska In
some streams there 1s a seaward migration
in spring and an upstream spawning

7 .

migration mZU‘
OSMERIDAE: SMELTS . '

20 SURF SMELT, day smelt. silver smelt,
surffish. Hypomestis® pretiosus (Girglrd). .
DISYRIBUTION- Long +Beach.” Cahf. "to ~ :
Prince  Willam Sound. Alaska. SIZE:

Maxtmum length 1s about 10 in¢hes (25 cm).
average catch s about 8 inches (20 ¢cm) or
less. .COLOR Light ohve green; sides
*silver  with ,purple hue .} Distinguished
from the night smelt by its small mouth.
which does not extend beyond a hine drawn |
vertically from the middle of the eye. Best |
areas for fishing are north of Montetey |
Bay. Calf, Surf smelt does not spawn south 1
of Scott Creek. Santa Cruz County. Calf. |
Shore spawning runs occur from March to
September during dayhght along sandy
shores near river mouths Surf smelt runs
are correlated with the tides. and fish are
usually caught with “A”-frame nets. In the
north they are taken by jigging from piers
in late winter.

starhsi  (Figk) " IUWSTRIBUTION  Pont
Arguello.  Calif . to  Shelikof Bay,
Alaskda. SIZE. Length reported to about 9

inches (23 «m). usual length of catch 1s
about 5 to 6 inches (13-15 cm). COLOR.
Sides silver. ohive green on back. . Similar
n many respects to $urf dmelt. but the
.mouth 1s larger and extends to below the
posterior edge of the.#ye. Common to sandy
shores (coarse sﬂd] ~from central
Cahformia f» coastak Washington. Night
smelt does not spawn south of Moss
Landing. Cahf. It appears to concentrate .in
much the same areas-as the-surf or day
smelt. but spawns during darkness. and
runs are. not ad)u?ted to tides. Method of :
capfure 1s similar to that used for the surf .
s'melt N v

|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
21, NIGHT SMELT. surffish. Spirnchus

? &

N

. = :

22 EULACHON. c¢andlefish.  hooligan.
smelt.  Thaleichthys  pactficus  (Richagd-
son) DISTRIBUTION” Bodega Bay. Calif..

to Bering Sea. Alaska SIZE Reported to




above. silverv on sides and belly,  Com-
mon to the coasts of Oregap. Washingtan..
«and Alaska. Fished with nets about mouths
“of nivers and inlets as'the fish mugrate
nshore tuspawn n rivers from Mad River.
Cahf.. narthward to Alaska (March. Apnl.
and May) 1t s a very oily fish. and called
candlefish becduse when dried and
threaded with a wick 1t may be used as a
candle ¥

K -

SMELTS OF LESS IMPORTANCE TO
‘THE MARINE ANGLER ‘;
£

23 ~ LONGFIN SMELT, Spininchus
thalewchthyvs [Ayres)  DISTRIBUTION  San
Francisco Bav. Cahf. to Prince Wilham
Sound. Alaska SHE To obout 6 mches
(15 «m) COLOR Sides siver with
hrownish  dorsal areas Spawns n
coastal rivers Tand (omposes a manor
portion of the sport smelt caxceh.

24 WHITEBAIT SMFLT. Allosmerus
elongatus  [Avres)  DISTRIBUTION  Sap
Pedro, Cahf.. to Strait of Juan de Fuca
COLOR -~ Sides silver

1sh
smelt. but hke the longfin, it composes a

mimnor portion of the total sport catch of

smelt Spawmng behavior not known

GADIDAE: CODFISHES

L »
25 PACIFIC COD. true (od  Gadus
maerocephalus  Tilesius  DISTRIBUTION
Santa Monica. Cahf. to° northwestern
" JAlaska and  Asia (Yellow Se®. SIZE

Length recorded to at least 334, feet (114
¢m) and  weight up to 40 pounds (1813
kg) COLOR Brownish gray ve fgdmg
to hghter below: brown spots on upper
parts: gdges of fins whife. . An excellent
food species comrionly available off the
coast ot northern Oregoh. Washington, and
Alaska. Migrates from deep to shallower
water., though usuallv caught in~water
deeper than 60 feet (18.3 m) Reported to
spawn 1n winter and n early spring, and 1s
abundant in coastal’waters at that time

.
26, PARIFIC  TOMCOD =pfictovadus

-proxumus  (Girard)  DISTRIBUTIQN. Powt
Sal.  Cahf. to Unakiska® lIsland,
Alaska - S)ZE« Usuallv less than 12 inches
Md 1 pound © 5 kg) 1n weight,
fish over 2 pounds, (0.9, kg) are very
rare  COLOR Ohve or browmsh above.
white on sides and helly. (Abundant from
San Franasco north and taken by pier.

jettv.  and, skiff anglers A goud  tood
y but sumetimes discarded bec ause

l: l{‘[cmll size

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

back  grotwe,
Sumlar s apgearance to the nl.:;:\

PACIFIC HAKE. Merluccaius productus N
(Ayres) DISTRIBUTION ' Gulf of Cali-
forma. Mexico. to Alaska_ and Asiatic
toast.  SIZE Record length to about 3 feet
(91 cm). most are 1 to 12 feet (30-46 cm)
long  COLOR. Gray to dysky brown. with a
brassy overtone . Sdmetimes taken off
Oregon and Washington while salmon
fishing 1n deep water. It 1s not a desirable
sport species, thaugh 1t 1s switable for »
eating 1f prepared wromptly -

27
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ATHERINIDAE: SILVERSIDES

28.

28

TACNSMELT.
\ Califorgien®s  Girard. DISTRIBUTION
Santa Mara Bav. Baja Califorma. Mexico. ©

smelt. Atherinopsis

to Yaquina Bav Oreg SIZE Reportgd to
reach a length of 22 inches (56 cm). most
fish ¢aught weight about 2 pound (02 kg)
Qor less.  COLOR' Dusky gteen above. sides

silvers, metalhc band edged above with

blue extends length of body .- Commonly_

found vear-round in bays and furfud-water

areas Usualiges ight 1" water of ®oss than

—~ = 100 feet | Known to spawn - bavs

) _— during win t ‘opring, somg¢timds n
s1zable” sc hbolgF One of the most abundgnt

.

species m  the ~catch of pier anglers n -

souithern and central California.

\

g

29..°-TOPSMELT. smelf. ArherTnops'afflme

(Avres) , DISTRIBUTION  Gulf of Cali- " |.

forma. Mexico. to Vancouver Island. British

Cclumbia.  SIZE- Length to_about 14,inches
i (36, cm). average weight about Vi #pound
(01 kg) COLOR: Bluish gray t bright ~

green above. snlvgry bglow: ‘metdlic band
edged above with blue or purple extends
general areas and habitats as. the
along the central California

coast
Distinguished from the

jacksmelt by

'
1
:
i<

placement of the first dorsal fin. which 1s
located farther back. the last rayd being
by gpposite the origin of the anal fin

L&

30 CALIFORNIA GRUNION. Leuresthes
¥ tenuws (Ayres) DISTRIBUTION Magdale-

na Bay. Baja California. Mexico. to San
| Frangiscd ;Bav.  Cahf ) SIZE. lLength to
. . :

108

\

«/\/“/—\s\\\,

jacksmelty Fairly &ommon in prer catches ™

'
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length of body. [ . Frequents ~the same. o]’

.

3

.

about 7 pches (18 cm): average weight to

about Y pound (0.1 kg) or less. COLOR: "
Blyish green aboye. .silver below, a lateral
metallic band tinged with blue and bor-
dered abeve with violet exjends length of
body. {1 A southern Calforma fish' not
common north of Point Conception. Tends to
range along sandy shoreline. usually 1n
water less than' 50 feet (152 m) deep Best
beaches for catching grunion are from Los .
Angeles south to Mexico™ Spawns from

Manrch throvgh August. Beaches tself

hetween waves to spayn at mght durning

high tides following the- first three to four

mghts after the fu}l and the dark of the

moan, L

.t
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PERCICHTHYIDAE: TEMPERATE
BASSES . :

BASS.
Morone sofatihis, (Walbaum).
BUTION. Descanso Point. Bala Califorma.
Mexico tolljarkley Sound. Bntish Colum-

rock bass.
DISTRI-

31 STRIPE striper.

. b
and 125 pdunds (56.7 kg) in the Atlantc.
Allstackle” record (Cuttyhunk. Mass.) 15 .72
poundg, (32.7 kg). with a length’ of 5412
inch 138 cm). In the Pacific. repgrted to
rewh about 4 feet (122 cm) and 90 pounds
(408 kg): »average- catch 1s .less than 10
pounds (4.5 kg). -COLOR. Browmsh green
-above; ry on sides and belly; seven or .
eight lateral stripes. [J Best fishing areas
are 1n San Francisco Bay and the.
Sacramento-San Joaquin®River. Delta area
‘where ‘it was introduced from ,the east
coast in 1879 Other good fishing spots are

found at Bay. Oreg.. where a separate *
~ populatig s established inself. This

species 'so mes ranges soyth and north
along the *toast from San Francisco in
summer during years, of high sea surface
temperatures. and is taken by surf anglers
as far south as qu'ierey Bay (occasionally

Morro Bay) and noztl %o the Russian River, *

Migrates from bays and upper fidal areas

into rivel systems, to_ spawn, ugually in
April-and May. . .

32 " GIANT ‘BASS. black sea hass.
Stereolepis yres. DISTRIBUTION:

. Gulf of California. Mexica. to Humboldt °

, Bay, Calif. SIZE:’Recorded up to over.500
pounds (226.8 kg) afdd over 7 feel (213 cm)
long. ,Alltackle record. for the Pacific

. (Anacapa Island.’ Calif,) is-568% pounds
(258.0 kg)., with a length of 7 feet 5 inches
(226 1 cm), Sqme lwe to-a very old age: a-
435-pound (197.3-kg) fish was (Tetenf*hed,to

* be between 72 and 75 years ,ol&/l
" COLOR: Dark brown to gray with blacki

s . o ¢
. Q.

SIZE.|Rgported up to 6 feet (183 cm) ¥
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@ fish. Nonmigrator

LR

ch‘

L4

hue above becoming highter below: juveniles
have dark spots on exdes. . In recent years
-the population level of this species 1s much
reduced n southern Califorma. Best fishing
' is found about Anacapa,lsland and near
kelp beds from La Jolla: Calhf. south along
Baja Califormia. Mexico. and 1n the Gulf of
California. Large fish, préfer rocky bottom.
just outside kelp beds and along drop offs
in wates 115 to 150 feet (35.1-45:7 m} deep
Small fish can be found over sandy areas
. around and in the kelp in shallower water
of about 40 to 70 feet (12.2-21.3 m) deep.

SERRANIDAE: SEA BASSES

¢

2
* 33, KELP BASS. calico bass.

bull bass.
Paralobras clathrotus (Girard) DIS- |

TRIBUTION: Magdalena Bav. .Baja Cabr

forma. Mexico. to Columbia River.

SIZE. Greatest weight recorded 1s 14'2

pounds (66 kg) and a length to®28 inches !

(71.cm). They are reported to attain an age |

of* 20 years or more. COLOR, Olhve or -

brownish above with sides w}ttled with |

angular’ lighter ¢shaded areasl. becoming ‘

silvery below: belly and fins tinged with |

yellow. {1 Common from Point Conception. l
Calif.. to Baja California. Mexico. 1n-coastal . T

kelp beds. A major,game species about kelp _ |

beds in southern @alifornia and a goed food .|

. spawning Apri through

«the fall in and wéar kelp over rough bottom. |
Distinguished from the,’ba;rziii‘sand bass |
that the third. fourth, a fifth )
spines aré_about the same length. whereas f
the third dorsal spine of the barred sand |
]

|

orsat™]

l}ass is much longer than 'the other spines

34. 7
/772523

sportendsanD BASS.
maculatofasciatus ($texndachner)
DISTRIBUTION: Gulf of Calforma and

'
34, Paralabrax

Mazatlan. Mexico. to Monterey Bay. #
Calif. SIZE: Length to about 22 inches (56
cm). COLOR: Greemsh to plive brown
above. becoming whitd below. with black
spats on body and fins. [} A _sandy-share -
and year-offshore specie southern |
Cahfo&i& Commonly caug bays and |
around harbor entrances.

-

i . -

35 BARRED SAND BASS. sand bass.
sugar .bass. ground bass. Parolobrax
nebulifer  (Orard)  DISTRIBUTIQN:
Magdalena Bay, Baja Califorma. Mexico. to
Santa Cruz. ‘Cal¥. SIZE. Length to about,
2512 inches (65 cm). COLOR. Dark gray to
greemsh brown on back. with vertical
irregular dusky bands: paler below. golden-
brown 9$pots on cheeks and snout.
[ Distinguished from the kelp bass by the

«long third dorsal spine Commonly caught

over nearshore sandy bottom flats. n bays.
and near kelp beds and rocky areas in
southern Cahforma* Best catches are
during summer. "

BRANCHIOSTEGIDAE: TILEFISHES

> P 2oy
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36. OCEAN WHLTEFISH. whiting. blan- -
quillo. Caulolatilus princeps (Jenyns).
DISTRIBUTION: Peru to Vaneouver Island,
British Columbia. SIZE. Weights recorded

.up fte 12 pounds {5.4 kg): however. 3 to 5

pounds (1.4-2.3 kg), 1s normal. COLOR:
Rich brown to yellowish on back becoming
hghter below with light spots on sides.
yellow edging on fins: d@rsal and anal fins
with blue stripe; pectoral bluish with yellow
stripe. (] Frequently caught from Point
Conception. Calhf.. south to off Mexico.
Usual depths of fishing are from 30 to 300
feet (9.1-91.4 m) over rocky bottom. Good
fishing around southern Cahforma islands,
and offshore banks such as Cortez rand
Tanner banks. Best fishing is spring

through fall. >

v . M ,
CARANGIDAE: * JACKS AND * POM-
PANOS :

37. YELLOWTAIL. juarel. white salmon.
amberjack. Seriola dorsalis (Gill).
DISTRIBUTION. Chile to; southern
Washington. SIZE. Usual weight about 10
to 20 popnds (4.5-9.1 kg): record fish in the
Califorma-Mexico area reported to about 5
feét (152 cm) long weighing 80 pounds (36.3
kg). All-tackle fecord for the Pacific (Bay of
Islands. New Zealand) is 111 pounds (50.3
kg} and 62 inches (157.5 cm} long. COLOR:
Bright metallhc blue to, brownish green
above. vellow lateral stripe from eye to

;

P .
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yellow tail; wdute below. [] A major sport
species mn southern California. froquently
taken at the Coronado Islands and}g'fl Baja
Calhforma. Mexica. as well as around
Catalina Island and around kelp beds off
San Diego north along the coast to the.
Santa Barbara Channel Islands It is a °
rugratory pelagic species. occurring during
summer_ and early fall i southerm__
Cahforma. ' >

“38. JACK MACKEREL. Spafsh mackerel.

horse mackerel. saurel. Trachurus sym-
metricus (Ayres). DISTRIBUTION: Bajg
California. Mexico. to southeastern Alaska.
and offshore out to, 500 miles. SIZE:
Length usuallyilto about 1 foot (30 cm):
reported to 32 inches (81 cm}). COLOR:
Irndescent bluish green.: mottled on back
‘becoming hghter\on sides and fading to
silvery below. L1.A° major commercial
species and an mportart sport fish mn
southern Califorma. Frequentty taken from
sport boats and sometimes from jetties and *
‘piers 1n southern California. In 1ts northern
‘range 1t 1s sometimes taken from prers. Best
fishing 1s July threugh September.

' .
CORYPHAENIDAE: DOLPHINS o

FEMALE

39. DOLPHIN. mahimahi. dorado. Cory-

phaeng hippurus Linnaeus. DIS-
TRIBUTION? Tropical and temperate seas.
Recorded off the west coastfrom Chile
north to off Grays Harbor. Wash. SIZE:
Alltackle record for the Atlantic (Spanish
Wells. Bahama Islands) is 85 pounds (38.6
kg) ‘and 69 inches long (175.3 cm). In the
Pacific. weight reported to 45 pounds (20.4
kg) and length ta 6 feet (183°cm). COLOR:
Brilhant blue or. blue green above; -sides
bright golden yellow spotted with bright-
blue and white-green spots: white be-
low. When dying. this fish will flash many
rapidly changing colors. {J During some
years having warmer watemey are taken
in fair numbers while surface trolling for
striped " marlin off San Diego. Calif. A
brilhantly colorad fish and an excellent
fighter.

. t
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POMADASYIDAE: GRUNTS

+40 SARGO.
dawvidson: (Steindachnerj.
Gulf of Cahfornia. Mexicd, to Santa Cruz.

chmna croaker. Anisotremus
DISTRIBUTION:

Calf.. rase °north Pomt Conception,
Cabf SIZE Reported to attain 23 inches
(58 cm) and 4 pounds (1 8 kg): however.
most angler-caught sargo are much smaller

. than this COLOR Siver with grayish
tinge un back, edge of gill cover black. dark
sput on base of fin, vertical ba¥ extending
down from mdddrsal fin 4rea. . Found
Jnearshore, and in bays. common to shallow
waters with rocky bottum. or about piers
Best fishing during summen

SCIAENIDAE: DRUMS

41  WHITE SEABASS. Catalina salmon.

seatrout. croaker. Cvnoscion nobilis
(Avres) DISTRIBUTION Magdalena Bay.
“Baja Cabforma. Mevico. to .Juneau. .

Alaska. SIZE Length to 5 feet 5% inches
(166.4 cm) and weight of 8334 pounds (380
kg)—an all-tackle record for a fish caught
near SangFelipe. Mexico Average catch 1s
5 to 25 pounds (2.3-11 3 kg). COLOR: Steel
blue te grav above with gold highlights.
silvery below Young have several dark
vertical bars. -3 A prized game fish and
excellent food species. Caught along the
coast northward from Baja Cahforma.(
Mexico. to central Califorma. Most, are
caught near the_mainlgnd shore over sandy
bottom .or around the edges of kelp beds.
also near th,e kelp beds about Catalina and
San Clemente 1slands. Young white seabass -
are commonly taken close to shore m
southern Calfornia '

42. YELLOWFIN CROAKER. Catalina

. croaker, Umbrino roncodor Jordan and
Gilbert  DISTRIBUTION, Gulf of Califorma,
Meuto, yto Point Conception, Calif. SIZE.
Length recorded to about 18 inches (46 cm)
dnd up to 3 pounds (1.4 kg). COLOR: Gray
to indescent blue. sometimes meyallic green
Q brassy luster above. shading to

E lehlte below;: wavy lines' on sides .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

s

- - :
deep olive: "fins, mostly yellow. {7 Usually
caught n ghallow water over sandy bottom’
in the surt zone. and 1n bays and sloughs. It
1$ a migratory species. and best fishing 1s 1n
late summer. especially at Newport Beach
and San Onofre. Calif

43. CALIFORNIA CORBINA. corvina.
Califorma whiting, surffish. Menticirrhus
undulotus  (Girard) DISTRIBUTION: Gulf
of California. Mexico. to Polt Conception,
, Cabf SIZE Reaches a length of about 2V
feet (76 cm) or more and 1s feported to
reach a weight of 8 pounds (3.6
kg), COLOR @Gray to steel blue with
silfery luster on back. paling to white
below. sometimes has a wavy diggonal line
on sides. " The corbma 1s a surf-zone
species common from Point Conception

sofith along sandy shores The area from
Long Beach (Belmont Shores) to San Diego
15 reported to have the best fishing Corbina
are found inshore during summer and are
believed to range into deeper water during
winter. Best Tishing 1s July to October. An
excellent food species. M

.+ 44 SPOTFIN CROAKER. golden croaker.

t
|

|
|
i
|

. pectoral

Roncador steornst (Steindachner). DIS-
TRIBUTION: Mazatlan. Mexico. to Point
Conception. Calf. SIZE; Reported to reach
a length of at least 27 inches (69 cm) and a
weight of 1012 pounds (4.8 kg). COLOR:
Silver gray with bluish luster above.
becoming white below. dark spot at base of
fin. ] This species ‘is common
south of the San Pedro-Long Beach. Calif..
area and is.fished along sandy beaches and
in bays. Known to' congregat®t in *‘holes"

outside the surf zone. Spawns offshore in -

summer- and tends to be a coastal

. migratory species. Late summer is_best time
for fishing." * .
e

45. WHITE CROAKER. kingfish. tomcod.
roncky. Genyonemus lneotus (Ayres).’
DISTRXB;;ION Magdalena Bay. Baja

Calforniay’ Mexico, to Vancouver Island.
British Columbia  SIZE: Average weight of
angler catch is usually less than 1 pound
(0.5 kg). Largest recorded size was 15%
inches (39 cm) and about 1% pounds (0.7

110 -
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kg).” COLOR: " Silver with a brownish

brassy Jwster above. becoming lighter
below; fins yellowish (except pelvics).
(JAbundant in shallow bays and

, ‘lagoons from San Francisco. Calif.. south.
Also taken in ang just outside the surf zone
over sandy bottom. usually at depths of 10

fo 60 feet (3,0-18.3 m); seldom caught at-

depths over 200 feet (61.0 m). Good food
fish though small in size.

-
46 QUEENFISH. herring. Seriphué politus

Ayres. DISTRIBUTION: Off -Magdalena
Bay, Baja Califorma, Mexico. .to Yaquina
Bay. - Oreg. Rare north of Monterey.
Calif. SIZE. Reaches a length of 1 foot (30
cm). COLOR. Bluish above. silvery below:
fins yellowish. (7 Known to occur n schools
n shallow:water areas over sandy hottom.
Common in bays and ¥oughs. Not"a par-
ticularly desirable sport species: however,
it provides considerable recreation to the
southern Califorma angler

47y BLACK CROAKER. black bass. ,blue
bass. china croaker, Chetlotremo soturnum
(Girard). DISTRIBUTIONgMaggdalena Bay.
Baja Calhforma. Mexico. to Point Con-
ception, Calf. SIZE Length to about 15
inches (38 cm). COLOR: Adults are bluish
or dusky black with a coppery sheen above;
silver below with dark specks: gill cover
edged with\ black: pelvic Tins black.
rare and taken .only
irregularly by southern California anglers.

2

~KYPHOSIDAE: SEA CHUBS

perch. blue
Medioluno. californiensis (Stein-
dachner). DISTRIBUTION: Gulf of Cal-
fornia. Mexico to Klamath River.
Calbf. SIZE: Maximum recorded length is
19 inches (48 cm) with a weight to near 5
pounds (2.3 kg). although the usual catch is
much smaller in size. COLOR:”Slate
colored to dark blue above. becoming paler
blue and mottled on sides and below. [J A
popular fish with tho rocky shore angler.
Best fishing is along the coast of seuthern
California and about 1its offshore islands.
Common to rocky shores and kelp beds.
Best depths for fishing are from near the
surface to 100 feet (30.5 m).

48." HALFMOON, Cataln};\a

perch.

3 ’
A,
A
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peJrch- black

t;lue-eye
perch. button-perch. Catalina perch. blue

49. OPALEYE.

bass, blacksmith. Girella nigricans
(Ayres). DISTRIBUTION Cape San Lucas.
Baja .Cahforma. Mexico. 0 San Francisco.
Calif, SIZE: JRecord size reported to be
about 25% inches (64 cm) and weigh} to
13% podnds}(ﬁ.l kg): average size 1s less
than 4 pounds (1.8 kg). COLOR: Greemish
blue to olive above. becoming paler belaw;

eye opalescent blue green: young with one ¢

orsal fin. (] Best fishing- areas are.south

of Point Conception, Cahf.. near rocky
areas located near kelp beds. Common from
the surface to &bout 60,to 100 feet (18.3-
305 m) below,the surface. Spawns during
April. May. and June”

ﬁ two white spots on back at base of

EMBIOTOCIDAE: SURFPERCHES

- ¥

50. REDTAIL SURFPERCH. porgy. Amphi-

stichus rhodoterus (Agasswz). DIS-
TRIBUTION Monterey Bay. Calf . to
Vancouyer Island. British Columba. SIZE.
Length reported up to 16 inches (41
cm) COLOR: Light olive green above.
. silver sides and belly: orange to brassy
bars alternating across lateral hne, light
red to purple caudal. anal. and pelvic
- fins. | ; Primanly a shndy-shore species.
- . » abundant in,the surf zone from northern
California northward. Best catches around
the mouths of streams and during spring.
Sometimes taken from piers and jetties gear
nlets.

.51. BARRED SURFPERCH. Amphistichus
argenteus Agassiz. DISTRIBUTION. Playa

Maria Bay. Baja Califorma. Mexico. to

." Bodega Bay. Calif. SIZE. Usual size caught

by the angler is 1 to 2 pounds (0.5-0.9 kg)

with a record catch of 17 inches (43 cm)

and 4% pounds (2.0 kg). COLOR Olive

= " green to yellow green on back. sivery
@ ~w: vertical ,bars on sides with in-

E lC‘litteﬂj spots. [J The major surf sp'ecies

I.W -

l
|

?

¢

in southern California: most abundant along

the coast from Morro Bay. Calif.. south into
Mexico. A very mportant game fish in the
sandy surf zone where it congregates in

bottom * depressions. Shore fishing is best .

from Becember to March.

52 CALICO (SURFPERCH, Amplustichus
hoelzt (Hubbe)™ DISTRIBUTION. Northern

/ Baja California. Mexico. to Sht Shi Beach.

Wash. SIZE. ~ Average weight 1s near 1
pound (0.5 kg): maximum recorded length 1s
over 11 inches (28 cm) COLOR' Light ohve

-above. fading to silver below: browmsh

specks forming irregular crossbars,
sometimes brassy luster on head and
belly {’ Common in central Cahforma from
Morro Bay to the San Francisco area.
Beaches in the Monterey Bay area are.
reported to offer excellent fishing for this
species Caught in the sandy surf zone and

\frequently appears in the pier catch.

53. WALLEYE SURFPERCH.
sopon argenteum .Gibbons.
BUTION. Poifit

Britsh Columbiay SJZE. Usual length 1s
from 4" to 6 inches (£0-15 cm) with a record
length of about 12 inches (30 cm). Average
weight is a hittle over % pound (0.1
kgl COLOR: Metallic gray above fading té
silver on sides and belly: .dusky bars
sometimés present on sides; usually
dentified by its largfe eyes and black-tipped
pelvic fins. [J Found” mostly over sandy
bottom near rocky areas. Probably the most
abundant surfperch common to the apen
rocky caast and in bays. A shallow-water
species and a dominant one 1 pier catches.

A .
A

Hyperpro- .
DISTRI-
San, Rosarito. . Baja

Cahforma. Mexicg. to Vancouver Island.

54. SILYER SURFPERCH, silver perch.
Hyperprosopon. ellipticum (Gibbons).
DISTRIBUTION. Rio San Vicente. Baja
Cahformia. Mexico. to Vancouver Island.
British Columpia. SIZE: Reaches a
maximum length’ of about 102 inches {27
cm). Most. catches are much smaller and
average weight is about one-tenth of 1
ound (0.05 kg). COLOR: Metallic dark
%ay above. gilver on sides and belly: dusky
rs on sides: tail usually pink. (0 This
small surfperch is another sandy-shore
specigg' taken by surf anglers. Smmilar in
appedrance to the walleye surfperch:
howgver, 1t does not have blgck-tipped
pelvic fins.

55. BLACK SURFPERCH. black perch. bay

perch, ‘Embiotoca jacksom: Agassiz.
DISTRIBUTION. Point Abreojos. Baja
Califorma. Mexico. to Fort Bragg. ’
Calif. SIZE' Usual weight about % pound.
(0.3 kg): known to reach a length of 15%
inches (39 cm). COLOR: Variable. dark
olive green to light reddish brown
sometimes tinged with red or yellow: oc-
casionally with blue stripes formed by small
blue.crescents in the middle of each scale:
anal and pelvic fins often reddish
orange. (1 Comnion to rocky coasts near
kelp areas: a]so found around piers. pilings.
and_n_ coastal bays. A shallow-water

spécies. only rarely taken in sandy surf. *

56. STRIPED
lateralis Agassiz. DISTRIBUTION: Point
Cabras, Baja California. Mexico. to Port.
Wrangel. Alaskas SIZE: Averdge weight
little over 1 pound (0.5 kg): maximum length
recorded 15 inches (38 cm). COLOR: Red.

SURFPERCH. Embiotoca

*blue. and yellow stripes along scale rows

over coppery background on body: head
with blue spots” and stripes: pelvic fins
dusky. [} This colorful surfperch is com-
monly caught around rocky shores. near
pilings. or ugulkheads in bays; frequently

s




found m kelp hed dreas An mportant sport = |

species  along  the northern  Cabfornia,

64 SHARPNOSE.SURFPERCH. -Phanervdon

r)
central dnd  southern Califurmg and s
atfipes  {Jordan and Gilbert)’ DIS-

usudlly caught from plers in bays. ur off,

Oregon. Wushington, and British Columtna jetties at harbur entrances. generally over ~IRIBUTION San Benito [stand. Baja

coasts, sandy bottom, - California. Mexico. to Bodega Bay.

~ - ) Calif. SIZE: Length to 12'%: inches (32

cm)  COLOR. Silvery with dusky speckhing *
on back: thin black Jine at base of soft .
dorsal fin, pelvic fins white. [J Similar n
abpearance to'the white surfperch.
65 PINK SURFPERCH. Zglembius rosaceus
{lordan and Gilbert). RISTRIBUTION San
Cristabal Bay. Baja California. Mexico. to
central Califorma. SIZE: Length s .
reported to be to 8 inches (20
cm). COLOR: Distinguished by its rosy-red
coloration: pink brown on upper body: two
brown spots under the dorsal fin.[1JA

57 . RUBBERLIP SURFPERGH. Rhacorhilus 60 RAINBOW (SURFPERCH. [Piypsurus

toxotes  Agassiz. DIJTRIBUTION  Turtle caryt  [Agassiz) DISTRIBUTION = Santo deepwater species (30-300 feet or 9.1-91 4

Bav_. Baja Califorma. Mexico. to Russian | Tomas. Baja Califorma. Mexico. ta Cape m). N

?;,ld"'c};m‘f HS}IZE )Le?‘%?oﬁger%{de(’ib‘lto © Mendocino. Cahf SIZE Average weight . “ v
@ inchgs tmj UL anable. 1 ghout 'z pound {02 kg): known to reach a '

often bro o dusky blue above. shading ! length of 16 inches (41 cm) COLOR Vivid

to tamsh silverton bellv. fins dark except

LABRIDAE: WRASSES *
for pectorals. which are often pale brange, . , ’

horizontal stripes of red. orange. and blue
ofn sides: irregular streaks of sky blue and

or yellow: lLips are a distinctive hght
pink  An excellent food speciey, and one
of the more-desirable of the surfperches
Central and southern Califormia are the
best fishing areas Found near rockv areas
and 1 bavs around pilings or other un-
derwater structures. .

58. .P[’LE SURFPERCH. Damalichthys vacca

{Gigard) DISTRIBUTION
Island. Baja Calforma. Mexico. to Port
Wrangel. Alaska. SIZE Average weight is
about 1'4+ pounds (06 kg). maxuimum
‘recorded length is shghtly over 17 inches
(43 (m) COLOR Variable. from brown to
gray black above. silvery to dusky on sides.
dark vertical bar on midbody. fins dusky
tipped " This species i1s common. as its °
name indicates. to pilings. piers. and other
shallow-water obstructions in (oastal bays.
Sometimes 1t is taken from kelp ameas and
near rocky shores Best fishing areas are
found north of Point Conception to Van-
couver Island. British Columbia.

%0\

s e o
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' 59  WHITE SURFPERCH. Phanerodon
furcatus  Girard. DISTR!BUT!O“N.,{ Point
Cabras. Baja Calfornia. Mexico. to Van-
couver Island. Brtish™ Columbia. SIZE
Length up to 1 foot {30 cm}. average weight
about 'z pound {02 kg) COLOR Silvery
with dusky speckling on back. sometimes
with a rosy-orange’ luster. fins yeHowish

' Q th dusky edge on tail’fin. hlack line

E lC\se of soft dorsal fin. . Common to,

p

Guadalupe /

anale

orange on head. pelvic fins bright blue and
red orange Found n rocky areas along
the open coast and 1n bays in California.
Few are-taught south of the Los Angeles
darea  Similar to black perch in that they
are rarelv caught in sandy surf areas

61 SHINER SURFPERCH. vyellow shiner.

Cymatogaster  aggregatg  Gibbons. DIS-
TRIBUTION Sgn Quintin Bay. Baja Cal-
ifornia. Mexico ‘to Port Wrangel. Alas-
ka SIZE Usually less than 4 inches
{t0 cm) long Maximum weight about 12

pound™0 2 kg). length abaut 8 inches (20 *

cm) COLOR Dusky back withmsides and
belly silver, three vertical - yellow bars
below lateral line, " Abundant and ofie of
the most easily caught surfperch. Ranges
from nearshore to depths of over 200 feet
{61 m). more common to shatlow inshore
areas around piers and pilings énd near eel
grass sloughs. s

-~
SURFPERCHES OF LES'S\IMPORTANCE
TO THE MARINE ANGLER' ,

62. KELP SURFPERCH. Brachyistius
freratus Gill. DISTRIBUTION. Turtle Bay.
Baja Calformia. Mexico. td ~Vancouver
Island. British Columbia. SIZE. Length
about 8'4 inches {22 cm) COLOR: Golden
brown to reddish brown on back. becoming
cepper red below: fins Light'red '~ A minor
game species. found off rocky eoasts in kelp
beds. .

63 SPOTFIN SURFPERCH. Hyperprosopon
Agassiz. DISTRIBUTION  Blanca
Bay. Baja Cahforma. Mexico. to Seal Rock.
Oreg SIZE Length towgr{ inches (15
«m) COLOR Bady silver 1 dusky color
on ,back. two large black spdfs on dorsal
and anal fins  Taken occasionally by
anglers, but generally of minor_importance

112

66. CALIFORNIA SHEEPHEAD. ' redfish. .
humpy. fathead. Pimelometopon pulchrum
{Ayres). DISTRIBUYION. Gulf of Cal-
forma. Mexico. to Monterey Bay. Calif..
uncommon north eof Point Conception.
Calif. SIZE:*Length to about 3 feet (91 cm)
and weight up to 36% pounds {16.4
kg). COLOR Adult tnales have a black
» head and tail and .a red band on the
midsettign. chin 1s white on both sexes.
Adult females are dull red or brownish
red. ., Best fishing is in coastal kelp beds
and ahout the offshore islands south of
Point Conception at-depths of 50 to 100 feet
{15.2-30.5 m). A fatty hump develops on the
male’s forehead ‘during breeding season.

*

WRASSES OF LESS IMPORTANCE TO
THE MARINE ANGLER -
- s

-

@

67. ROCK WRARSE. Hahchoeres sem-
cingtus {Ayres). DISTRIBUTION: Gulf of
Cahformia. Mexico. to Point Conception.
Calif. SIZE' Length reported up to 5 inches
{13 cm). COLOR. Greenish brown: dusky
vertical _bars, male with dark-blue bar
under &oml fin [1Found over rocky
bottom. but'is' of minor mportance to sport
anglers. -if not undesirable. due to its habit
of snatching baut from the hook.

68. SENORITA. Oxyjulis zuhformca
(Gunther) DISTRIBUTION Central Bgja
Califormia.  Mexico. to central Califor- |
nia. SIZE. Length to 10 nches (25
. cm) COLOR. Reddish orange above.

yellow below. black area on caudal fin
base. [ ] A long slelnder wrasse. very,




. o .
. .
abundant within 1ts range. butﬁ@‘the rock
wrasse, gs considered a pest becaudat
often steals bait intendey for ‘more .
desifable species. % o-

L3

SPHYRAENIDAE: BARRACUUkS

3
PACIFIC
barracuda
argenteo
San Lucas.,
Kodiak ‘Island. Alaska. however.

69 BARRACUDA. ‘California
séaoter. barry Sphyraena
Girard. DISTRIBUTION Cape
Baja Californa. Mexico. te
it 1S not
common north of Point Conception.
Calif. SIZE. Record -weight 1s reported to
be about 18 pounds (8 2 kg). and a length of

about 4 feet’ (122 cm]. COLOR: Grayish

black with % blue tinge on back. and silvery
« or white *on sides and belly: tail,
vellowish. 7 A major game species 1n

southern Californmia. and sometimes caught
farther north off Awila. Cahf. in summer.
Usuallv caught by trolling or casting lLive
bait near the mainland coast or.about the
southern Calfornia islands. Summer 1s the
best fishing season 'Young fish are usually
found closer to shore than thg adults

AL

4 -
STICHAEIDAE: PRICKLEBACKS

70. MONKEYFACE .PRICKLEBACK.
monkeyface eel. blenny eel. Cebdichthys
violaceus (Girard). DISTRIBUTION San
Qunntin Bay.:Baja Calfornia. “Mexico. to
Crescent’ City. Calf. SIZE. Length to 30
nches (76 cm) COLOR. Umiform dull-
black.
sides: two 'dark bars below eye. L. Common
m rocky intertidal areas out to'80 feet (24.4
m), ithabiturg deep rocky pools between the
tide lines in crevices or hofs.in the focks.
Algae seems to be its primary foo

although 1t -also will take shrimp and ot

marine mvertebrates Most are caight by
poke-polers—anglers who poke *a baited’
hook into tide-pool crevices during low tide.

i

SCOMBRIDAE:
TUNAS

MACKERELS A|7n

" ALBACORE.

71 longfin tuna. Thunnus
alalunga  (Bonnaterre). DISTRIBUTION.
Temperate waters of the Atlantic Ocean. in
@  Pacific Ocean. from Gualdlupe Island.

, (hdt

;
i

<

] .

1

sometimes Wwith reddxsh _spots on .

i

.

] .

Alaska. SIZE Reported to reach a length
(of 8 "feet (152 cm) and a weight ¢f 93
pounds (42.2 kg) A” record sport-caught fish
off Calfornia coast was reported to weigh
664 pounds (30.0 kg). All -tackle record for
_a fish caught off Cape Point.. South Africa.
+ weighed 70 pounds (31 8 kg) with a length
of 50% inches (128.3 cm). COLOR’ Dark

.
)

steel blue or gray blue on ‘*back becommg .

B stlver gray onsides and belly: narrow-white
. border on caudal fin: (] Best sport fishin
18" July through Septeniber (Augus} best%
offshore in southern Califorma. Some spart
. zmglers fish for albacore off gentrgl ahd
nor‘therm Cahformia and Oregon in August
and September’ Albacore is a -migratory
pelagic- species that tewds to inhaht the
clearer offshore Califorma Cusrent waters
e  outside the greemsh-colored
nearshore &pastal wWaters.

YELLOWFIN

Thunnus albacares (Bonnaterre) DIS-
TRIBUTIQN.~ Cosmopolitar\ 1in tropical and

72. TUNA. Allison * tuna,

subtropical seas. Hawaii Islands, east-
ern }}Q)Cifl(‘ from Chile’ to Point Buchon,
Gahf “SIZE- Reported to 450 pounds (204.t
kg): however. catches are rarely over 125
pounds (56.7 kg). All-tackle rfecord in the
Pacific, {San Benedicto Island. Mexico) is
308 pounds (139.7, kg). with a length of 84
inches (213.4 cm). -COLOK. Dark metallic
blue abole. fading into silver gray below:
ifidescent yellow band running from head
to tall. Fins lengthen with age and are
tinged with yellow. Irregular white dots
form bars on belly of younger fish. (] Fhis
species rarely enters the sport fishery off
southern California 1n the summer. and
# then only during years having very high sea *
surface temperatures. Although not often
Saught off southern Cahforma. it s much
sought after by U.S: anglers off the coast of
" Mexico.

*

¢

BLUEFIN TUNA. - Thunnus thynnus.
{(Temminck and Schlegel).

- 73.
orientalis
DISTRIBUTION: In the eastern Pacific frofn -
Peru to Shelikof Straits. Alaska. and west

to Asia (Kuril Islands). SIZE: Recorded
weight to 297 pounds (134.7 kg) 1n Pacific,
however, most angler-gaught bluefin are in
the “range of 10 to 40 pounds (4.5-18.1
kg)l. COLOR: Deep blue above. silvery on
sides and' white below: irregular white +
spots on belly. {71 Excellent game species.
sometimes taken off southern Cahfornia in
summer. though not in great numbers. A
pelagic schooling species. with popular
fishing areas off Santa Monica Bay and
Oceanside. Calif.. and about Catalina. San

" . BUTION: Baja California

* sides and b

74.
chiliensis lineolata (Girard). DISTRI-
to Gulf of
Algska. SIZE: Reported to reach a weight
of 25 pounds {11.3 kg) and a length of 40

PACIFIC BONITO. bonehead. Sarda

inches (102 cm): however. the usual-weight

of sport-caught bonmito 1s 1 to 4 pounds (1.8
kg and under). COLOR: Metallic blue
green to violet on back. fading to silver on
w; dark oblique stripes on
back. [} A pélagic. mgratory schooling
speciés commonly caught bys trolling and
live bait casting off southern California
during summer and fall. Trolling 1s best off
kelp beds and along the coast from Pomt
Dume to La Jolla. Calif.. and about Catahna.
San Clemente. and.the Coronado islands.
Successful fishing depends on higher sea
temperatures ?ff southern California. .
s

75. CHUB MACKEREL. Pacific mackerel.
a. greenback: striped mackerel.
Scomber  japomicus  Houttuyn. DISTRI-

BUTION: Chile to the Gulf of Alaska
and transpacific. SIZE: Average -size of
fish caught by anglegs is about 1 pound (0.5
kg). The record length is reported to be 25
inches (64 cm) and a weight of near 6¥2

-

pounds (2.9 kgkh COLOR: Dark green to

blue above with dark wavy bars on bhack.
shading into iridescent silvery on
sides. [] A pelagic schooling species
commonly caught near the coast off
southern California. Fishing 1s good all year
when abundant; howevers the Pacific
mackerel resource is now at a low level
and catches -are reduced. Best flshmg is in
summer and fall.

XIPHIIDAE: SWORDFISHES

76.
gladius
. Worldwide 1n warm seas: from Chile to

SWORDFISH.
Linnaeus

broadbill. Xiphias
DISTRIBUTION:

Oregon in the eastern Pacific. SIZE. The
weight of most swordfish caught off
southern Cahforma by anglers 1s within the
range of 150 to 300 pounds’(68.1-136.1 kg).
Alltackle record in the Pacfic (Iquque.
Chile) is 11182 pounds (536.2 kg) with -a
length of 14 feet 11 inches (454.8
cm) COLOR Iark gtay above. fading to
silver gray or gray yellow on belly. (] In
southern California. this excellent food fish

— e b

EMCJ Cahforma. Mexico. to southeast

lemente. and the Coronado 1slands.

= I T ]

harpooned commercially and taken by



“ - spor{ anglers during summer into fall b
.hook, and hine. It 13 usually ussociated with
islands~and banks. mouths of undersea
canyons. and steep - submarine ridges.
Swordfishing 1s becoming a popular sport

- off southern California. .

ISTIOPHORIDAE: BILLFISHES

s .
1\ 77. STRIPED MARLIN, Tétrapturus audax
(Philipp}  DISTRIBUTION Throughout,the
warmer waters of thé Indian and Paaific
oceans. In the eastern Pacific from Chile to
Point; Conception. Calif SIZE* Known to
weach a weght of 350 pounds (158.8 kg)
and a length of 12 feet (366 cm). Average
weight of fish caught off San Diego 15 110 to
140 pounds (49.9-63.5 kg). All-tackle record
in the Pacific (Cape Brett. New Zcaland) 1s
394 pounds (178 7 kg) with a length of 134
inches (3404 cm] COLOR: Dark purphsh
blue above. fading to silvery below: dorsal

ahd anal fin cobalt blue. sides with lighs~

blue stripes. [ This species is pelagic in
habitat and 1s found thiroughout the tropical
and subtropical Pacific This 1s the major
billfish species caught off southern
Califorma during summer and f{all (md-
August. to fmd-September usually best).
Caught by trolhing baits or lures.
—\ 2

STROMATEIDAE: BUTTERFISHES

78. 'PACIFIC POMPANO, butterfish.

Peprilus . simillimu (Ayres)
TRIBUTION- Magdalena Bay. Baja
Cahfornia. Mexico. t

River. British Columbja
about 11 inches (28
Iridescent silver green on back. becoming
silvery on sides and belly T Commonly
caught off southern and central Califorma
throughout the year. Usaally found over
sandy bottom. Frequently caught an bays
during late summer and fall. offshore in
deeper water for the rest of the year. An
excellent food species.

. -

SIZE. Length to

E

DIS-

cm).. COLOR '

the mouth of Fraser _

79. BLUE ROCKFISH. priestfish. bluefish.
blue perch. Sebastes mystimus {Jordan and
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION. Point Santo
Tomas. Baja California. Mexico. to Bering
Sea. Alaska. SIZE: Record length 1S near
21 inches (53 cm). most catches are less
than 15 inches (38 cm). COLOR: Dark blue
aboye. shading to hghter below with light-
blue motthng. fins gniformly blackih, _
Young are reddish up %o 2% inches (6 cm)
long (' Often gopfused with black rock-
fish. but distinguished by the slanted or
straight anal fin. and absence of spots on
dorsal fin A shallow-water species usually |
found around/rocky or kelp areas: however.
they do range in depth to’ 200 or 30Q feet
(61 0-91 4 m). Best fishing from central !
California ports. such as Morro Bay and
Monterey Bay and north to off Oregon and
Washington. . - :

|

A .
ROCKFISH.  black snapper.

80 BLACK
black bass. bass rockfish. nero. cherna,

Sebastes - melanops  Girard.  DIS-
TRIBUTION: Paradise Cove. Calf.. to
Amchitka Island. Alaska. SIZE: Usu

weight aof adults ranges to about 3 pounds
(1 4 kg) and length is reported up to 23%

!

|

inchies (60 cm). LCOLOR. Black with gray ~
!

!

mottling an sides shading to a white belly.
black spots above the base of the spiny
dorsal fin. fins dark gray. [_ Often confused
with the blue rockfish, but distinguished
from it by the large mouth. rounded anal
fin. and spots on dorsal fin._This species 1s
abundant off northern California and
Oregon. frequenting shallow-water reefs
and commonly caught around kelp beds. It
18 sometimes' taken by salmon trolling over
deep offshore rocky areas
4

,81. COPPEJ ROCKFISH. Sebastes caurinus
Richardsort.  DISTRIBUTION:* Monterey,

Calif., to Kenai Penminsula. Alaska. SIZE:

Record length reposted to be gbout 224
- Inches (57 cm). Average weight is about 2%2
pounds (1.1 kg). COLOR: Dark elive or
brown back with darker mottlings. all over
a coppery-brown tinge with a pale stripe
along lateral line of rear two-thirds of body.
Very simlar to the whitebelly rockfish.

Sebastes vexillaris. which daffers shghtly in .

coloration and has a more southerly range
(San Bemto Islands. Baja Californa. north
to Crescent City. Calif.). [J Young inhabit
shallow Wwater, adults deeper water.
Common off the coast of .northern

Cabforma. Oregon. and Washington to the
Strait of Georgia. British Columbia. :

N
82. OLIVE ROCKFISH. kelp yellowtail. kelp
salmon. bass rockfish. sugar bass. Sebastes
serranoides (Eigenmann and Eigen-
mann}. DISTRIBUTION. " San Benito
Islands. Baja Cahfornia. Mexico. to Redding
Rock. Calif. SIZE: Reported to reach a
length of 24 incﬁ‘es (61 cm): usual length is
6 to 12 inches Y15-30 cm} and weight 154

“usually less than 2. pounds (0.9
kg). COLOR: Olive brown above. fading to
lighter on belly: whitish blotches on back
under dorsal fin. (] Common to shallow
water (50-100 feet or 15.2-30.5 m) around
kelp beds and rocky bottom areas. Good -
fishing from central Califorma south. Best
fishing is alang Qle soythern California
coast and about the offshore islands. Often
confused with the yellowtgﬁ%\kockflsh and
kelp bass: however. if the nurfber of soft
rays 1n the anal fin 1ssnine (instead of six to
eight) 1t 1s very probably an olive rockfish.
See also kelp bass for differences 1n dorsal
fin, shape. .

83. KELP ROCKFISH. gopher rockfish.
garrupa. Sebastes atrovirens (Jordan afd
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION: _Pbint San Pablo,
Baja California, Mexico. to Timber Covg,
Calif. SIZE: Usual weight is about 1 pound

'

“ s

M




{0.5 kg): maximum len;‘h 15 reported to be
near ‘17 inches (43 cm) COLOR: Mottled
« olive brown over hghter shddes. throat
yellow:_head and body covered with dark
Y, sspeckiss. 00 As its name imples. this
; species is common around kelp beds .and
also found around rocky reefs. Younger fish
are usually caught farther inshore in
shallower water than the adults
Distingmshpd from the grass rockfish by the_
long gill raiers which are long and slender.
not short and stubby as those of the grass
rockfish. .

P

- q - .
84. GRASS ROCKFISH. kelp rockfish.
__—-scomeda. Sebastes rastrelliger (Jordan and-

Gilbert). 'DISTRIBUTION: Playa Mana
Bay. Baja Calforma. Mexico. to Yaquina
Bay. Oreg.‘ SIZE: Wgjght 1s "usually less,
than 2 pounds {o.9 kg&vith a redord length
reported to be abt¥ut 22 nches (56
cm). COLOR: Dark green with light-green
motthing above with hghter green or brown "~
below: fins olhve grgkn with pelvic and |
+  pegtoral fins tipped Wih red. (! Sometimes 1
confused with the ke® rockfish (See kelp
rockfish for distingmishing characters.) This
species 1s takenh along the coast in shallow
waters with best fishing off’ central
- Cahforma southward along the coast.
Commonly caught in waters of 100 feet
-(30.5 m) or less. over or near kelp beds ér
tocky areas. The young are frequently
caught from.piers.

YELLOWTAIL .ROCKFISH.
snapper. ‘giolo. gialoto: cherne. yellowtail.
Sebastes ﬂay‘.dus (Ayres). DISTRIBUTION:

85. green

. San Diego. " Calif.. to » Kodiak Island.
Alaska. SIZE' Average “weight about 1%
to 2 pounds (0.7+0.9 kg). length reported to
26 inches (66- cm). COLOR: Mottled
grayish’ brown above ‘shading . whitg on
belly: fins dusky yellow with tail fin tipped

¢  with bright yellow: tips of lower pectoral
fin tinged with pink. (] Distinguished from
olive rockfish by the eight soft rays m anal
fin. and by presence of fine reddish-brown

speckling on sce;l:/s?hve rockfish almost
always have ni oft anal rays and no

specklh Sides, An importan{ game fish
species. off the central California coast and
to the north. Inhabits predominantly
‘ deepwater reefs. . ~ .
'
Q
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86 CHINA ROCKFISH. cefalutano. gopher.
Sebastes nebulosus Ayres. DISTRI-
BUTION. San Miguel Island. Calif.. north to
southeastern Alaska. SIZE; Average
weight about 2 pounds (0.9 kg): record
length to 17 inches (43 cm). COLOR:
Broad, bright yellowish stripe from dorsal
fin area along lateral hne on each side of
blue-black body. with white spot-
ting. (] Occurs nearshore and 1n water
depths of 120 feet (36.6 m) or*less. Catight’
over rocky bottom. sgmetimes in association
with gopher. kelp. and grass rockfishes. .

v .
87, CALICO ROCKFISH. Sebastes dalh
(Eigenmann ,and Beeson). DISTRIBUTION:
Viscamno Bay. Baja Calfornia. Mexico. to
San Francisco. Calif SIZE: Usually small.
Average weight 1% pounds (0.6 * kg):
maximum length 8 to 10 inches (20-25
cm). COLOR: Greefish yellow with
irregular brown bars and blotches on sides
forming obhque bars: brown spots and
streaks on tail fin. [J Common ‘to southern
»gahforma. with gsome taken off central
alifornia. Occyrd in water 60 to 840 feet
(18°3-256.0 m) deep. This species. however.
does not appear to be greatly abundant in,
any one area.

viuva, Sebastes

88., WIDOW ROCKFISH.
entomelas .(Jordan, and Gilbert).
DISTRIBUTION: Todos Santos Bay. Baja
California. Mexico. to Kodiak Island.
Alaska. SIZE. Average weight 18 about 1%2
pounds -(0.7 kg). and record length 18 21
inches {53 cm). COLOR: Uniform dusky
brown with a yellow or bragsy tinge on
sides and sometimes reddish *on belly.
Young spec'\mens have vague ‘orange
streaks.,,[] Usually taken from below 100
feet (30.5 m) over rocky or rgugh bottom:
however. young are caught near surface
This is an: important species in the Mon-

terey Bay area. D
. 115
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89. BROWN ROCKFISH. bolina. Sebastes
aguriculatus Girard. DISTRIBUTION:
Central Baja California, Mexico. to:
southeastern Alaska. SIZE: Length to 21
inches {53 cm). COLOR. Brown with hight-
brown motthing: dusky pink on fins and
lower part of head. dark brown blotch on
gill cover. (] ‘Common around wharf pilings
and rocky areas in shallow water'out to
about 180 feet (549 m) from central
California north. and fairly abundant in
San Francisco Bay and Puget Sound.

.

90. QUILLBACK ROCKFISH. orange-
spotted rockfish, yellow-backed rockfish.
brown rockfish. speckled fockfish. Sebastes
"mahger (Jordan and Gilbert). DIS-
TRIBUTION: Poiat Sur. Calif.. to Gulf of
Alaska. SIZE: Length to 24 inches (61
cm). COLOR: Slate brown with yellow
mottling on back and on dorsal fin: orange
spotting on ventrgl surface. [J Common in
the northern part of its range where it
tends to frequent inlets and shallow-water
rockpiles. Fairly abundant in Puget Sound.

. k4

BROWN ROCKFISHES OF LESS
IMPORTANCE TO THE MARINE ANGLER:

91. SILVERGRAY ROCKFISH. Sebastes ~
brevispinis (Bean). DISTRIBUTION: Santa
Barbara. Calhf.. to Bering Sea. SIZE:

Length tq 28 inches (7t cm). COLOR: Dark
gray above. silver gray on sides and white
below: fins pinkish. *

92. DUSKY ROCKFISH. Sebastes ciltatus
(Tilesius). DISTRIBUTION: Gualalupe
Island. Baja Californsa. Mexico. to Point
Conception. Calif. SIZE: Length to 16
inches (41 cm). LOR' Gray brown with
brown spots on dordal area. becoming light
gray below. brown streaks -radiating from
eye; fins pinkish. '

E -

%
93. GOPHER ROGKFIQH. flesh-colored
rockfish. Sebastes carnatus (Jordan and
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION. San Roque. Baja
Cahforma. Mexico to Eureka. Calif. SIZE:
Length 4o about 1%% inches (39
cmj COLOR. Olive brown with flesh:

. colored or-whitish spotting and blotches.

.
|
t
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94, SQUARESPOT ROCKFISH. .smalimouth
rockfish. Sebastes huvphinsy: (Cramer).
DISTRIBUTION  Guadalupe Island. Baja - *
~Qaliforma. Mexico. to Farallon lslands.
Cahf. SIZE: Length to 114 inches (29
cm). COLOR: Yellow, brown with dark
brown blotches. ’

hght below: smaller specimens often have a
whitish streak along lateral line. All fins®
except spinous dorsal are-.usually edged
with black: eye bright yellow. [] One.of the
larger and more colorful of the rockfish
specieg, Found over shallow and deep reef
areas il water 150 to 1.200 feet (45.7-365.8
. . \ m) deep. Excellent food species.

. RED ROCKHSHES‘ . : . 1 . 97. BOCACCIO. salmon, grouper. young t
) -1 are sometimes tvalled *tomcod.”” Sebastes
pauctspinis  Ayres. DISTRIBUTION. Point
Blanca. Baja: Califprnia. Mexico. to Kodak:
Island. Alaska,r SIZE. Average weight is
3% «pounds’, (15 kg). the record size
reported to be about 3 feet (91 cm) and 21
pounds (9.5 kg]. COLOR. Brownish to

dusky sed above. shading into dull oran

red onrsides. light pink on belly. Reddj
* tinge'overall; sometimes.mottled with brown ,

or black [} Usually distinguished from ek
other rockfishes by 1ts greatly projecting 1(}:9. IT]ARRY RO FXSHiISW""’d ‘('jOCkflsh-‘
lower jaw. A very important commercial ' g.l‘,{;a :S ' %?g%f{fgu%rgﬁ at;s (Jordan and
and sport species off California. -Adults are’ Ill e(; ). - liforni ) ear Cedros/_
. fished in ﬂe‘ép water (to 125°fathoms or siand. Bdja California. Mexico. to San
J 2286 m). and young bocacclo are Francisco. Calif. SIZE: Reported to attain
* frequently found in schools nearshore and :}elizr;ﬁth i(;f lgb(:ﬂfhesl',/(fs pc(;!:l]r:ld&;ver(zg;‘
are commonly caught by pier anglers. .+|" kg). TOLOR: Orange red above. shading to  *
% 7 yellow .on sides and below; profusely
v covered with small bright-green spots: three

7o
Vb,
, 'y
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95. VERMILION ROCKFISH. red spapper. -
rasher. horracho. barrachon. red rock cod.

. genuine red. Sebastes miniatus (Jordan and
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION: San Bemto_
Island. Baja California. Mexico. to V&n-

., couver Island. British Columbia. “SIZE. .
Record Tength to 30 inches (76 cm): weght , -’
reported to 15 pounds (6.8 kg). COLQOR: |
Degp vermilion on back mottled with gray -

-

or ‘blacklsh: blotches on siles. orange
stfipes racdiating from eye: fins deep red
and on small specimens often faintly edged
with black: mouth¥red 7 Sometimes con-

the underside of jaw 1s rough. not smooth.
and there 1s no large black area on spinous
dorsal fin as on smaller specimens of the
canary rockfish. One of the larger rockfish

feet (61.0-182.9 m}. The young fish are
frequently found near shore An important
contributor to the “rock cod” catch 1n
southern Cahforna. ‘

mann). DISTRIBUTION: Magdalena Bay.
Baja California., Mexico. to Vancouver
Islang. British Columbia. SIZE. Average
weight is about 2% pounds (1.1 kg):
maximum length is 22 inches (56
cm). COLOR: Reddish brown to copper
above. shading to pink or white below with
a distinct red stniye along the lateralsine:

~ +fins’ pink. (7 Fishing for thi& species is best
off central and southern California. A
deepwater species, it prefers rocky or mud
bottom.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

) B - o

“fused with the cana’®y rockfish: however, -

species. common to depths of 200 to 500 .

96. CHILIPEPPER. johnmes. johnny cod.
Sebastes goode: (Eigenmann and Eigen:®

98. CANARY Rocms‘fﬁange rockfish.
codalargo. yellow snapper fihog;. fantail.

red rock cod. red snapper. Sebwstes pin-
niger (Gill). DISTRIBUTION: Cape Colnett,
Baja Califormia. Mexict. to southeastern
Alaska. SIZE. Average weight about 112
pounds (0.7 kg) and a record length to
about 30 inches (76 cm). COLOR. Grayish.
mottled with orange: fins "~ orangs.
Sometimes confused with vermihon rock-
fishe[See description of thaf" species for
differences.) [J Young canary rockfish are
sometimes found in shallow™water; adults
- found over, banks in deep water. An im-
portant contributor to the central and
northernggahfornia party boat catch.

99. YELLOWEYE® ROCKFISH. turkey-red
rockfish. rasphead rockfish. red snapper.
red rockfish. tambor. turkey rock. pot-
belly. Sebastes ruberrimus (Cramer).
DISTRIBUTION Ensenada. Baja California.
Mexico. north to Gulf of Alaska. SIZE:
Average weight about 5% pounds (2.5 kg):
known to reach a length of 36 inches
(91" cm). COLOR Bright vermilion above.
sometimes blotched with black. fading to

.

&

"cm). COLOR Pale red”

to five white blotches on back. (¥ A brightly
colored ’species common off southern
California. where it 1s usually taken over
deep reefs. -

Girard./ DISTRIBUTION: Turtle Bay, Baja
Califoynia, Mexico, to Puget Sound.
Wash,/ SIZE: A small species, averaging
about] 2 pound (0.2 kg). Maximum length
reported to 12% inches (32’ ¢m). COLOR:
Yellow. blotched with dark red on back and
sides, f ing to whitish below; white
blotches bordered with purple above lateral
line; pinkish fins. J Taken in deep water
(90 fathoms or 164.6 m): sometimes in
shallower water over reefs or rocky areas.
A'good food specigs. although’%mall in size.,

402. GREENSTRIPED ROCKFISH.
strawberry rock cod. reina. B3erena,
Sebastes eloqgatus Ayres. DISTRIBUTION:
Cedros Island. Baja Califorma, Mexigo,
north to Green Island. Alaska, SIZE:
Small: average weight about 3% pound (0.3
kg): length rucorded*ls inches (38
al

hove. Wwhite on
belly with olive-green irregular stripes on
sul’es joining near tail. black on tip of chin:

-
.
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.pmkish fins: pink latesal hne. (. A deep- /

water species (200-1.300 feet or 61.0-396.2
m) dsually caught from sport boats fishuig
over rough bottom. !

-

GREENSPOTTED

03 ROCKFISH.
chucklehead. Santa Marna. Sebastes

orostictus . (Jordan and Gilbert)
DISTRIBUTION: Tevros Island. Baja Cali-
Jornia. Mexico. 1o Copalis |, Head.
Wash, SIZE: Average weight 1% pounds
(0.6 kg): record length réported to be near
20 inches (5t cm). COLOR. Pinkish yellow
with irregular.green spots: three to five
whitish blotches on back bordered with
purple red: purple bar across head behind |
eyes. {! Adults and young both found over
deepwater reef areas.

v

RED ROCKFISHES OF LESS IMPORT-
- ANCE TO THE MARINE ANGLER:

104. COW ROCKFISH. cowcod. rooster-'
fish, gallo. ‘chefra. cowfish. Sebastes levis -
(Eigenmann and Eig#nmann) DIS- *
'I'RIBUTION:‘"fé;mral aja Califorma.
Mexico. to near Eureka. Cahf. SIZE: One
of the largest of the rockfishes. reaching 37

“inches (94 cm) long and a weight of 2812
pounds (12.9 kg/. - COLOR Yellowish red
wtth faint vertical bars on adults.

105 STRIPETAIL ROCKFISH. popeye rock-

" fish. bigeye rockfish.. ohveback rockfish. .
Sebastes saxicola (Gilbert). DIS.
TRIBUTION: Viscaino Bay. Bdja Califormia.
Mexico. - to southeastern Alaska. SIZE:
Length to 15% inches (39 cm) COLOR
Tail has green stripes in membranes.

*

a
>

STRIPED ROCKFISHES »

1.96. EEFISH., copvictfish. barberpole.
Sebasigs. serriceps Jordan and Gilbert).
DISTRIBUTION. Central Baja Calfornia.

Mexico to San Francisce. Calif SIZE.
Length reported to 16 inches (41
tm). COLOR: Olive brown above to

{
vellowish below. with five to six vertical |
blaéck bars -on sides reaching to |

belly. {1 This colorful rockfish. although
+* mnor n the sport catch. 1s cotmon off

southerh Calformia 1n relatively shallow |
water out to about 150 feet (45.7 m) deep

»- 107. FLAG ROCKFISH.  Spamsh flag.
" sbarberpole. hollywood. convictfish. shoflies.
tiger. Sebastes rubrivinctus (Jordan and
Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION: Cape Colnett.
Baja Califorma. Mexico. to San’ Francisco: |
records north of San Francisco may be the i

. redbanded rockfish. Sebastes bab-
cockl. SIZE- Length to 25 inches (64
cm) GCOLOR: As name indicates. has four

Q ical red stripes on cream-white ,

E mc‘gl:ound. .

L]

«
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108. .CALIFORNIA SCORPIONFISH. sculpin

{not related to the )cttlpm family. Cottidae).
Scorpaena guttdta Girard DISTRI-
BUTION. Near Magdalena Bay. Baja Calin
forma. Mexico, to Santa Cruz. Calif.
SKE: Length resorded to about 17 inches
(43 cm). COLOR: Brick red to browiy
numerous dark spots dnd blotchds on body.
head.* and fins. {1 An inshore fish
common in bays and” along shoges
throughout the year 1n solithern California;
however. spring and summer app to be
best fishiig_sgason’ Although 1t sometimes
oceurs over sandy or sandy-mud bottom.
this species seems to: prefer rocky
surroundings and water shallower than 100
feet (< 30.5 m) Fish should be handled with
care; spines (dorsal. anal. and- pelvic) are’
venomous and can infhict very panful |
wounds Experienced anglers handle by
nserting thumb i fish's mouth apd holding
by lower jaw An excellent food fish.

“r

ANOPLOPOMATIDAE: SABLEFISHES

109. SABLEFISH. black cod. mackerel.

coal cod. butterlish. blie cod. skil.
Anoplopoma  fimbrnia  (Pallas). DIS-
TRIBUTION. Cedros [sland. Baja Calfornia.

Mexico. to northwestern Alaska. Bering
Sea. and Japan. SIEE. Catches of young
fish average ¥ to %2 pound (0.1-0.2 kg). ~
while adults may weigh up to 30 pounds
(13.6 kg). & record leggth is reported to 40
inches (102 cm) OLOR. Adults are
blackish gray above. shding to highter gray
or white below. Coloration 1n young 1s more
defined with dark bluéd or green abdve.
white on belly..L] Young fish are sometimes
found nearshore: however. adults live-n
deep water up to 400 feet (122 m) or more.
They appear to migrate -into shallower, *
water during summer. An important species
in northern Califormia and off Oregon and
Washington. although a small restricted
does exist off Newport Bay in
southern Calfornmia. This species 1s
frequently caught in the same area as the
Pacific halbut. and is an excellent food
fish. | - ' -

‘+
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110. KELP GREENLING.-* greenling sea-
trout, kelpfish. rock trout. Hexagrommos
~»decagrammus (Pa'llas), DISTRIBUTION. La
Jolla. Calif.. -tg Aleutian, Islands. Alaska.
SIZE: Length to 21 inches (53 cm):
however. usual catch is about g inghes (30
cm) long’ COLOR. Males ar® dark gray
\ with sky-blue spots on head and ford part
of -body. Females are gray browni with
‘uniform reddish or golden-brown spots on
head and body. (}-This species is found
around rocky shores, reef§, and’kelp bed
areas. Common along Jjetdles and most

abundant. off northern California. Oreggn.
Washington,, and Alaska. Excellent food
fish. )

. k . .
' - .. . ;
.

. Y. " .
111. ROCK .CREENLIN&%. red greenling. *
fringed grgemling.oHt?xagrommos lago-
cephalus (Pallas). DISTRIBUTION: Point
Conceptiom -Calif.. .to Alaska and Bering
Sea.™Abundant off Oregon northward to
Alagka. SIZE: Length recorded up to 24
inches (61 cm). Weight of the agerage catch
is about % pound{0.3 kg). COLOR: Highly
varigble. usually reddish brow&:f with
darker motthrrg. sometimege large red
blotches_on sides: tail fin tipped with red:
dark round spot above pectoral fin: inside
of mouth bluish.[] A shallow-water
spegjes. inhabiting much the same areas as
the Kelp greenting (rocky shores. jetties.
etc.). -~ A .. ‘

112. BINGCOD. cultus coa. buffalo .cod.

green cod, ling. bocalao. Ophiodon
elgngatus Q@rard. DISTRIBUTION: Point
San Carlos. Baia‘ California. Mexico. to
Kodiak Island. Alaska. SIZE: Average
weight is about 8 pounds (3.6 kg): however.
+they are reported to attain at least 30
.inches (127 ¢m) in length and a weight of




L]

of

N
o

v ‘\'

o~

. 50 pounds (227 kg). COLOR Extgemely

vartable with habitat. Ground color mav be
gray brown. blue to yreen. or black
Mottlings. spots. .and other markings are

not specific. (] Commpn to central
Califorma northward: off Oregon.
Washington. and southeastern Alaska

coasts. A “desirable food species Young °

hingcod *are caught fiear rocky or kelp bed
areas. Adults tend to frequent deeper

AL water up 4o 350 feet (106 7 m) i areas of

rough boftom.

<

113. ATKA MACKEREL, Pleurogrammus

monopterygius  (Pallas). DISTRIBUTION
Monterey Bay. Calif. to northwestern
Alaska. Bermmg Sea. and Sea of

.Japan. SIZE Attains a length of up to 2

feet (61 «m). although the average length is
about 12 inches {30 ¢cm)  COLOR Dusky
yellow with five blackish vertical bars
crossing side§” ventral and anal fins dark
< An import§nt game species in Alaska.
commonly takeMnear the surf zone. around
rocky and kelp bed areas. and in
semisheltered water. Often found in large

schools
b

GREENLINGS OF LESS IMPORTANCE
T? THE MARINE ANGLER:

r

114 WHITESPOTTED GREENLING,
Hexagrammos steller1 Tulesws DISTRI-
BUTION: Puget Sound. Wash., to
Japan. SIZE Length to at least 19 inches
{48 cm) COLOR- Light brown to greenish.

often with reddish tinge. conspicuous white -

spots on body.

1

115. PAINTED ~ GREENLING. Oxylebius
pictus  Gill. DISTRIBUTION. Pont San
Carlos. Baja Cahforma. Mexico. to Strait of
Georgia. British Colgmbia  SIZE Length to
at least 10 inches (25 cm) COLOR Brown
and dark-red bars and motthng over
grayish-brown body: flaps on head are red
Rarely taken.

R

COTTIDAE: SCULPINS

116.
cod, bu

CABEZON. _ bullfish. bullhead: blue

Scor-
DIS-

cod. marbled sculpn.
paenichthys marmoratus (Ayres).
TRIBUTION: Point Abreojos. Baja
California, Mexico. to Sitka, Alaska. SIZE:
Average weight is about 2 pounds (0.9 kg).
Largest fish reported was 39 inches (99 cm)
" nd weighed slightly over 15 pounds

E lC‘g], COLOR: Highly variable from
' :

&
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b
!
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brown_,to red. greemsh or gray. usually
with extensive’mottling or blotching Mouth
limng 1n females usually green. mules
red. [ | The flesh of the cabezon has an
excellent flavor. th -
be poisonous. This fish 1s found over

any
types of bott ¥

. usglly rock and saf. in

shallow water' out to depths of about 250
feet {76.2 m).- :

ro@
)

117 RED IRISH LORD.: Hemlgpidétus
hemf\lepidotus  [Tilesiys). * DISTRIBUTION-
Montrrey Bay, Cahf.. to Sea ot Okhotsk.
‘SIZE. Average weight about Y2 pound;(0.2
kg). greatest r&)orted length 15" 20 dnches
(51 cm}. buf 18 not common over 12 inches
(30 7tm). COLOR. Dusky to bright red
above, becoming hghter below. mottled with
brownmish red and profusely covered with
browmish to black s (. Fleshy flaps on
.snout and just above eyes. A rocky-shore
species, common to. Oregon. .Washington.
and Alaska_Ranges from shallow intertidal
areas out to 156 feet (47.5 .m). Feeds qn
crabs. barnacles. and mussels. .

118.

118. PACIFIC STAGHORN SCULPIN,

bullhead. smooth sculpin.” Leptocottus
ormatys  Girard. DISTRIBUTION - San
Quintin Bay. Baja California, Mexico. to
Chignik. Alaska. SIZE: Length to 12 inches
(30 cm). COLOR: Greemish brown or gray
above, white to yellow below. [] This
abundant inshore sculpin. although
sometimes considered a nuisance to
fishermen. 18 an mportant baitfish in
Cahforma..Common in bay$ and brackish-
water areas. <t

SCULPINS OF LESS IIE;'ILPORTANCE
TO THE MwNE ANGLER:
.

119. BR N IRISH LORD, Hemilepidotus
spinosusy (Ayres). DISTRIBUTION:
Southern ‘Califormia to Puffin Bay.
Alaska. SIZE. “Length to ~10 inches (25
cm) GQLOR. Light to dark brown , with
dark mottling. 24

120. BUFFALO SCULPIN, Enophrys bison
(Girard). DISTRIBUTION. Monterey Bay.
Cahf.. to Kodiak Island. Alaska. SIZE:
Length to 12 inches (39 cm). ' COLOR: Dark

gray green or brown ayove: purplish bony -

platés on head and on ldteral line. !

-4
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t the roe 1s reportedAo”

1

californicus
(Ayres). r?lagdalena Bay.
Baja Califorma. to ,British
Columbia. SIZE. Recdrd size 1s about §
feet (152 tm] and 73 pounds (327 kg).
Average size 6 to 7 /pounds (%7-3.2 kg):
however. pier-caught_fish ag us@ully much
smaller (called ‘‘fly-swatters”). COLOR:

lighter or darker motthing: young often with
Bhind

whnpsh ;spots. | side 1s un-
pigmented. " Comgmon_ along sandy shores
and nearshore shelfs in southerp

<Califorma; some alsq are taken n the
Morro Bay. Monterey Bay. and in the San
Francisco area An important Species to
pier anglers in sputhern ®ahformg. Good
fishing 15 sometimes found ndar ive—hait
recewver locations Rarely taken in water
ovet 10 to 15 fathoms (18.3-27.# m) deep.
In southern Cahfprnia commpn along shore
in the spring. frequenting channels, lending

7zone. From Morro  Bay north
Francisco and Tomalg§ bays.

to San .
fishing, is

best in saummer and early fafl. « -

\\

. 122. PACIFIC SANDDAB. mottled sanddab.
Citharichthys “sordidus (Girardf DI3-
TRIBUTION: Magdalena Bays Baja~

Cahfornia. Mexico. to northwestern_Alaska
antl Beanof Japan. SIZE: To;i6 inches (41 ~
cm) long? most weigh less than Y3 pound:-,

brown. sometimes mottled, with dulkorapge.-
- yellgw, or black., Blind side is-un-
pigmented. {J Commgon: over sgndy of
muddwsand bottomg at defths of 20 to 50
fathoms (36.6:81.4 m).".An escellent food
fish. - . ) ' !
—— 4
PLEURONECTIDAE:
¢ RIGH‘TEYED FLOUNDERS -

r

-

.

northern-haliBut.

123. PACIFIBSHALIBUT:
- Hippoglossus_  stenolépis
TRIBUTION: Santa Rosd
the Bering Sea and Sea

Schmidt, DIS-
Island. Calif., to
of Japan. SIZE:

115

LY
.

mto larger bays: and just outside the surf-~

{0.2 kg). " COLOR: Various 'shades of light

)

Ohvaceous black to hrown, sometimes With -

.
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Average weight of the sport catch off the 126.
Washington. Oregon, atfid northern
California coasts is 5 pounds (2.3 kg), but
“Targer lish.are common in Alaska. Females
recorded to 495. pounds {224.5 kg). males to

ve

123 pounds (55.8 kg). Length up to 8% feet E f"":ﬁ;”g‘{‘f""’f' % e ¢
{259 cm). COLOR: Umformr dark brown to E - R RE :
black. sometimef with paler blotches and Vié;// ’g

fine motthng. Blind side is un- | =

pigmented. {#Commonly caught off Oregon. . SIDE VIFW HEAD

Washington. and Alaska; not usually taken - . ‘

. south of extreme northern Califorma. ¢ . ,
Fished in moderately deep water. 20 to 100 126 “HORNYHEAD TURBOT. Pleuro- 129. ENGLISH SOLE. lemon sole."pointed-
fathoms. (36.6-182.9 m) Sometimes appears nichthys verticalis Jordap and Gilbert.’ ngse flounder. Parophrys vetulus (Girard.
in relatively shallow water during summer. DISTRIBUTION. Magdalena Bay. Baa DISTRIBUTION./ Central Baja Califor.

K An excellent food specnes.‘ . Calfformia. Mexico. to Point Reyes. JRia. Mexico. to nofthwestern Alaska.
. Calif SIZE: Length recorded to 14% _:,SIZE: Average weight about 1 pound (05
inches (37 cmy. average weight about ¥ to kg): record length-» reported to be 24

~ 1.pound (03-0.5 kg). COLOR. Brown with inches (61 cm). COLOR. Brown. with fins.

darker motthngs and& scattered pale edged with darker brown to black.’ Blind

blotches. [J Common to southern California side is unprgmented. ] An: important

“in bays. sloughs. and other nearshore species from central’ Cahformia north.

areas. . Similar in hahtat preference to the Migratory. found in bays and estuaries out

,diamond turbot to about 200 fathoms (365.8 m)..Caught
: nearshore during the summer. and. " -«
although sometimes taken from piers and
off jetties at this season of the year. more"
- are landed by skiff and party boat apfglers
than \by any other method. A good food fish;
however, the flesh of inshore specimens
sometimes has an iodine flavor

124 STARRY FLOUNDER. diamondback.
Platichthys  stellatus (Pallas) DIS.
" TRIBUTION: Santa Barbara. Calif. to
Arctic Alaska and Sea of Japan. An
abundant species from central Calforma

north to Alaska. SIZE. Weight recorded \ . .
up to 20 pounds (9.1 kg) and a length of 3 127 PETRALE SOLE. roundnose flounder. ‘
. .feet (91 cm). However. the average sport-  Eopsetta jordant * (Lockington]). DIS-
. caught fish 1s§pbout 1% pounds (0.6 TRIBUTION: Coronado Islands, Baja
* kg). COLOR: Mo#d dark brown with Calforma. Mexico. to northern Gulf of
alternatilg white-tv hight orange and black Alaska. SIZE: Average weight 1s about 1%
bands on dorsal and anal fins. Bind side is pounds (0.8 kg): maximum recorded length .
unpigmented [} One of the few flounder 1s 27'2 anches (70 cm). GOLOR. Umform 130. SAND SOLE. fringe flounder. Pset-

species that may ordinarily have the eyes : dark to light brown. sametimes with paler tichthys melanostictus  Girard  DIS-
and color on elthe[ side. One of the most | blotches Blind side 1s unpigmented. ! An TRIBUTION Point, Mugu, Calif.. to north-
important sport-caught” flatfishes along the | important and desirable food fish caught off western Gulf of Alaska. SIZE. Average
entire Pacific coast Lives in shallow water central Cahforma. Oregun, and Washington + weight %; pound (0.2 kg): record length
over sandy or mud bottom. Sometimes coasts. It 15 commonly found on sand and " reported to be 21 inches {53 cm) COLOR,
caugh®at depths of up to*70 fathoms {128 0 mud bottoms. usually sn depths of 60 feet Dark gray to brown. speckled with dark
m). It 1s common in bays. angd frequently (183 m) or more, during the summer. brown or black spots. {7 This inshore
migrates into tdewater _afeas and up | migrating to deeper water (up to 1.200 feet species 1s usually | caught along sandy
rivers. Has a very rough.{grindstone) skin. ! or 365 8 m) during the winter. * shores. around jetties, and 1n estuaries. The
: . ’ young are sometimes caught around rocky
. . areas in summer. Migrates to deep water m  _
. . the wintef. Common north of Point Con-
» ception. Calif - c -
; 131, TR
o P Ly g 1
[ et
il .
“ lll’"//}/;%///ﬁy/%/// ’ C . . ,
"“Iﬁ~ i 5
‘e o ) 128. ROCK SO broadfin  flounder. /// T
125. DIAMOND TURB@T. Hypsopsetta Lepidopsetta bilneata [Ayres). DIS- '
guttuluta (Girard). DISTRIBUTION: Gulf of TRIBUTION: Southe California o the |,
Califorma and Magdalena Bay. Baja Berifig Sea and Se& of Japan. SIZE. 131. REX SOLE. longfin gole. Glypto- °
Calforma. Mexido. to Cape Mendouno. Record length 1s about 22%: inches (5tm). cepholus zachirus LocKington. DIS.
Calf SIZE. Record length 1s abous 18 average weight 18 about M5 pounds (0.6 TRIBURON. San Diego. Calif . to the Bering
inches (46 «m). average wgight of tha sport kg). COLOR. Dark to lhght brown #ith Sea. E: Average weight is about %
catch 1s- about % pounds (06 hghter or darker yellow or red mottlings p&nd (0.2 kg): maximum length 1s reported
‘ kgl COLOR G to brown. mottles] with and spots. fins with dark blotches or bars. ®o be about 23!+ inches (59 cm). CQLOR.
blue spots.# Blind side is unpig- Bind side 1s unpigmented. [} Known to | Uniform light brown on eyed -side; fins
mented '’ Commonly found in bays and & range to a depth of about 70 fathoms (128 darker. pectoral fing' black. Bhnd side is
sloughs over mud and sand bottom. Ususlly | m). but s frequently caught in ghallow unpigmented. | | A deepwater species.
caught n water less than 500 feet (152.4 m) water over sandy or gravelly bottoty, and “usually “caught over sand and sand-mud
deep. Best fishing is in southern Cahfgrni‘a sometimes near eel grass beds. Most bottom. Similar mn habift requirements to
Q  :h locations as Newpart and Mission abyndant from central Califorma nort}\imo the petrale sole and Pacifig sanddab. A
: EMC where it is caught year-round. . \ 'Puget‘ Sound highly desirable fobd species.,
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FLATFISHES OF LESS IMPORTANCE
TO THE MARINE ANGLER. -

132, CURLFIN SOLE. Pleuronichthys

decurrens Jordan and Gilbert. DIS.
 TRIBUTION: San Quintin Bay. Baja
‘ Califormia. Mexico. to northwestern

Alaska. SIZE: Length to 14%: inches (37 .
qm). COLOR. Reddish brown with darker
brown or gray motthng above.

‘T33. SPOTTED TURBOT. Pleuronichthys
ritterr Starks and Morms. DISTRIBUTION:
Magdalena Bay. Baja California. Mexico. to
Point Conception. Cahf. SIZE. Length to
11'2 inches (29 cm). COLOR. Brown to
( gray with light speckling. usually with three
dark spots. |
134. C-O SOLE, Pleuroniclithys coenosus
Girard. DISTRIBUTION: Cape Colnett.
Bajn  California, Mexico. to southeastern
" Alaska. SIZE. Length to about 14 inches
(36 cm) COLOR, Dark brown above
mottled with hght brown.
Y . : .
\'\ 135. BUTTER SOLE. Isopsetta 1solepis
‘. (Lockington). DISTRIBUTION ' Southern
‘Califormia to Alaska and Bering Sea. rare
south of Pomt Conception, Cahf. SIZE
Langth to 2134 inches (55 cm). COLOR.
Dark to hght brown or gray with Lght
= motthng. sometimes with yellpsesww green
spots; fins edged with yellow.

136. SLENDER SOLE. Lyopsetta exils
(Jordan . and Gilbert). DISTRIBUTION.
edros [stands. Baja CaliformzagMexico. to
Algek Canyon, Alaska. SIZE: Length t¢ 13

inches (33 ct). COLOR:“Uniform hght olive
brown. ¢

137 DOVER SOLE. Microstomus pacificus
(Loc)dngton) DISTRIBUTION San
Cristobal Bay. Baja Cahforma. Mexico. to
Bering Sea. SIZE.'Length to 30 incRes (76
cm). COLpR' Uniform gray brown: fins-
black.
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OTHER MINOR MARINE GAME FISHES:

A brief hsting 1s given below of some ad- @
ditional families and species of fishes which
now do not contribute significantly to the
sport catch. but sometunes are taken by
Pacific coast anglers This listing 1s not
complete since marine anglers capture
niuny species during the course of the year
that are not listed here. but 1t reviews some
of the more commonly cgught minor
species. ,

.

~ SCYLIORHINIDAE: GAT SHARKS

138 SWELL SHARK. Cephaloscyllum -
triosum (Garman){ DISTRIBUTION: . Ghile

* to Monterey. Cali Not- common north of

Point Conception. Cahf. -

SQUALIDAE: DOGFISH SHARKS

139 SPINY DOGFISH. Squalus acanthios
Linnaeus. DISTRIBUTION Temperate and
subtropical Atlantic and Pacific oceans; in
the eastern Pacific. in Chile. southern
Califorma to Alaska. and to Japan:

RAJIDAE: SKATES ,

< .
140 BIG SKATE., Raja binoculata
Girard, DISTRIBUTION: San Quintin Bay.
Baja Cahformia. Mexico. to northwestern

Alaska and Bermig/ Sea. Not common south
of Point Conception. Calif.

141. CALIFORNIA SKATE. Raja mornata
Jordan and Gilbert. DISTRIBUTION: Turtle
Bay. Baja Canornm. Mexico. to the Strait
of Juan de Fuca. :

142. LONGNOSE SKATE. Raja rhma
Jordan and Gilbert. DISTRIBUTION: Paint
Loma. Calif._to Southern Alaska.

Y

DASYATIDAE: STINGRAYS

143. ROUND STINGRAY. Urolophus halleri
Cooper DISTRIBUTION: Panama Bay.
Panama. to Humboldt Bay. Calf. Rare north
of Point Conception. Calif.

MURAENIDAE: MORAYS

144. CALIFORNIA MORAY. Gymnothorax
mordax (Ayres). DISTRIBUTION:

~Magdalena Bay. Baja California, Mexicqﬁto
Point Conception, Calf.

s

CLUPEIDAE: HERRINGS

g

145. PACIFIC" HERRING. Clupea harengus
pallasi ~ Valenciennes.  DISTRIBUTION:
Northern Baja California. Mexico, to
northern Eurasia. Bering Sea. and\]apan. .
' .
146. PACIFIC SARDINE. Sardinops sagax
caeruleus (Jenyns). DISTRIBUTION. Guay-

mas. Gulf- of Califormia. Mexico. to Kam-
chatka Peninsula. USSR.

ENGRAULIDAE: ANCHOVIES:
3 - "

{47. NORTHERN ANCHOVY.  Engraulis
mordax Girard. DISTRIBUTION: La Paz;
Baja California. Mexico. 1o Queen
» Charlotte Island. Briish Columbia. v,

~
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SYNODONTIDAE: LIZARDFISHES |

148. CALIFORNIA LI